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Introduction

Curious was an ordinary fellow in nearly every respect,
only his curious name marked him as being a bit unusual.
He was not, as his name suggests, uniformly curious about
everything: he was curious about certain things and not so
much about other things, just like everyone else. But when
he did become curious, it was like he was compelled to jus-
tify his name, for then he became curious with a capital C
and endeavored to satisfy his curiosity with vigor and tenac-
ity—though not without considering his chance of success
before subjecting himself to that!

From time to time Curious wondered how the world
began and where everything came from and why we are
here, just as everyone does from time to time. But being the
person he was, liable to fits of burning curiosity, the subject
frightened him. He realized that trying to get his head
around that curiosity would be like—he tried to think of an
analogy. It would be like trying to stuff a mountain into his
latte cup.

Now, on the practical side, Curious possessed a bit of
methodology (his birthright for preserving sanity). He asked
himself what he meant by “everything.” He did not immedi-
ately look upward to the starry sky, for he had noticed that
those who went searching the cosmos to find a reason for
everything came back with mathematical theories and num-
bers. He knew theories and numbers have no weight and no
volume. In fact, every cosmogonical idea in the world would
fit into his latte cup and still leave it empty.

So Curious decided to approach the subject indirectly,
experimentally, and incrementally. He embarked on a jour-
ney to discover manageable aspects of “everything”—things
more significant of an origin than what he had encountered
in his sheltered life, yet hopefully not too big for him to get
his head around.

First off he decided to experience nature in a deliberate
way. He thought he might listen to nature speaking to him
about her purpose in being, if not her origin.

So he sought out grand panoramic views, which seemed a
reasonable place to begin. It was not a wise decision, of
course. Anyone could have told him he would be over-
whelmed—and overwhelmed he was. This was extraordinar-
ily hard on Curious because he could not set aside his
curiosity at those times. The stunning scenes that he
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encountered in natural settings confounded him: he wit-
nessed more beauty than he was able to imagine a purpose
for. He could not get his head around those experiences at
all because awe paralyzed his rational processes.

Nevertheless, Curious persevered in his project to sample
“everything” indirectly—trying to pick things that are sub-
stantial yet not so overwhelming that he could not get his
head around them. Anyone could have told him that when
you go knocking about the world you encounter things that
are best left alone—things you had better not think about too
much. Unfortunately for Curious, his curiosity did not allow
him to look the other way at those times. But since there was
no beauty in such things, he could tolerate them without
being overwhelmed. At least that’s how it worked at first. He
deliberately yet carefully sought out what he started calling
the “unappreciated side of everything” because those things
seemed somehow more primitive.

But he let down his guard and went too far. He saw
human behavior that literally made him sick. It was not so
much the suffering (which he witnessed plenty of) that made
him want to throw up. It was when he put it down beside the
beauty he had absorbed in the earlier part of his travels that
his mind and soul and body revolted at the contradiction.

You see, Curious in the first days of his journey had
started to form a vague notion of a splendid Creator who
delighted in arranging things just so—as an artist would—
taking care to paint a breathtaking sunset at the moment
when he happened to be looking for one. That fanciful
insight had mollified his overwhelmed curiosity slightly, and
poor Curious had formed a warm feeling toward the Artist
who made “everything.”

But now all that was ruined—irreconcilably ruined. He
was mistaken about the magnanimity of the Creator. What
he had casually called the “unappreciated side of everything”
simply could not share the same planet with the other—if a
competent Creator had anything to do with it.

Curious was telling a friend about this agony of his soul
when the friend responded by giving him a Book. Curious
knew the Bible existed, but it was one of those things he had
never been particularly curious about. That changed when
he saw the smile on his friend’s face as she handed her Bible
to him. He made a snap decision: he would read the Book
and try to apply his curiosity to it.
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Revelation

The book of The Revelation of Jesus
Christ—an exciting title to one who had
worked his way through 39 wonderful
books that prepared him for the revelation
of Jesus Christ, followed by 26 books in
which he had assumed that Jesus was fully
revealed.

“This must be the revealing of Jesus
either in heaven or in the future,” Curious
said, and he trembled as he said it
because although to this point the Bible
had showed him far more than he would
ever have thought to inquire about—and
no great discomfort had arisen from it—if
this book claiming to be The Revelation of
Jesus Christ was to reveal more on top of
that, he was afraid that he might be over-
whelmed, leaving him vulnerable to disap-
pointment. He remembered the time when
beauty in nature spoke to him of a magnif-
icent Creator, but when he looked close at
the world he discovered evil so strong it
undermined his tender hope that good-
ness prevailed.

1 The revelation of Jesus Christ
which God gave to him to share with
his bondservants: things which must
shortly come to pass. He made it
known by sending his angel to his
bondservant John who bore witness to
the word of God and the testimony of
Jesus Christ, even of all things that he
saw.

“It's not quite what | thought,” Curious
muttered. “It's inside intelligence John
obtained about what was coming—coming
very soon, apparently. And a very official
one too—no leak this one, and no indirect
inference.”

Yes, Curious, after Jesus ascended to
heaven our learning came through the
apostles’ writings. This supplementary
book lifts the curtain on his future and
yours too.

“Very impressive,” he said as he noted
how this advances well beyond the chan-
nels by which Old Testament prophets
received their revelations. “It reminds me

of Jesus saying, ‘the words that I say to you
I speak not from myself, but the Father
dwelling in me does his works.”

In other words, Curious was curious
about the words of God being more than
words, something the angel or John saw.
He wanted to get his head around that
before moving on. It sounded like they will
deliver works, not merely words. He theo-
rized that these words of God are multidi-
mensional, like pictures or holographs,
which would require that the angel make
an intelligible testimony from them before
sharing them with John.

“Anyway, it does seem to be alerting the
reader of an unprecedented revelation. Even
Isaiah got no angelic certification like this to
go with his oracles.”

Blessed is he who reads or hears
the words of this prophecy—and heeds
the things written herein—for the time
is at hand.

This was a letdown, and Curious wished
it had not said what it said, because the
time period for the blessing surely would
have passed by now. But after reading it
again he realized it did not have to mean
simply a fixed period of time at all: it
could just as well mean an ongoing time—
a time that had begun but not necessarily
ended.

4 John, to the seven churches in the
province of Asia: Grace to you and
peace from him who is and was and is
to come and from the seven spirits be-
fore his throne—from Jesus Christ
who 1is the faithful witness, the first-
born of the dead, and the ruler of the
kings of the earth.

Curious stopped to admire the patterns
in this: the threes and the sevens. Was
this a stylistic feature of this book, or was
there some fundamental reason for the
prominence of three and seven? If seven
is not a poetic device, then what makes
these seven churches special? Of course,
seven is significant as a symbol of com-
pleteness, for it echoes the Creation week.
Were the seven churches likewise typical?



Curious Looks at the Bible

Did they in some way represent all
churches? If so, this blessing of grace and
peace would certainly be welcomed by all
churches everywhere, not just in Asia
Minor. That seemed likely and proper to
Curious.

Curious also admired the dual three-
part descriptions of Jesus Christ.

“That’'s a compact summary of what he
did and will do, yet it's perfect!”

But “seven spirits” was a revelation in
itself. If literal, “seven” would seem to
fractionate the Spirit, which did not fit
with what Curious already knew.

“By ’'seven spirits’ John must mean the
full Spirit, not seven separate holy spirits in
God. In Zechariah, the seven lamps were
like eyes of the Spirit. Also, | remember Isa-
iah listing five or six spirits, but they were
all about the Spirit of Yahweh.”

After confirming integrity in the Spirit,
the threes stood out. The one on the
throne, the one Spirit before the throne,
and Jesus Christ were a trinity. Also,
Christ was summarized in three succes-
sive phases of his ministry. Yet not to be
ignored were the twin sevens: seven
churches parallel the seven-fold Spirit.
Curious fancied this being a multifaceted
picture of the whole church enjoying all
ministries of the Spirit of God.

Unto him who loves us, who loosed
us_from our sins by his blood, and who
made us a kingdom of priests unto his
God and Father, to him be glory and
the dominion for ever and ever. Amen.
“Another set of two threes,” Curious

observed as he meditated on this benedic-
tion. The first was like the whole past,
present, and future of the church accumu-
lated in Christ. The second was like defin-
ing God in three dimensions: glory in
heaven (vertical); dominion on earth (hori-
zontal); and everlasting (the dimension of
time).

Curious was impressed again by the
perfect summary that linked Jesus to his
servants: sins loosed by his blood in order

to populate a kingdom of priests for the
first time on earth—in which God is sin-
cerely welcomed and allowed dominion
without end.

“Here is the happy resolution of the story
of God’s love,” said Curious. “Why does
Revelation have the reputation of being
about wars and terrors? So far it's all
good!”

7 Behold, when he comes with the

clouds every eye will see him, includ-

ing those who pierced him, and all the
tribes of the earth will mourn and wail
because of him. Even so, let it be.

Amen.

Curious remembered Jesus saying to the
high priest, “You will see the Son of man
sitting at the right hand of Power and
coming with the clouds of heaven,” which
came to mind because that priest was
party to “those who pierced him.” But now
he was finding this lumped together with
“all the tribes of the earth”—all of them
having knowledge of Jesus’ death on the
cross, apparently, which certainly could
not have occurred within that high
priest’s lifetime.

This kind of puzzle was not new to Curi-
ous: it troubled him whenever Jesus,
speaking in the gospel accounts, made
predictions that seemed to tie the future
to the present. Here’s a clue, Curious: if
there is life after death, can you be cer-
tain that a high priest of Jesus’ day would
have no ability to witness the future?

“Assuming the high priest lives in some
spiritual embodiment after his death, he
might witness Jesus coming regardless of
when it takes place,” Curious reasoned.

Yes, and furthermore, that would indi-
cate that Jesus was as much aware of the
eternal spirits of people as he was of their
temporal souls, would it not?

“After all, when Jesus looked at a person
he must have been aware of their soul and
its disposition too,” Curious added. “Maybe
this bodes well for that high priest, but I
rather doubt it.”
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Since this was connected to a broader
unresolved puzzle, Curious went back and
found in Matthew where Jesus was telling
his disciples, “Immediately after the tribu-
lation of those days the sun and the moon
will be darkened, the stars will fall from
heaven, and the powers of the heavens
will be shaken. Then the sign of the Son
of man will appear in heaven and all the
tribes of the earth will mourn as they see
the Son of man coming on the clouds of
heaven with power and great glory. He
will send forth his angels with a great
sound of a trumpet, and they will gather
together his elect from the four winds,
from one end of heaven to the other.”

Curious remembered his effort to ana-
lyze this picture Jesus left with his disci-
ples to assure them of his return. He had
noted that the word “heaven” appeared
five times and “earth” only once. The
mourning was definitely attached to earth,
but the gathering of the elect was
expressed in a way that made it seem at
least partly detached from earth: some of
the elect might have been in heaven and
were being gathered in resurrection on
earth to participate in his kingdom.

“By whatever means the resurrection
unfolds it will require a flat-out miracle
superseding normal laws of space and
time,” Curious said, emphasizing time.

He had encountered this idea of partici-
pating in the kingdom in passages like the
one he recently read in Second Timothy:
Faithful is the saying, if we died with him,
we will also live with him; if we endure,
we will also reign with him. And Paul had
written in First Corinthians: Do you not
know that the saints will judge the world?

Curious recalled the first time this con-
cept made an impression on him. It was in
the book of Daniel: The kingdom and the
dominion, and the greatness of the king-
doms under the whole heaven will be
given to the people, the saints of the Most
High; his kingdom is an everlasting king-
dom, and all dominions will serve and

obey him.

Now, what it came down to for Curious
was this question: if some of the followers
of Christ are still alive on earth, will they
be taken to heaven before the return of
Christ? Reason told him that preparation
in heaven would be needed by everyone in
order to participate in the kingdom. But
he thought the best way to make sure of
this was to find out the purpose of the
tribulation in those days. He remembered
that a “day of wrath” was spoken of and
described in similar terms. He found an
instance of this in Zephaniah: That day is
a day of wrath, a day of trouble and dis-
tress, a day of wasting and desolation, a
day of darkness and gloominess, a day of
clouds and thick darkness.

The word “wrath” was chilling. Curious
concluded that since the saints will not be
experiencing the wrath of God, they must
be present and accounted for in heaven
before the beginning of the dispensation
of wrath.

He reviewed this memorable passage in
Romans: Who can lay anything to the
charge of God's elect? It is God who justi-
fies, so who can condemn? Christ Jesus
died for us (yes and was raised from the
dead), and being at the right hand of God
he makes intercession for us. What can
separate us from the love of Christ? Will
tribulation or anguish or persecution or
famine or nakedness or peril or sword?—
as it is written, “For your sake we are
killed all day long; we were like sheep for
the slaughter.” No, in these things we are
more than conquerors through him who
loved us. I am persuaded that neither
death nor life nor angels nor principalities
nor things present nor things to come nor
powers nor height nor depth nor any
other creature will be able to separate us
from the love of God, which is in Christ
Jesus our Lord.

“The ‘tribulation’ mentioned in that pas-
sage is not the wrath of God,” Curious con-
cluded.
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But he did find a mention of the “wrath
to come” in First Thessalonians: ... and to
wait for his Son from heaven, whom he
raised from the dead, even Jesus, who
delivers us from the wrath to come.

“To wait for his Son. ... That surely does
not mean waiting for God’s wrath.”

And in the same book he ran across this
again:

If we believe that Jesus died and rose
again, even so God will bring with him
those who have fallen asleep in Jesus. We
tell you this by the word of the Lord: we
who remain alive until the coming of the
Lord will not precede those who have
fallen asleep; for the Lord himself will
descend from heaven—with a shout, with
the voice of the archangel, and with the
trump of God—and the dead in Christ will
rise first, and then we who are left alive
will be caught up in the clouds together
with them to meet the Lord in the air, and
so we will always be with the Lord. You
may take comfort in these words.

“There’s the gathering of the elect who
are still alive—the famous Rapture.”

But something was not quite right. What
he had just read was a resurrection scene,
and no doubt it meshed with the “gather-
ing together of the elect.” But here was
the problem: the spirits of those who are
still alive at this resurrection will have no
opportunity to experience spiritual heaven
because “resurrection” means they stand
up in new bodies fit for this physical
earth, not heaven; they are equipped to
participate in the kingdom that will come
when the will of God is done on earth as it
is in heaven because Jesus Christ will
have taken up his throne in Jerusalem.

“When they’re resurrected from their
graves it will definitely precede the period
of wrath, so where will they be if they're not
going through it?”

Curious knew the answer. He saw that
the time element was the entire difficulty.
He knew that time on earth is not the
same as time in heaven; therefore, the

resurrection must involve the “wings of
eternity”—a time shift as well as a shift in
terrestrial location.

“That wouldn’t diminish the miracle of
the resurrection.”

I take the liberty of giving a hypotheti-
cal illustration. A body that was buried in
Rome in the year 100 could be resur-
rected in 2090 and appear in Jerusalem in
2100. Or some saint living in 2090 could
be caught up in the clouds and also
appear in Jerusalem in 2100. Then would
the first soul have spent 2000 years in
heaven and the second only 10 years in
heaven? What do you say, Curious?

“I figured this out in the first chapter of
Genesis: time in the Creator's heaven is
Creator’s time, not our time. Our time is a
property of the created universe. As far as |
can see, the only consideration to be taken
into account regarding the dating of those
events is the condition or qualification of
the saints. Since it will be like a harvest,
they should be in prime condition and
ready for the next step.”

What do you mean by “ready for the
next step,” Curious?

“To be ready to reign with Christ is the
next step.”

Like having a degree in political sci-
ence?

“They would have to be incorruptible;
otherwise, the world will be back in the
same mess. Who qualifies for that, | don’t
know. Some preparation in heaven is
needed.”

That was a long detour away from the
Revelation text. You know how it is. Curi-
ous gets these fits of curiosity. Finally, he
continued reading where he had left off.

8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,”

the Lord God says. “I am he who is

and who was and who is to come—the

Almighty one.”

Curious wondered about this statement
because it surprised him that the God of
the Hebrew Scriptures would make use of
the Greek alphabet. Then, remembering
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that this book was directed to churches in
Asia Minor where Greek would be in use
more than Hebrew, it seemed not only an
accommodation but a declaration that
Jesus in his glorification speaks Greek just
as well as any language, for he is one with
Almighty God who knows all things. Curi-
ous will discover that angels seem to
know Greek too.

9 I John, your brother and partaker

with you in the tribulation and king-

dom and patience in Jesus, was on the
island called Patmos for the word of

God and the testimony of Jesus.

As he tried to get the gist of “tribulation
and kingdom and patience in Jesus,”
which sounded rather comprehensive,
Curious’ curiosity paid off when he ampli-
fied and rearranged the words slightly:
waiting for the kingdom took patience,
especially with the routine tribulation that
came as a result of publicly testifying for
Jesus and his return—which his readers
would understand because they were par-
takers of the same.

“Why was he on that island?” Curious
muttered. “For the word of God and the testi-
mony of Jesus is pretty vague.”

I agree. It could go either way. Was John
there to testify about Jesus, or was he sent
to Patmos in order that his testifying be
arrested?

“l don’t know anything about Patmos, but
a small island is not the sort of place
where this ‘son of thunder’ would spend
time if he had a choice.”

10 I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s

day, and I heard behind me a great

voice, as of a trumpet, saying,

“What you see, write in a book and
send it to seven churches: Ephesus,
Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis,
Philadelphia, and Laodicea.”

Thus far the flow had been turbulent
and hard to follow. Curious stopped and
scratched his head as if he expected it
would stimulate comprehension. Initially,
this book seemed to be addressed to all
servants of Christ, and then the scope

suddenly narrowed to seven churches.
Then the scope opened again and seemed
to address all who will be in the “kingdom
of priests,” which would include more
than seven local churches.

“It would make more sense if those
seven churches stood for something,” Curi-
ous muttered. “Is there a Spirit before the
throne for every church, not just those
seven?”

As you can see, Curious remained cer-
tain that seven signified nominal, not
essential, divisions of the Spirit.

“The messages they receive will address
their need for patience as they wait for the
promised return of Christ,” Curious conjec-
tured. “Maybe there’s a good reason why
patience was needed in those particular
assemblies.”

But he wondered: if these seven
churches were representative, might they
represent seven different approaches to
testifying for and revealing of Jesus, each
perhaps motivated by one of the seven
spirits? But that did not fit very well with
the unity of the Bible’s teaching that had
come before this.

As he was thinking that “patience”
might be the key, it dawned on him that
the seven churches might correspond to
seven periods in the long history of the
movement that had lately begun. In that
type of seven-fold division no disunity of
doctrine would be imposed, only seven
phases of growth or development of cul-
ture—and how they all needed patience in
waiting for the Lord’s return! This made
sense, but why was it stated as if it were
about seven particular churches? Curious
decided to go with the plain meaning and
file the historicist interpretation as a the-
ory in need of testing.

He was curious about the location of
these cities and found that they were all in
one region of what is Turkey today. But he
also noted that the well-known church at
Colossae was not included, even though it
was in the same region and close to
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Laodicea—which was a strike against the
literal interpretation. Then there was the
fact that all were to be included in one
book, which made less sense if they were
specifically to the needs of separate
churches—another strike against the lit-
eral interpretation. But Curious was still
not ready to abandon the straightforward
approach without a definitive reason why
the messages were not meant for
churches in those particular cities. What
would a test look like? If they were not
meant to be entirely literal, he thought
that probably there would be no contem-
porary names included in the messages.
He would watch for that.

Curious reasoned that since John admit-
ted he was “in the Spirit,” the apostle
would have received impressions that did
not come through his physical senses.

“That great trumpet-like voice must sig-
nal something in itself,” he said as he tried
to remember other places in Scripture
where a trumpet sounded like a voice (or
vice versa), and he came up with this in
Isaiah 58: Cry aloud, spare not, lift up
your voice like a trumpet and declare to
my people their transgression ....

“If that’'s what this means, then those
churches are in for a scolding,” said Curi-
ous. “At least in Isaiah it's way more seri-
ous than impatience.”

You could be right, Curious. Keep read-
ing, and if it turns out that this trum-
pet-voice is explained by something in Isa-
iah, then expect to find many more con-
nections like it.

12 I turned to see the voice that spoke

to me, and having turned I saw seven

golden lampstands, and in the midst
of the lampstands was one in the form
of a son of man, clothed with a gar-
ment down to the foot and girded
about at the breasts with a golden gir-
dle. And his head and his hair were
white as white wool, like snow; and
his eyes were as a flame of fire; and
his feet were like burnished bronze
that has been refined in a furnace; and

his voice was as the voice of many wa-

ters. He had in his right hand seven

stars. Out of his mouth proceeded a

sharp two-edged sword, and his coun-

tenance was as the sun shining in his
strength.

Here was an astonishing vision of the
man John had touched with his hands and
known so well in the flesh, who had risen
to glory and now appeared to him in over-
whelming brightness, a frightful figure
beyond human and beyond touching.

“That would be slightly discomforting to
John,” Curious said in his dry manner.

By what means did John perceive this,
Curious? He said he turned and saw this
figure of Christ that must have been blind-
ing in its glory, yet he describes details.

“This is really dream stuff,” muttered
Curious. “It's a holy caricature.”

Of course Curious knew it was not
meant to be a realistic picture. Many
waters rang a bell, and he went back and
found this in Ezekiel: The glory of the God
of Israel came from the way of the east;
his voice was like the sound of many
waters, and the earth shone with his
glory.

“The brightness and the voice ‘like many
waters’ links this to Ezekiel's vision of
God,” Curious noted.”

That should not be surprising.

“But | know | read about this same vision
before. Not in Ezekiel. Now, where was it?”

Daniel, chapter 10, Curious.

“Most likely it was in Daniel. ... Here it is:

I lifted up my eyes, and looked, and
behold, a man clothed in linen whose loins
were girded with pure gold of Uphaz. His
body was like beryl, his face had the
appearance of lightning, and his eyes
were as flaming torches. His arms and his
feet resembled burnished bronze, and the
voice of his words were like the voice of a
multitude. ... Yet I heard the voice of his
words, and when I heard the voice of his
words I had fallen into a deep sleep on my
face, with my face to the ground. And
behold, a hand touched me and set me
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upon my knees and upon the palms of my
hands.

“John didn’t make this up, and he didn’t
copy Daniel.”

Why is there any difference at all, O
Curious one?

“Clearly they both saw an unearthly
being. Could Daniel have seen Christ back
then? | thought it was an angel when | read
Daniel originally, but now | wonder.”

He told Daniel about his struggle among
angels for nations.

“He said, I am he who is and who was
and who is to come. Now | wonder if that
refers to more than time and includes
manifesting differently in times past and
present and future.”

He has opposition in all time, terrestrial
as well.

“There’s remarkable symbolism here
that’s consistent. Eyes are for receiving
light, but these eyes in both cases send out
light.”

Okay, what do you think that means as a
symbol?

“That’s a sign | would assign to Jesus
because he said he’s the light of the
world.”

Don’t be too sure of that. Flames of fire
could mean scorching weapons. What
about the voice? How do you explain the
voice here in Revelation being like many
waters while in Daniel’s vision there is
that voice of a multitude?

“What is the voice of a multitude? It’s indis-
tinct and impossible to get meaning out of it.
Actually, it sounds like a waterfall.”

What about the sword? It's so startling.
Why is it missing in Daniel’s vision?

“It says the sword proceeded out of his
mouth. There’s action in that, like it's not a
fixed part of the figure. | think this is a case
where the spiritual thing has no exact phys-
ical counterpart. Daniel might have sensed
the same thing but omitted the metaphor.”

Perhaps the sharp sword proceeding out
of his mouth was presented to John
because he had the advantage of hearing

11

Jesus speak sharply on many occasions
while Daniel, if he saw him at all, saw him
from afar and never actually heard him
speak before he had that vision, and
would not know what the sword meant.

“I think if John were not so struck by the
brightness and glory in the vision, the
sword coming out of the mouth would have
made him laugh—as he surely wouldn’t be
puzzled by it. Daniel had no New Testa-
ment, so he’'d be puzzled by a sword being
in that location, especially on a glorious
body.”

You've made it seem reasonable, Curi-
ous, but remember, Daniel was a master
interpreter of visions and may have read
Isaiah. And another thing: are you sure it
doesn’t mean more than words? Christ is
God, and the words of God on many occa-
sions were devastating.

“Actually, | remember that Isaiah used a
similar metaphor.”

Curious searched and found what he
was looking for in chapter 49.

Listen to me, O isles,

and hearken, you far-away peoples:

Yahweh called me before I was born;

from the womb of my mother he named
me.

He has prepared my mouth to be like a
sharp sword

while he hid me in the shadow of his
hand.

He made me a polished shaft

in his quiver and kept me close to him.

Because of what came next, Curious had
previously decided this was personified
national Israel speaking; but as he read it
now it became clear that the speaker was
Christ telling of his own preparation in
God. However, in the next verse the voice
switches and becomes national Israel
telling about her experience in being the
womb of Christ:

He said to me,

“You are my servant, Israel,

in whom I will be glorified.”

But I said, “I have labored in vain;
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I have spent my strength for naught and
vanity.

Yet surely Yahweh is my judge,

and my wages are from my God.”

Then Christ speaks again:

“And now Yahweh, who formed me from
the womb

to be his servant,

to bring Jacob back to him,

and cause Israel to be gathered to him

(for I am honored in the eyes of Yahweh,

and my God is my strength)

—he says, ‘It is not enough that you are
to be my servant

to raise up the tribes of Jacob and
restore the preserved of Israel:

I will also make you a light to the Gen-
tiles,

that you may be my salvation to the
ends of the earth.”

Next, the narrator steps in:

Thus said Yahweh,

the Redeemer of Israel,

to his Holy One,

to him whom man despises,

to him whom the nation abhors,

to the servant of rulers.

Kings and princes will behold and rise,

and they will worship him
because of Yahweh who is faithful,

the Holy One of Israel who has chosen
you.

The passage had been ambiguous and
not clear at all when Curious encountered
it the first time. Now as he read it again
the meaning leaped out at him (so to
speak). He was astonished at how clearly
this passage in Isaiah prophesied of Christ
and the effect his words will have in
bringing Israel back as well as extending
salvation to Gentile nations. He was
reminded of what Jesus told his disciples:
From Moses and all the prophets he inter-
preted to them the scriptures concerning
himself. And now the risen Jesus Christ
was interpreting Isaiah through this vision
of his Revelation and having it presented
to this favored apostle.

“But unfortunately, that sword doesn’t
quite match up,” Curious complained.

He was thinking that the sword here in
Revelation was double-edged, which pre-
sumably meant that it cut two ways or had
a dual purpose.

“Well, Isaiah had the arrow too, which
would be like cutting in the other
direction,” he added, thinking about the
warnings of condemnation in Jesus’ words
that often accompanied the promise of
blessing.

Also, in Isaiah we might note this, which
Curious did not remember: He will smite
the earth with the rod of his mouth; and
with the breath of his lips he will slay the
wicked. And he might have noted that
compared to that blunt rod, the sharp
sword is a discriminating tool.

But as we know, Curious did remember
the reference to the sword in Hebrews:
The word of God is living and active and
sharper than any two-edged sword, pierc-
ing even to the dividing of soul and spirit,
joints and marrow, and quick to discern
the thoughts and intents of the heart.

“If John was familiar with Hebrews, that
by itself would explain this,” said Curious
as he imagined John rendering his vision
in the spirit into meaningful words. “On
the other hand, the idea of the sword
metaphor was neither John’s nor the
Hebrews writer’s. Job’s friend Eliphaz used
it. | think the symbol was invented in
heaven.”

What do you say about the feet, Curi-
ous? John took special note of the glowing
feet, and Daniel noted bright metallic feet
and arms too. Let’s hear the meaning in
that.

“I'm not Daniel, so | can’t interpret every-
thing,” said Curious. “The brightness and
glowing feet might just spell ‘glory’ in heav-
en’s vocabulary like it does in ours.”

I agree with that. It could be simply a
reflection of heaven. Another case is when
Ezekiel noted that the feet of the cheru-
bim sparkled like burnished bronze.

12
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“It's a characteristic of a body in heaven,”
said Curious. “It means it’s not flesh.”

It’s time to move on, Curious, and you
haven’t shown any curiosity about the
seven golden lampstands surrounding him
and the seven stars in his right hand.

“John was impressed by the white hair
because he compares it to white wool and
then to snow. There’s something like that
in one of Daniel’s visions .... Here it is in
chapter 7: ... the ancient of days was
seated: his raiment was white as snow and
the hair of his head like pure wool.”

The similarity is striking, but the match
isn’t exact.

“They’re different, but there's a family
resemblance.”

It would be unlike Curious to pass over
the seven lampstands at his master’s feet
and the seven stars in his right hand
unless he thought there would be an
explanation further on in the text—which
there is, of course.

17 And when I saw him I fell at his
feet as one dead.

Then he laid his right hand on me
and said,

“Fear not, for I am the First and the
Last and the Living one: I was dead,
and behold, I am alive forever; and I
have the keys of death and of Hades.”
“How did John know it was the right hand

that was laid on him if he was flat on his
face?” Curious objected.

Do you have to be curious about every-
thing? Remember, this is not physical.

“Oh, | get it! He sees himself in the scene
of this vision—not that he actually experi-
ences being in it. That confirms that we're
dealing with symbols here.”

You'll miss the main things if you keep
wondering about minor things, Curious.
What do you make of the keys of death
and of Hades?

“The main point he's making is that he
unlocked death, so he knows how to do it.”

Why does he mention keys, Curious?
Isn’t that superfluous?
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“Now he’s offering to unlock the gates for
others.”

There’s no padlock on the gates of
Hades. What do the keys represent?

“He said he would build his church, and
the gates of Hades will not prevail against
it. So death is guarded by the gates of
Hades that cannot be forced open because,
well, because when you're in there you're
dead. He's given to the church the keys to
open the gates of permanent death.”

Yes, and the key for you and me is his
own resurrection! Don’t forget that.

19 “Write therefore the things which

you saw and the things which are and

the things which will come to pass
hereafter.”

“Sounds like another writing assighment.
The ‘therefore’ must link it to the keys, so
this must interpret the keys. Apparently
John is going to be writing about the future
resurrection of the saints which the keys
make possible.”

20 “The mystery of the seven stars
which you saw in my right hand and
the seven golden lampstands 1is this:
the seven stars are the angels of the
seven churches, and the seven lamp-
stands are seven churches.”

Curious was fascinated by these pas-
sages bristling with symbols. The question
that forced itself upon him was, “Who
made all this up?” Having read John's ear-
lier writings, Curious saw some similarity
in the style, but the dense symbolism was
new and therefore he judged that newly
inspired artistry enabled John to report
what he saw.

The golden lampstand was familiar from
the tabernacle where it was described in
detail; and being carried over to the tem-
ples in Zechariah’s vision it became clear
that each lamp represented one of the
seven spirits of God. In the Old Testament,
the temple at Jerusalem became the one
place God had authorized to represent his
presence on earth. But now each church
had the complete Spirit, just as the one
temple did.
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“This means the churches, individually
and collectively, replaced the temple in
Jerusalem,” said Curious. “So this vision
and the writing of it must have taken place
later than 70 AD when the Jerusalem tem-
ple was put out of business.”

But still Curious was not completely
satisfied that he understood the nature of
John's vision. His thinking went something
like this:

“It could be that what John perceived,
however he perceived it, was impossible to
put into writing as he was bidden to do, so
he translated as well as he could into
terms that could be written down.”

I understood what Curious meant. For
example, if the double-edged sword was
established symbolism, it could be a com-
bination of “in the Spirit” vision and
John’s effort to write it down in sensible
language meaningful to readers familiar
with the Scriptures.

2 “To the angel of the church in Eph-

esus write:

These things says he who holds the
seven stars in his right hand, he who
walks in the midst of the seven golden
lampstands.

We know Curious well enough to know
what snared his curiosity in the first line:
it was addressed to an angel, not directly
to the church. Curious understood that
“angel” signifies “messenger,” but why
was it not addressed to the bishop or
some leader at the Ephesian church? Cer-
tainly the One from whom it was issued
knew every name in the congregation; he
did not depend on John’s knowledge—and
John probably knew the names.

Then Curious remembered the “test” he
had thought of applying to these pas-
sages. Because “angel” was used instead
of an identifiable name or title, it was a
strike against the literal interpretation,
and that was the third strike.

So if the first letter represented the first
period of church history, then the angel
charged with communicating to that
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period would make the message available
to the whole church, and so on for the
other letters in sequence.

It seemed logical enough, but Curious
was not entirely satisfied because if the
church represented a period of history,
might not the angel represent heaven'’s
opposition to the “spirit of the age” out of
which the church was called? This mes-
sage to the Ephesian church then would
embolden them to take a strong stand
against teachers of false doctrines—errors
would be deadly to the movement if it had
as yet no concise charter. Though a doctri-
nal statement could be derived from the
letters that were circulating from the
apostles, false teachers could easily pro-
mote dishonest doctrines to the Gentiles,
at least, who were not familiar with the
foundational Scriptures of the Old Testa-
ment which had established the character
and authority of Yahweh—errors such as
leanings toward Greek and away from
Hebrew ideas.

Hence the seven churches taken
together could cover all types of church
culture and practice that would arise—
perhaps loosely connected with periods of
history but not necessarily in a serial man-
ner. (At least this is what Curious might
have been thinking.)

2 “I know your works—your toil and
patience—and that you cannot bear
evil men. You tried those who call
themselves apostles, but are not, and
you found them false. You patiently
held out for the preeminence of my
name and have not grown weary of
doing so.

“This must be the model church,” Curious
surmised, “because they hold Jesus dear
they diligently and patiently repel and reject
the counterfeit gospel involving other names
and those promoting such; and what could be
more important than that?”

4 “But I have this against you: you

have left your first love. Remember the

place from which you have fallen; re-
pent and go back to doing what you
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did at first, or I will come and remove
your lampstand from its place—unless
you turn around.

“Wow!” uttered Curious for the seventh
time (at least) since he began his tour
through the Bible. “While they successfully
defended the truth, they still stumbled!”

What were the works of their “first love”
that they had abandoned, Curious? Had
they stopped defending the truth? Had the
false apostles finally succeeded in eroding
their love of their Savior? Apparently their
light to the world was going out, and they
needed to reverse the trend or lose their
place in history!

“But you have this: you hate the busi-

ness of the Nicolaitans which I also

hate.

Here was a fine puzzle for Curious: a
name of someone, apparently, whose prac-
tices were hated by Christ. It sounded like
this “Nicholas”—or whatever his name
was—had started quite a movement, yet it
was something different from the false
teachers; otherwise it would be out of
place here.

A Nicolas was mentioned in the book of
Acts, but that man was a reputable disci-
ple of Christ chosen to minister to the
needs of people in the early church, a man
of “good report, full of the Spirit and of
wisdom.”

What about the context, Curious?

“That word ‘hate’ follows ‘love’ so closely,
I wonder if .... Yes, that hate must be a
legitimate exception to the love.”

Then it occurred to him that he may not
have been curious enough about “you
have left your first love.” He remembered
John quoting Jesus as saying, “A new com-
mandment I give to you: love one another
just as I have loved you.” Also, there was
much in John’s first letter about this kind
of love. Curious turned back and found,
He who says he is in the light yet hates
his brother is still in the darkness; he
who loves his brother lives in the light,
and there is no occasion of stumbling in

him. Moreover, Peter wrote much about
this. For example, Above all things be
fervent in your love among yourselves.
(But curious didn’t check First Peter.)

“Love and hate again,” Curious noticed,
“but the other was ‘yes’ on both, and this is
‘yes’ on love and ‘no’ on hate. So the Nico-
laitans must not have been brothers.”

Read it again, Curious.

“Oh, well, it says Jesus hates the busi-
ness of the Nicolaitans, not the Nicolaitans
themselves. But I'm sure that would be dif-
ficult in practice, whether they were broth-
ers or not. It would be a lot easier to go
along with their business, whatever that
was.”

Are you forgetting the context again,
Curious?

“They weren’t loving their brethren like
they were at first, for some reason. If the
Nicolaitans’ business in the church was
questionable, it would cause dissension,
and the love among the brethren would not
be as at first, especially if the business of
the Nicolaitans was a growing concern.
Now, what sort of business could it be?”

Curious had become convinced that the
Bible answered the questions it raised if
he looked in the right place, so with the
page being still open in First John, he
noticed this: But when you keep his word,
your love of God has truly been perfected.

His word certainly includes the new
commandment to love one another. And
what else did he tell them to do that might
become difficult to maintain?

Curious tried to think of some words of
Jesus that were especially related to that,
and he remembered the incident in
Matthew and Mark where James and John
had decided they were deserving of spe-
cial honor and power in the kingdom:

The mother of the sons of Zebedee
came with her sons and knelt down to ask
for something.

“What is it you want?” Jesus asked.

“Say that my two sons will sit on your
right and left in your kingdom.”

15
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“You do not know what you ask,” he
replied [to James and John]. “Are you able
to drink the cup that I am about to
drink?”

“We are able,” they declared.

“Indeed, you will drink my cup. But to
sit on my right and left hand is not mine
to give: it is for whom my Father has pre-
pared it.”

The other ten disciples were outraged
when they heard this. So Jesus called
them to himself and said, “You know how
Gentile rulers lord it over their people,
the great ones exercising their authority
over them. But among you it must not be
so. If anyone desires to be great among
you, let him be your minister; whoever
would be first among you must be your
servant, just as the Son of man came not
to be ministered to but to minister and
give his life, a ransom for many.”

“Public servants generally desire to
achieve greatness by ministering to their
constituents, which means they’re serving
themselves first,” opined Curious. “That’s
fine as long as they don’t craft policies that
increase their wealth and reduce our free-
dom.”

Peter, in his first letter, warned leaders
against lording it over their charge. Are
you accusing them of doing it anyway,
Curious? If so, I agree. The leadership
role naturally tempts one to increase
one’s influence beyond necessity and to
the point of to excess, and often the laity
find comfort in it!

“Church politics likely caused the loss of
their first love,” Curious concluded.

Further, he guessed that a translation
mistake—if it was a mistake—explained
why Nicolaitans appeared as a cryptic
name that concealed the message.

And that led to another thing to ques-
tion:

“Were these messages to the churches
written in that manner so as to be under-
stood only by certain ones at certain
times?”
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He was reminded of another verse from
Isaiah:

Bind up this testimony;

it shall be the law among you, my disci-
ples.

Curious was surprised to find a note to
the general reader tacked onto the end of
this letter to the Ephesian church:

7 “He who has an ear, let him hear

what the Spirit says to the churches.

To him who overcomes I will give to

eat of the tree of life, which is in the

Paradise of God.

This made it clear that the Ephesus
message was not meant only for one par-
ticular group of people at one geographi-
cal location and one point in history: it
was merely styled in that manner. So the
failings of that church were matters to be
overcome in a wide context, maybe by
everyone. Certainly the reward of sus-
tained life was worth every effort to keep
the love of the brethren alive: it was the
passport to Paradise!

Curious knew the “tree of life” refer-
ence was planted there for curious read-
ers, and he stopped to admire it respect-
fully without being inclined to dig up its
roots.

“There’s that tree of life again! It's been
long in hiding since Genesis.”

Essentially that’s true, Curious. Is this a
reward to be enjoyed by some, or is it sim-
ply a metaphor of salvation?

“In the Garden of Eden this tree had
something to do with living forever,” Curi-
ous recalled. “I'll assume it has the same
meaning here.”

Obviously. But how does that link to
“him who overcomes”?

“If Eve had overcome temptation ....”

That puts a point on the “overcomes,”
Curious. I think you're right.

“So this is about resisting the devil.”

And how do we do that? Might not the
devil have the upper hand?

“Where did it say, Resist the devil and he
will flee from you?”
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Eve was misled by a subtle lie. And I
doubt that she saw the devil in the ser-
pent. How do we avoid such pitfalls, Curi-
ous?

“Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil,” he whispered.

8 “And to the angel of the church in

Smyrna write:

The First and Last, he who was
dead and lives again, says these
things:

I know your tribulation and your
poverty (but you are rich) and the
blasphemy of those who say they are
Jews and are not but are the syna-
gogue of Satan. Do not be afraid of the
things you are about to suffer: behold,
the devil is about to cast some of you
into prison, that you may be tried, and
you will have tribulation ten days. Be
faithful even to death, and I will give
you the crown of life.

Curious had no trouble identifying their
richness in poverty, but he was surprised
that Satan had a synagogue until he real-
ized it did not say that: the hearts of these
particular Jews were the meeting place
where Satan was welcomed, and thus
these people were persuaded to discour-
age the Christian church by instigating
the arrest of its members.

The whole message was about being
courageous and not being afraid, because
the Savior knew all about it (even know-
ing the duration of the incarceration) and
told them it was a trial of their faith for
which they would be rewarded if they
overcame the temptation to shorten their
stay in jail or save their skins by denying
him.

Curious remembered that James had
written a similar thing: Blessed is the man
who endures temptation, for when he has
been approved he will receive the crown
of life which was promised to them who
love him.

“That throws a different light on tempta-
tion,” said Curious.

But now he wondered about the ten
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days. Clearly it was a limit on tribulation,
but then it could go either way: release to
continue living on earth or release by
death to be rewarded in heaven.

“If it meant the end of trial and tribulation
in ten days, then why was death mentioned?”
said Curious. “That’s heavy!”

Their whole outlook on life and death
was different from yours, Curious. They
counted it an honor to die for Christ who
had died for them.

Scenes from contemporary news reports
came to his mind where Christians were
being imprisoned and murdered for not
surrendering their allegiance to Christ.
He recalled the words of Jesus: A slave is
not greater than his master, so if they per-
secuted me, they will persecute you. And
in another place he had read something
like, They will kill you, and you will be
hated in every nation when you proclaim
my name.

“If the ten days meant they would be slowly
tortured to death, that’'s a long time by any
standard,” said Curious.

But it was not the ambiguity that both-
ered Curious so much, it was the seem-
ingly arbitrary ten days regardless of how
they were interpreted.

“But there is a flow,” he said as he
thought more about it. “Satanic lies within
religion leads to persecution of true believers
which leads to martyrdom which leads to the
reward of eternal life.”

So what about the ten days, Curious?
Where does that fit in the flow?

“Ten days simply means the whole thing is
limited and will not go on forever.”

11 “He who has an ear, let him hear

what the Spirit says to the churches.

He who overcomes will not be harmed

by the second death.

Curious took “not being harmed by the
second death” to be another way of saying
“will eat of the tree of life” and “receiving
the crown of life.” But each phrase also
revealed something interesting and
slightly different. Here it was clearly a
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confirmation of resurrection, and it sug-
gested that it was during one’s resurrec-
tion that death could be harmful, which
was not exactly like “sinners go to hell.”

“Apparently, everyone gets resurrected at
some point,” he reasoned.

Yes, but have we not seen resurrection
spoken of only for the righteous?

“If there’s a resurrection to judgment, that
could be worse than none!”

12 “And to the angel of the church in

Pergamum write:

These things says he who has the
sharp two-edged sword:

I know that while you live in a
place where Satan is enthroned, you
hold fast to my name and have not de-
nied your faith in me—just as in the
days of Antipas my witness, my faith-
ful one, who was killed among you,
where Satan has sway.

“Here’s a name!” exclaimed Curious. “And
no, the sword isn’t John’s embellishment.”

He stopped to think, because Antipas
appeared as a name of a faithful witness
who had been martyred in Pergamum,
making this letter uniquely applicable to
that particular place. He would have to
realign his opinion about the purpose of
these letters.

Consider this, Curious: what if, instead
of being lauded for his faith, Antipas had
been cited for having endured an unusu-
ally cruel torture without flinching?

“But what does it say, really?” Curious
asked himself. And he answered his own
question: “The commendation is for: 1) not
folding when persecution threatens; and 2)
being faithful to death. The singular name is
like the ten days: it implies a limit.”

In other words, there are no particulars
about the circumstance cited here.

But Curious’ curiosity inevitably would
lead him to attack the name. It was a curi-
ous coincidence that Herod Antipas had
been called “that fox” by Jesus. So if
“Antipas” has a meaning, he reasoned it
must be neutral as far as character is con-
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cerned. Curious looked it up and found
that “Antipas” means “like father.” So a
free translation could be, “Like in the days
of your fathers when one was faithful to
death.”

He noticed that Pergamum was appar-
ently unique among these cities for being
the place where Satan held sway directly.
Curious knew there were temples to
pagan deities all over the Roman empire
and that Satan lurked behind their gods.
So what could this be that was exception-
ally satanic?

There was something about the name of
this place that rang a bell, and “Galen of
Pergamon” came to mind. Curious had
once studied to become a nurse (but gave
it up after being exposed to the dysfunc-
tional hospital were he was being
trained), and in the history of medicine he
remembered that this Galen of Pergamum
was a brilliant pioneer of scientific medi-
cal practice.

“If Satan’s throne is in the medical estab-
lishment, | wouldn’t be surprised,” said Curi-
ous. “But Galen is proof that not all that
came from Pergamum was evil.”

Had Curious known that Pergamum was
renowned in the Roman Empire for its
healing arts that bordered on the diaboli-
cal, perhaps he would have said more.

14 “But I have a few things against

you: you have there some who hold

the teaching of Balaam, who taught

Balak to cast a stumbling block before

the children of Israel, to eat things

sacrificed to idols, and to commit for-
nication.

No doubt this was about fornication, lit-
eral and symbolic, in religion. But also it
reminded Curious of the apostles’ edict
designed to settle the question about
needing to adopt Jewish religious prac-
tices. He had thought it odd that these
two things (plus abstaining from blood
and the meat of animals strangled, which
sounded like health laws) had been set as
the minimum moral foundation—and that
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Paul later discounted the rule about eat-
ing things sacrificed to idols. But now
here it appeared again in this dictation!
He wondered how John felt about this, for
he had written about comprehensive
moral and spiritual principles that were
expected of followers of Christ.

Curious was too much into the revela-
tions embedded in these texts to let this
go as a curious anachronism. The time
scale had been greatly expanded by its
reference to Balaam, and so he opened his
thoughts to the scandalous issues he had
been hearing about in churches today,
foremost of which was fornication among
leaders. But what of the meat sacrificed to
idols? He read it again. No, it said
“things” sacrificed to idols, not specifi-
cally meat. What things might be sacri-
ficed to idols today? Curious had seen idol
worship in his travels and the many things
that were laid beside images of animals
and demihuman statues, but that wasn't
Christian practice—or not distinctly Chris-
tian. He had been inside Roman Catholic
buildings where he saw what worshipers
had brought in and laid beside what quali-
fied as idols. But those things were not for
eating later.

“What else could it be,” he wondered.
He pictured the Mass, where the wafer
and wine were considered actual body and
blood of Jesus. Could it be that their Mass
“sacrifice” was so far from the present
reality of the glorified Christ that they
were essentially sacrificing to the wooden
carving of a man on a cross mounted on
the wall behind the altar? Could today’s
priests be Balaks having been taught Bal-
aam-like by Nicolaitans of the Church to
cast stumbling blocks in way of God’s peo-
ple for their own administrative profit?

“Actually, that fits quite well if the origina-
tors of such teachings are the Balaams here,”
said Curious.

Now, who were these Balaam-like peo-
ple in the congregation at Pergamum,
Curious?

“But in the original setting it must have
been influential members who looked down
on people who adhered rather strictly to the
apostle’s teachings on moral lifestyle.”

15 “You have some that hold the

teaching of the Nicolaitans in like

manner.

“Holy ....” (Curious was about to utter a
profanity but caught himself.) “There it is!
It's like this Pergamum church models a
development of that practice. It's sure to hap-
pen: lording over the laity now has no opposi-
tion. It all goes together!”

16 “Repent therefore, or else I will

come to you soon and I will make war

against them with the sword of my
mouth.

Curious was hot on the trail, and
jumped on that one: the sword was the
word of God and it warred against estab-
lished churches that made Scripture inac-
cessible to the laity. Curious knew enough
history to connect this to the ecclesiastical
wars that raged in Europe and on the
British isles over these issues. As Bibles
were being translated and printed in large
numbers, the sword of the Word enabled
the Protestant upheaval.

17 “He who has an ear, let him hear

what the Spirit says to the churches.

To him who overcomes I will give of

the hidden manna, and I will give him

a white stone. Upon the stone a new

name is written, which no one knows

but the one who receives it.

“This is awesome!” shouted Curious. (He
was in the Spirit himself now.) “Mannal—
the food from God to feed his hungry people
in the desert; it’s like in churches where lead-
ers have deserted the Word—still there’s hid-
den food like | seem to be getting now. I've
no training in Bible interpretation, but here |
am, receiving hidden manna!”

Okay, settle down, Curious. Now, what is
that white stone?

Curious “guessed”—or maybe he had
heard somewhere—that in ancient Rome a
white stone was given to someone who
had been acquitted in a court of justice.
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“It serves as an apt symbol for that,” he
said. “It represents an assurance of being for-
given of all the sins and foibles in one’s life,
but it's hidden like the manna and not a lit-
eral certificate that anyone else can see.”

But what does that have to do with a
name?

“New name .... There were several of those:
Abram became Abraham, Sarai became
Sarah, Jacob became lIsrael, Simon became
Peter, Saul became Paul. It could be just
that.”

Sure, but everyone knows those names.

“I never liked my name,” said Curious. “I
wonder what name Jesus would give me.”

Perhaps you're missing the meaning of
this, Curious. Your interpretation of the
manna didn’t equate it to literal food; so
why does the name on the stone need to
be literal?

“But if the name is known only to me, what
good is it? Unfortunately for me I'll have to
remain Curious.”

As he pondered the puzzle of the new
name, he focused on the simple fact that
the recipient of the white stone and Christ
were the only ones in on the transaction.

“So it must be a secret name that Jesus
wants to be called by, and that doesn’t make
literal sense.”

Curious: think about it. How do you feel
about being in a crowd of millions stand-
ing before Jesus?

“It must mean a direct channel of commu-
nication with Jesus, like a private phone hum-
ber that only | know and that he will answer.”

I must say you could be right. Telephone
numbers would be meaningless in the first
century, and this unique stone is very
much like that.

18 “And to the angel of the church in

Thyatira write:

These things says the Son of God
whose eyes burn like flames of fire and
whose feet glow like burnished bronze:

I know your works: your love and
faith and ministry and patience, and
that your later works are more than

at first.

“Finally, here’s a church that’s going in the
right direction and has made some progress
in those important areas!” said Curious. “If
this refers to modern times, it should be inter-
esting.”

Notice the eyes, Curious. He’s illuminat-
ing something that will make them trem-
ble.

20 “But I have this against you: you
tolerate the woman Jezebel who calls
herself a prophetess; she teaches and
seduces my servants to commit forni-
cation and to eat things sacrificed to
idols. I gave her time to repent, but she
would not repent of her fornication.

“Uh-oh. Not so good,” Curious muttered.
“They do works of love but tolerate sin.”

He had an idea about the meaning of
Jezebel in this context, for he was not
afraid of metaphors. The charge against
her perfectly fit the original Jezebel who,
after becoming queen in Northern Israel,
promoted Baal worship. Her daughter
Athaliah usurped the throne in Jerusalem,
killing all but one of her grandchildren,
and in doing so nearly ended the Davidic
line. Both women were devil worshipers
and suffered violent deaths.

Curious had an idea that the evil which
worked through Queen Jezebel was a spir-
itual personage, a demon goddess who
infiltrates churches and woos some with
her occult lore and practice.

22 “Behold, I cast her and those in bed

committing adultery with her into

great tribulation—unless they repent
of her works.

Curious noticed three startling things
being implied here: 1) the number of
those involved in this spiritual adultery is
significantly large; 2) repentance is held
out as a way of escaping guilt; and 3) the
ones who are free of this charge can count
on escaping “great tribulation.” He felt
challenged to identify the adulterers in
current Christian movements, though he
knew almost nothing about them. All he
knew was from the few glimpses of
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bizarre and sensational mega-churches
that made the news: leaders so idolized
that scandal had no lasting effect;
celebrity musicians drawing audiences
where smoke, lights, and rock music made
church services resemble hell’s concerts;
faith healers using shocking methods for-
eign to the Scriptures yet with followers
eating out of their hands and swallowing
their lies. After all that Curious had read
in the Bible about the Christian life, he
could not get his head around these mani-
festations of spirituality being of the same
kind. “I wonder where all this is going,” he
said.

23 “When I terminate her offspring
with death, all the churches will know
that I am he who searches inmost feel-
ings and knows minds and gives to
each one of you according to your
works.

As so often happened, the Bible
answered the questions it raised, but
sometimes in doing so it raised another
question. What was this selective death?
It had to be something that connected
with spiritual adultery. That ruled out dis-
ease or war or any natural disaster. Even
if some Christian dropped dead like Ana-
nias and Sophira did, how would everyone
know that the reason was their idolatry
and not some other transgression? An
answer close at hand was “great tribula-
tion.”

“That must be it,” said Curious. “But this
necessitates him coming and removing the
faithful ones before such great tribulation.”

24 “But to you I say—to the rest in

Thyatira who have not this teaching

and who know not the deep things of

Satan, as they are wont to say—I cast

upon you no other burden. Neverthe-

less, that which you have, hold fast till

I come.

Curious was aware of the attraction of
occult lore and mystery religion that fasci-
nated people everywhere and probably
had been doing so forever. Either what he
knew of satanically inspired Christian
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movements was just the surface of things,
or it would be getting much worse and
tempting others to get involved.

“But those who have read and understood
this are forewarned and will hold to the truth
and look for Jesus to come for them before
the great tribulation,” Curious said.

26 “And he who overcomes and he
who keeps my works to the end, to him
I will give authority over the nations:
he will rule them with a rod of iron—
as the vessels of the potter are broken
to shivers—as I also have received of
my Father; and I will give him the
morning star.

This was like the last piece of a jigsaw
puzzle whose shape is apparent but color
indistinct until the piece is put down.
Curious was reminded of those prophecies
promising offices in a future theocracy,
and here were the qualifications: faithful-
ness of the church within the church as
long as it remains.

“It doesn’t say what the end is,” said Curi-
ous, “but it would have to be the end of the
person’s life or the end of the church’s life,
whichever comes first.”

Apparently, Curious wasn’t aware that
there are many Christians who oppose the
idea that the church age will come to an
end before the second coming of Christ.
How would he know about that prevalent
misconception since practically all he
knew was what he had read in the Bible?

“Now, what is the ‘morning star'?” Curious
wondered. He remembered encountering
that term in Peter’s second letter:

Like a lamp shining in a dark place, we
have the word of prophecy more sure. You
do well to take heed until the day dawns
and the morning star arises in your
hearts.

“It makes perfect sense,” said Curious.
“Christ’s government will need good commu-
nication from the head as well as obedience
on the part of the members who are given
authority over the nations. It will be like hav-
ing his light shine in your heart. No email or
telephone needed!”



Curious Looks at the Bible

29 “He who has an ear, let him hear
what the Spirit says to the churches.

3 “And to the angel of the church in

Sardis write:

These things says he who has the
seven spirits of God and the seven
stars:

I know your works: you have a
name that lives on even when you are
dead. Watch out! Reestablish what re-
mains of the original things, which
have nearly died, for I find none of
your own works acceptable before my
God. So remember what you received
and heard: repent and restore those
things.

“Another church in big trouble,” remarked
Curious. “Human innovation just doesn’t cut
it in Christ's book. That by itself says vol-
umes. If only anyone would believe it, the
world would be a different place!”

“For if you do not watch out, I will be

like a thief when I come: you will be

unaware of the hour in which I come
upon you.

“Thank God he’s coming to straighten
things out,” said Curious. “The sooner the
better as far as I'm concerned. But why
should | be concerned? I'm not a church
member. After reading these messages I'm
not sure | want to be one!”

It sounded like that church was in dan-
ger of being left behind when Christ car-
ries away his bride, and it would be a sur-
prise to them. Curious knew this was well
within the kind of operations God per-
formed in extreme cases of disobedience.

4 “Nevertheless, you have a few
names in Sardis who have not defiled
their garments, and they will walk
with me in white, for they are worthy.
Anyone who overcomes will similarly
be arrayed in white garments; I will
under no circumstances blot his name
out of the book of life; I will confess his
name before my Father, and before his
angels.

“Oh. ... That’s the other side of the coin. You
either go for it against the current of the
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times or you're lost. Obviously the prize of
secure salvation is well worth whatever it
takes to ‘overcome.’ But | wonder what that
means, exactly.”

He searched back in John’s other writ-
ings and found where it said, I have writ-
ten to you, young men, because you are
strong, and the word of God lives in you,
and you have overcome the evil one.

“The word of God does it. I'm glad I've per-
sisted in reading the whole Bible.”

Yes, and now, where does that put you,
Curious?

“It's interesting that Jesus presents the
name of the overcomer to both his Father
and to the Father’s angels. It sounds like a
courtroom setting where the worthiness of
this person in white garments is being testi-
fied to by Christ.”

That your salvation is significant beyond
your own welfare? Is that what you mean?

“Obviously it's important to the economy of
heaven,” Curious added.

Because this person resisted and over-
came the pressure to conform to that pro-
gressive church, he gets special recogni-
tion as a servant of proven reliability.

6 “He who has an ear, let him hear

what the Spirit says to the churches.

Curious paused and pondered that
statement. Though it had already
appeared four times in these letters to the
churches (and Jesus had often said when
on earth, “He who has ears to hear, let
him hear.”) Curious suddenly saw this as a
divine command on the order of “Let
there be light.” And that was troubling
because it was limited to those receiving
an ear to hear.

“And who would they be?” wondered Curi-
ous.

He remembered Moses said that Yah-
weh had not given the children of Israel
ears to hear. But to check his memory, he
went back and found in Deuteronomy;,

Moses, addressing all Israel, said, “You
saw everything Yahweh did in Egypt to
Pharaoh, to his land, and to his servants—
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you saw the great trials, the signs, and
those great wonders—but Yahweh has not
given you a heart to know, eyes to see,
and ears to hear to this day.”

He also remembered that Isaiah had
quoted Yahweh saying something similar:

Make the heart of this people fat, and
make their ears heavy, and shut their
eyes, lest they see with their eyes and
hear with their ears and understand with
their heart and turn again and be healed.

And more recently Jesus in the Gospels
and Paul in Romans had confirmed Isaiah:

... according as it is written, God gave
them a spirit of stupor: eyes such that
they should not see and ears such that
they not hear unto this very day.

So the matter of being able to hear or
not hear was not something a person
could do anything about: it was something
God had reserved for himself. But while
that sounded like the last word on “free
will,” Curious realized it left out the rea-
sons God might have for giving someone
ears to hear. It was like pointing out that
the verdict in a trial was up to the judge
without mentioning the witnesses, the
attorneys, and the jury. He recalled in the
prophets where Yahweh often complained
about Israel being “stubborn and rebel-
lious.” That, once again, restored his
hope. He sighed and moved on.

7 “To the angel of the church in Phil-

adelphia write:

He who says these things is holy
and true; he has the key of David, and
where he opens no one can shut, and
where he shuts no one opens.

“This one departs from the pattern,” Curi-
ous noticed. “The four salutations before this
make reference to things from John’s initial
vision of Christ and what he said. This is a dif-
ferent key, not the key of death and Hades
that was mentioned before.”

Curious searched back in Isaiah and
found the passage seemingly being
alluded to:

I will commit your government into his

hand, and he will be a father to the inhab-
itants of Jerusalem and to the house of
Judah. The key of the house of David I will
lay upon his shoulder; he will open, and
none will shut; he will shut, and none will
open.

“This is rather amazing,” said Curious.
“The application fits for one having absolute
authority under the king, as Eliakim had
under Hezekiah—but not really well because
he lost out when Manasseh became king.”

Still, the allusion to an outstanding
palace administrator remains valid, does
it not?

“If this church is mostly Gentile, would they
know about Israel’s history?”

Their “angel” would be acquainted with
Isaiah, and he would explain it.

“Balaam and Jezebel were explained, while
this analogy comes with an undefined pur-
pose,” Curious complained.

Yes, evils are easily delineated by exam-
ples. Goodness has no beginning or end.

“There must be a reason this is given to
this particular church,” said Curious. “If it
doesn’'t address a problem, then they must
simply need to be reminded that Christ is of
the house of David.”

But notice this, Curious: he said “key of
David,” not “key of the house of David.”

“Of course in a simple metaphorical sense
the key of David connects him to David inde-
pendently of that allusion to Isaiah.”

Yes, Jesus of Galilee was of Bethlehem
too, being of the lineage of David.

“Gentiles know this. We all know this, of
course. But | suspect this particular church
represents times near the end when Jesus is
close to taking the throne of David.”

Every time is near the end—just as near
the end as is the day we die, if not sooner
—but aren’t you ignoring the main point,
Curious?

“Now, what is it that he will open or shut?”

8 ‘T know your works (it was I who

set before you an open door which no

one could shut): you have a little pow-
er, for you kept my word and did not

deny my name.
23
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“That says they’ve maintained an accurate
withess of Jesus by his grace against an
enemy of the gospel that tries to shut them
up,” declared Curious.

9 “Behold, I give those who are of the

synagogue of Satan to you, those who
say they are Jews and are not, but lie;
behold, I will cause them to come and
bow down before your feet and to
know that I have loved you.

“That’s interesting,” said Curious, “a little
glimpse into his future kingdom.”

Doesn’t this trouble your curiosity? Tell
me: will those Jews who were unwittingly
hosts to Satan be resurrected?

“I'd hate to think it's a scene from the final
judgment.”

Likely it’s not, because they're repen-
tant.

“They tried going through a different door
that was held open by the devil.”

It doesn’t say that, Curious.

“| take that back. There’s only one door
here, and they couldn’t ignore it; they had to
come in and acknowledge that Christ had
accepted uncircumsized Gentiles.”

10 “Because you have kept the word of
my endurance, I also will keep you out
of the hour of the trial—that time
which is to come upon the whole
world, to try them that dwell upon the
earth.

“That’s a compact phrase with much mean-
ing,” said Curious. “Jesus endured death
and will return and take them out before the
hour of trial.”

Then what about the rest of it? It should
be easy because it’s a parallel.

“Just as he rose from the grave and
ascended to heaven and put unbelief on trial,
so he promises to raise them up and keep
them from the time when unbelief goes on
trial in a big way.”

Explain what you mean by “trial in a big
way.”

“The whole thing is about believing. When
there’s an event that defies natural explana-
tion, and God warned them about it, some

who never had enough reason to believe will
start to believe that he’s trying to get their
attention.”

Do you think “that time which is to
come upon the whole world” will not be a
natural event?

“To make it work as a trial to instill belief, it
will have to match some warning given in
advance.”

11 “I come quickly: hold fast to what

you have, that no one take your

crown.

“Just so, he promises to come for this
church before the trial,” Curious observed.
“It all fits together!”

And what do you make of the crown?

“They already have a crown of victory for
holding onto the word that proclaims the
endurance of Christ. To keep it they must
overcome the arguments of Satan-inspired
religionists who would sabotage their belief.
That’s all.”

12 “T will make him who overcomes a

pillar in the temple of my God, and he

will never leave it; and I will write
upon him the name of my God, the
name of the city of my God (the new

Jerusalem which comes down out of

heaven from my God), and my own

new name.

Curious remembered the bronze pillars
named Jachin and Boaz at the entrance of
Solomon’s temple which later were taken
down and carried off to Babylon.

“These pillars will likewise have names, but
they’ll be permanent residents of the holy
city, never to be carried away,” said Curious
as he pondered the metaphor. “It’s like the
Jews lost their testimony and their city, but if
these Philadelphians keep the word of Christ
—no, not just them; it means anyone who
overcomes.”

But there were only two, and they
weren't inside the temple, Curious.

“Jachin and Boaz were emblematic, not
structural, but | never saw the point in having
them there,“ Curious admitted. “They did
have big fancy crowns, but | wonder .... Some-
where in one of Paul’s letters the church of
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the living God is called the pillar and ground
of the truth.”

Names were commonly written on tem-
ple pillars in John’s day, Curious.

“It says ‘I will make him a pillar,” symboli-
cally, of course: not just a name on a pillar.”

So the overcomer is promised a place as
permanent and important as a temple pil-
lar.

“But the promise includes the names like
tattoos if taken literally.”

Why would only that part be literal?

“Anyway, it's an indelible badge in some
form: a certification of citizenship and rela-
tionship in heaven.”

Break that down for us, Curious.

“Only one third certifies citizenship in the
new Jerusalem, which | guess is a celestial
city. The rest are marks of ownership—dare |
call it slave branding?”

You know bondservant, meaning slave,
is a good biblical word, Curious.

“The best thing about being a slave is you
can’t be let go.”

I agree; that's a desirable advantage.
What about the new name?

“This confirms what that new name on the
stone in Pergamum was about,” Curious
claimed. “It's a private line of communica-
tion to Jesus Christ in heaven.”

13 “He who has an ear, let him hear

what the Spirit says to the churches.

“The name of ‘my God’ written upon some-
one | take to indicate a permanent career in
the new Jerusalem,” Curious added, “—like a
brand or at least a badge that bears the
king’s name.”

14 “And to the angel of the church in

Laodicea write:

These things says the Amen, the
faithful and true witness, the begin-
ning of the creation of God.

“Interesting how these all fit together and
look forward,” said Curious. “He must be
speaking of the creation of the new
Jerusalem.”

Do you mean like it said near the end of
Isaiah: Be glad and rejoice forever in that
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which I create, for I create Jerusalem, a
rejoicing, and her people, a joy?

“l could find in Isaiah about Jerusalem
being a new creation of God if | looked for it,”
said Curious. “Anyway, this affirms it.”

Not so fast, Curious. Consider the whole
verse.

“However, | must say that doesn’t quite fit
the pattern. It sounds a lot like the alpha and
omega only reversed. Now, let me see how
this last of the seven churches comes out.”

15 “I know your works: you are nei-

ther cold nor hot; I would prefer that

you were either cold or hot. Because
you are lukewarm, neither hot nor
cold, I will spew you out of my mouth.

“That’s an odd metaphor,” muttered Curi-
ous. “I get the feeling it’s an inside joke.”

You're close on that one, Curious.

“Apparently he respects Satan more than
these folks. He never said Satan made him
sick. Conventional wisdom about moderation
in all things can get one into serious trouble,
like it did Israel with their liberality.”

Now, reinterpret the previous verse.

“l see now why he emphasized that his
observation is faithful and true. No doubt
they have a different opinion of themselves.”

Also, have the Scriptures not warned
them of this over and over?

“This is nothing new, actually. They must be
blind.”

17 “Because you say, I am rich and
have gotten riches and have need of
nothing, not knowing that you are the
wretched one—miserable and poor
and blind and naked—I counsel you to
buy from me gold refined by fire that
you may become rich, and white gar-
ments that you may clothe yourself
and the shame of your nakedness not
be exposed, and eye salve to anoint
your eyes that you may see.

“l see his strategy,” said Curious. “Rich
folks don’t want handouts; it's beneath their
dignity. So he tells them to buy what is
needed.”

Do you really think so, Curious? Are
they actually rich?
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“They don’t realize they’re miserable—poor,
blind, and naked. So how will they ever listen
to these words?”

19 “As many as I love, I reprove and

chasten.

“Thank God,” said Curious. “But I wish it
didn’t have to come to that!”

“Be zealous therefore, and repent.

“Easier said than done, | think. And so
much to repent of. | wouldn’t know where to
begin.”

20 “Behold, I stand at the door and

knock. If anyone hears my voice and

opens the door, I will come in to him
and will sup with him, and he with me.

“This is incredibly gracious,” said Curious.
“The lukewarm guy can begin without repent-
ing of what he knows not. He can invite Christ
Jesus in and share a meal as with a friend. ...
No, not quite: he has to hear his voice—or at
least the knocking—first, and he may be deaf
to that.”

21 “He who overcomes, I will give to

him to sit down with me in my throne,

as I also overcame and sat down with
my Father in his throne.

“The greatest reward imaginable!” said
Curious. “What a promise to the ones that
made him sick! If that doesn’t demonstrate
the grace of God, nothing can. ... But still,
there’s that overcoming business.”

Yes, the overcoming. It could be a rare
and exceptional thing.

“This goes well beyond grace. ... Or maybe
it doesn't.”

What do you say about the thrones, curi-
ous one?

“It's making my head explode! This is far
beyond being a pillar in the temple.”

But the promise of ruling with Christ is
not completely new, either.

“l always pictured this kind of reward as
being a secondary level of administration.
Now he’s sharing with these Ilukewarm
Laodiceans, of all people, the very throne of
God!”

Not many of them. Perhaps a couple
dozen.
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“I wonder what qualifies this particular
church to even be considered for this privi-
lege?”

Some will have overcome a great temp-
tation. Tell me: what is that?

“Jesus was tempted to rule the world
before dying to save it.”

How many from this worldly engaged
and spiritually lukewarm church will see
this connection?

“This whole thing amazes me. How could a
human being become absolutely incorrupt-
ible like Jesus and be trusted to share his
throne?”

Maybe it’s the position that Satan lost.

“Hasn’t this world seen enough of scan-
dalous behavior on the part of rulers in high
places?”

It does seem like a huge risk, consider-
ing the trouble caused by Satan’s failure
to respect his Creator.

“If such perfection is possible, it will prove
to Satan that his disrespect wasn't an
inevitable consequence of his freedom.”

That’s a far-reaching idea, Curious.

22 “He who has an ear, let him hear

what the Spirit says to the churches.”

“Apparently one gets to hear the Spirit
after being open to Christ,” said Curious.
“But you have to hear something to even
know to open the door to him. It sounds like
someone could be deaf to it all and never
respond for that reason.”

Curious wasn’t sure about that. The “if”
in if anyone hears was definitely there,
but and opens the door could be parallel
and not sequential, in which case the per-
son is aware of Christ knocking on their
door and is entirely responsible for open-
ing it. Curious didn’t stop to ponder this
further because this was not the first time
the ambiguity of human vs. divine respon-
sibility had appeared in his reading, and
he doubted that he would get his head
around it this time if he hadn’t been able
to before.

Curious was eager to move on to the
next chapter, but he paused and decided it
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would be profitable to categorize and 7. Promises:

summarize main points from the seven let-
ters.

1. Commendations:

« for toil and perseverance,

« for rejecting evil men (false apostles),

o for tireless witnessing for Jesus and
holding fast to his name,

« for keeping the Word.

2. Condemnations:

o for neglecting to love the brethren as at
first,

o for justifying disobedience as Balaam
had,

e for Jezebel-like promotion of sexual
deviation and occult lore.

3. Commandments:

e Do not fear testing; be faithful unto
death.

e Wake up and remember the foundation
you received.

¢ Hold fast to what you have been taught;
emphasize the original doctrines.

¢ Be zealous.

4. Conditions:

Positive:

e increasing in good deeds;

o steadfast love and faith.

Negative:

¢ Nicolaitan leaders
power over the laity;

e incomplete works;

e blindness about true spiritual condi-
tions.

5. Warnings:

¢ Remember from where you have fallen
and repent.

o Failing to repent, a church will not be
counted as a church.

¢ Be aware, or he will come like a thief.

6. Threats:

¢ Unrepentant church members face con-
flict by the sword of the Word.

e Jezebel’s disciples can expect sickness,
trouble, and death.

¢ Opposing Jews will be forced to bow
and admit that Jesus loves his church.

¢ The lukewarm church nauseates Christ.

extending their

27

e He stands at your door and knocks: if
you hear and open the door, he comes in.
o If your sins are forgiven, you will walk
together with Christ in white.
o If put to death for your faith, you
receive the crown of life.
o If you overcome, you receive hidden
nourishment and a private line to Christ.
e Whoever overcomes and obeys to the
end:

e will be recommend by Christ before
his father and the angels;

e will be clothed in white garments—
cleansed of sin;

» will eat of the tree of everlasting life;

e will never have your name erased
from the book of life;

» will not be hurt by the second death;

e will be kept from the hour of testing
which is coming to the whole world;

o will sit with Christ on his throne;

» will be given authority over nations;

o will be given light like the morning
star;

e will be have a permanent place in the
sanctuary of God;

o will personally receive the name of
God, the city of God, and Jesus’ new
name.

“Buy gold refined by fire from Christ and
white garments and eye salve,” said Curi-
ous. “That one stands alone. | don't know
where to put it.”

At first he had come up with six cate-
gories, but he felt it needed to be seven,
and he left it at seven even after I com-
plained that there’s no difference between
Warnings and Threats.

Finally, he went back and surveyed his
work.

“Why am | surprised that there are more
good things promised than all the condemna-
tions, warnings, and threats put together?”

Yes, but don't go picking out your
rewards until you find out what you qual-
ify for.

“Too bad they’re not unconditional.”
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Good observation. Now, tell me which
ones you think you qualify for.

“There’s a big emphasis on ‘overcoming.’
Apparently, not everyone succeeds in over-
coming.”

Okay, get your head around “overcom-
ing” and explain what it means.”

“Being obedient is a big part of it.”

Do you know when you've been obedi-
ent?

“There were several things listed that they
need to overcome. I'm glad I’'m not a church
member.”

Are you saying you don’t care about
receiving any of those promises?

“Some of the things they’re told they have
to overcome are not things I'd ever hope to
be faced with.”

Well, you've nearly overcome one thing
at least. You had no interest in the Bible,
and now you're well acquainted with
almost all of the Word of God. Whether
you realize it or not you're ahead of most
church members. But if you're not sure
yet that you want to obey Christ, it would
be foolish to wait until you finish this
book!

4 After these things, I looked and saw

a door open in heaven, and the first

thing I heard was a voice like a trum-

pet saying, “Come up here, and I will
show you the things which must come
to pass hereafter.”

“Oh, this will be good,” said Curious. He
had no doubt that this was a very different
kind of door because while both doors
were metaphors, the door on which Christ
knocked was to invite someone into his
fellowship while through this door he was
admitting John—and presumably John's
readers as well—to a vision of the future.

2 Immediately I was in the Spirit,

and behold! there was a throne set in

heaven, and the appearance of the one
sitting on the throne reminded me of
jasper stone and carnelian gems; and

around the throne I saw a bow like a

halo that glowed like an emerald.

28

“Reminds me of Ezekiel's vision of the
throne, except there the bow was colored like
a rainbow.”

How can we account for that difference,
Curious?

“John was familiar with Ezekiel. If he made
this up, the colors would be the same.”

That’s fine, but the color must be signifi-
cant or it wouldn't be mentioned. Why
would the color of the bow around the
throne be different now?

“All colors are in the rainbow. | can’t think
of any reason why colors in heaven should
never change. Or maybe John was colorblind
—just kidding.”

The emerald is green, of course, but
valuable garnets can be green too. The
priest’s breastplate had a garnet for Judah
and an emerald for Levi.

“Colors might be saying something at one
time and something else at another time.”

Must I leave it to the reader to figure
this out? John is in a new dispensation.

“Orange carnelian and red jasper agree
with the fire and glowing metal in Ezekiel's
version. The color of the figure on the throne
is pretty much the same while the bow over-
head now celebrates a new office of king and
priest. That’s the best | can do.”

4 Arranged around the throne were
twenty-four thrones on which sat
twenty-four elders wearing white gar-
ments and crowns of gold on their
heads. And all the while lightnings and
voices and thunders came out of the
throne.

The throne is very busy, is it not, Curi-
ous?

“If this is the ruler of the universe, | would
expect a lot would be going on. Voices and
thunders indeed!”

That’s the easy part. What do you make
of those additional thrones doing nothing?

“The thrones around the central throne
must be part of the administration some-
how. Princes, the king’s cabinet, heads of
departments come to mind.”
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If so, what authority are they demon-
strating?

“But they’re just sitting there in those white
robes.”

Remember, he is Lord of hosts. Might
these elders be commanders of hosts of
angels?

“Elder can mean representative, not neces-
sarily implying old age. So Maybe they're
angels.”

On the other hand, there’s that promise
to the Laodiceans.

“l don’t see Christ on his throne in this
scene, so these thrones aren’t rewards for his
followers.”

Then could the elders be old-covenant
saints?

“Actually, since they're part of heaven’s rul-
ing class, | don't see how they could be
humans at all. Men ruling over nations was
promised, but not ruling in heaven.”

So it seems. You may never get your
head around this one, Curious.

“Angels, when they appeared on earth,
were often taken to be human.”

Before the throne were seven lamps of

fire which are the seven spirits of God.

And in front of the throne it was like a

sea of glass, like crystal.

“Now here are the seven spirits showing up
in lamps,” Curious noted.

Does this mean the Holy Spirit is imper-
sonal?

“This has got to be the fountainhead of the
Holy Spirit.”

I like that. So seven would mean all-en-
compassing, not segmenting or dividing.

“Any spirit outside of this would not be of
God,” Curious declared like a scholar.

Okay. What about the shining sea?

“The sea is similar to what Moses and the
seventy elders of Israel saw. ... Here it is in
Exodus chapter 24: they saw the God of
Israel; and under his feet there appeared to
be a pavement of sapphire as clear as the
very heaven.”

Good find. Now, what does it mean?

29

“John is looking across a sea to the throne
which he can’t go near because it’s holy.”

That’s true if spatial dimensions mean
anything in John'’s vision.

“These images don’t make plain sense,
that’s clear as crystal,” said Curious. “But |
would love to get my head around this scene
because | see more of it coming.”

Four living creatures were around
the throne as well. They were full of
eyes front and back, round about, and
within. The first creature resembled a
lion; the second was like an ox; the
third creature had a face like a man’s
face; and the fourth creature was like
a flying eagle. Each one of them had
six wings. Never resting day and
night, they said,

Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God,
the Almighty who was and who is
and who is to come.

“That’s out of this world!” exclaimed Curi-
ous. “John has become an Ezekiel. No sane
person would imagine that and claim he saw
it.”

Ezekiel reported seeing four living crea-
tures with frames more like men; how-
ever, each had four faces resembling man,
lion, ox, and eagle. Each had four wings,
not six.

“John wasn’t copying Ezekiel, but there is
some common ground,” Curious observed.
“Evidently the impression one gets of heav-
en’s creatures is variable.”

After thinking it over, Curious allowed
that since John, like Ezekiel, was describ-
ing in earthly terms what had no earthly
equivalent, his description served the
essential purpose—like a political cartoon
which uses objects to represent ideas.

“This is what one would expect,” Curious
reminded himself, “because the Creator’s
residence in heaven must be of a different
order—high above any of the material stuff
we know about.”

In other words, although visions of
heaven cannot be rendered realistically,
meanings can be discerned by interpret-
ing their elements.
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“If a scene is meant to be understood by
the reader, it won’t be too difficult,” Curious
reasoned. He was thinking of the intro-
duction where it said, Blessed is he who
reads and anyone who hears the words of
this prophecy—and who heeds the things
written herein—for the time is at hand. “It
didn’t sound like the reader was expected to
have any special knowledge in order to get
the blessing.”

Aren’t you curious about the absence of
wheels, Curious?

“Some things are really obvious,” he
declared. “Wheels aren’t in this scene
because these creatures aren’t wheeling
about, unlike the cherubim Ezekiel reported
seeing on two occasions.”

That’s wild, Curious. Now, why are
these living creatures not wheeling about?

“Here in heaven they stand beside and
guard a throne that’s stationary. What Ezekiel
saw was whirling wheels transporting a trav-
eling throne.”

Okay. Now, the wheels in Ezekiel were
full of eyes, and here the creatures are
covered with eyes. What do you make of
the eyes? Is this obvious to you as well?

“There has to be a reason for so many
eyes,” said Curious.

The reason for eyes is seeing. Or are
these simply decorative?

“Where did | read something about the
eyes of the Lord?”

You may be remembering, The eyes of
Yahweh run to and fro throughout the
whole earth. It appears in Second Chroni-
cles 16. It appears again in Zechariah 4,
which you mentioned a bit ago. There it’s
in a context where the seven lamps of the
temple lampstand are associated with
both the Spirit and the eyes of Yahweh.

“Frankly their eyes are grotesque,” said
Curious, “and that gives me a clue about
Ezekiel's cherubim, as well as these living
creatures.”

Go ahead and explain your clue, please.

“The other characteristics of these crea-
tures must tie in here too.”
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Yes, if the many eyes symbolize the
Lord’s seeing throughout the whole earth,
then—

“If birds and animals are God’s instru-
ments, his eyes indeed are running to and
fro.”

It could be a metaphor on that level too,
Curious. Now, what are the wings all
about?

“Six wings is also weird. Two wings were
standard in the artwork of the tabernacle and
temple. Even in Ezekiel's visions four wings
were sufficient.”

Don’t forget the six-winged serephim in
Isaiah 6.

“Isaiah saw creatures called serephim
above the Lord on his throne in the temple. In
fact, these might be serephim because Isa-
iah’s had six wings too. Here it is at the begin-
ning of chapter 6. ... Now, this is interesting:
nothing is said about eyes. ... Four of their
wings cover their faces and feet and the other
two wings are for flying. So no, these royal
creatures are quite unlike cherubim. For
them, at least, Yahweh is too holy to be
looked upon, and he must not seem to be
beneath their feet.”

But we’re in Revelation. Does John
expect us to guess what the extra wings
are for?

“The living creatures here might use four of
their wings in the same way. Apparently
knowledge of Isaiah is assumed, so | think
they’re similar—able to fly or move about.”

9 And whenever the living creatures

give glory and honor and thanks to

him who sits on the throne, to him who
lives forever and ever, the twenty-four
elders fall down before him and wor-
ship him who lives forever and ever,
and they cast their crowns before the
throne, saying,
Worthy are you, our Lord and our
God,
to receive the glory and the honor
and the power;
for you created all things,
and because of your will they were
and were created.
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“These creatures, whatever variety they are,
appear to be directing the worship around the
throne,” Curious observed. “That’s consis-
tent with Isaiah 6. ... It says there, One cried
out to another, saying, ‘Holy, Holy, Holy, is
Yahweh of hosts; the whole earth is full of his
glory.” And the foundations of the thresholds
shook at the voice of him who called out, and
the house was filled with smoke.”

But there are many differences.

“The big difference is that Isaiah was being
commissioned for his work on earth, while
John has been summoned to heaven for a
preview of ‘things hereafter.””

Speaking of John’s being taken up to
heaven, you might consider his adventure
a “type,” if not a signpost, of the “snatch-
ing up” of the church, which we know as
the Rapture.

“It fits nicely,” said Curious, “because
Israel was promised resurrection on earth.
Paul wrote about Christians being with Christ
—and he actually experienced heaven.”

After reading the verse over again, Curi-
ous wondered why the elders should
speak of God being worthy of receiving
“the power,” for God is the all-powerful
eternal Creator. Might the elders be rulers
of angelic realms declaring submission to
Yahweh within a context where Satan and
other angels had seized power in an
unworthy manner?

Likewise, might the living creatures be
representatives of created orders of
beings who are loyal to Yahweh and serv-
ing him on earth—while serpents and oth-
ers served Satan’s purposes? Their
archetypes are watchful guardians in the
throne room.

“Did | hear someone say throne room?”
said Curious. “I don't like that because, as
Solomon said, there’'s no building that can
contain Yahweh.”

Though Curious had not gotten his head
around everything in this scene, I thought
his curiosity had been satisfied and we
could move on. But [ was wrong.

“l must slow down,” he told himself. “I'm
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puzzled about the number. Why twenty-four
elders? Why not twelve or some significant
multiple of twelve like thirty-six, which would
be the emblematic twelve tripled for strength
and reliability—the proverbial three-strand
rope that isn't easily broken. But here we
have only twenty-four, for some reason.”

Your guess is as good as mine, Curious,
but your curiosity is more than mine.

“Well now, let's remember Satan in this.
Say he got a third of the angels to rebel.
These elders could be the representatives of
the loyal two-thirds.”

Indeed his curiosity was still raging. He
now demanded of himself an explanation
of the impossible or extremely unlikely
dynamic in the throne scene: the living
creatures never resting and their repeat-
edly impelling the elders to be throwing
their crowns at the throne day and night.
(Is there night in heaven?)

“Who picks up the crowns so they can toss
them again?” Curious grumbled.

Apparently, he had withheld that ques-
tion and all the questions related to this
unending repetition of sound and sight,
hoping that an explanation might fall out
if he dealt with the easy questions first.
But when he attempted to visualize the
whole scene as described by John, it
turned out to be impossible. And we know
why: it was because he was not seeing it
as a cartoon.

“I think what John saw was merely window
display,” Curious declared at last.

What he had in mind was a display of
information such as is found near the
entrance of a building of importance to
the public. The display would be a simpli-
fied and condensed picture perhaps hav-
ing the artistic qualities of a cartoon,
designed to convey at a glance the busi-
ness of the building—approximately what
goes on inside. Because to convey to the
visitor the actual complexity of the activity
carried on inside (which may stretch over
years and decades) would be entirely
impractical.
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This concept set the stage in Curious’
mind for whatever else John might see. He
thought it a better way to think of the
essential difference between heaven and
earth than his theory about John having to
translate what he saw into images that
were somewhat human-oriented.

“No doubt John did some of that adapta-
tion too,” he said.

Then what understanding does this ani-
mated display leave us with, Curious?

“Actually, the crown-tossing would make a
perfectly good political cartoon,” Curious
mused. “Why not? One memorable image is
way more effective than words.”

If it’s a cartoon, then whether the elders
are men or angels should be obvious.

“That’s it!” shouted Curious. “It’s obvious:
this is meant to illustrate fulfilling the offer to
the Laodicean church members, which was
only a few lines back in the text!”

So the elders on the thrones are men
from the first century?

“The Laodiceans were advised to buy gold
and white garments from Christ. | thought it
was an exceptional command, and now
here’s the reason and fulfillment.”

[ must admit you have a strong “joint
heirs” case there, Curious, except where
is Christ? And now you have two compet-
ing theories about the twenty-four elders.

That didn’t bother him. He said two the-
ories are better than none.

Let’s leave that alone for now, Curious.
Explain your cartoon. Why does it appear
to have all the elders repeating the same
ritual over and over?

“Repeatedly tossing crowns at the throne
and falling down to worship is simply a car-
toon portraying never-ending commitment to
the king,” Curious declared.

5 Isaw in the right hand of him who
sat on the throne a scroll written with-
in and on the back, sealed with seven
seals.

And I saw a strong angel proclaim-
ing in a great voice, “Who is worthy to
open the scroll and loose its seals?”

3 But no one in heaven or on earth or

under the earth was able to open the

scroll or to look at it. And I wept, and 1

wept, because no one was found wor-

thy to open the scroll or even look at it.

Curious wondered why this affected
John that way but then realized that if
there had been rebellion and war going on
in heaven, John would have been sad
enough as he witnessed evidence of it.
And then to hear that the rebellion had
possibly infected even the ranks of elders
and angels to such a degree that none of
them was worthy—

“Maybe it's not that,” said Curious. “John
was afraid Satan had crippled the workings
of heaven,” he surmised. “If | were John, it
would seem like the end of the world to me,
because wouldn’'t Jesus Christ be worthy?
And why isn’t he in the picture?”

Good question. And another thing that’s
odd: how is it that every intelligent being
in the world and beyond was able to hear
the angel’s voice?

“The angel’'s proclamation was rhetorical,
and so was the negative response. But how
did John see all seven seals? Oh! | get it now:
Daniel was told to seal his vision until the
time of the end, which meant it would not be
understood until end times. This scroll is the
same: the seals mean John will not under-
stand—and the reader will not understand—
what is written on the scroll until the end is
near.”

Nevertheless, can you guess what kind
of information would be written on the
scroll, Curious?

“What’s on the scroll? Well, the future—
what someone can expect to transpire. That’s
what John was promised when he was called
up to heaven.”

Also, perhaps the scroll is a legal docu-
ment that has been prepared—or is being
prepared, depending on your point of view
—for the record to be used in Satan’s
approaching trial and judgment.

“No, | think the sealed scroll represents
future events that are ‘down in writing.””
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5 Then one of the elders said to me,

“Weep not:

Behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah,
the Root of David,

has overcome to open the scroll

and the seven seals thereof.”

“Of course | knew that was coming,” said
Curious. “But where is he? | thought he
would be seated at the right hand of the
Father. And what did he have to overcome? ...
He won the keys of death and Hades, but the
disobedience of the world is yet to be over-
come!”

Who wrote the scroll and set the seals,
Curious?

“That’s it! Almighty God laid out the plan
for determining the future of the world, and
the plan is written on that scroll. Now I'm
excited! His Son overcame death to raise up a
credible witness against Satan’s claim that
the future belongs to him and his demons.
The working out of that will be revealed as
the scroll is opened! The scroll gets unsealed
and Satan’'s doom gets sealed. | love it. |
can't wait to see what happens. It would
really be dramatic if the sacrificed, yet living,
lamb of God breaks the seals!”

6 I saw in the midst of the throne and

the four living creatures and the elders

a Lamb standing and yet as though it

had been slain. He had seven horns

and seven eyes, which are the seven
spirits of God sent forth into all the
earth.

“Now, that's an intriguing cartoon,” said
Curious. “The Lamb standing and yet bleed-
ing is an obvious figure for Jesus Christ. It's
not pretty at all, but it says it all.”

Yes, it emphasizes the cost to the
majesty of God of his incarnation.

“Apparently, the seven spirits of God will be
watching and exerting power to keep the plan
on track. That’s in addition to Christ’s death,
absorbing penalties of sin that held humanity
securely in Satan’s camp—the Father, Son,
and Spirit all working together in seven points
of power!”

I'm curious too: what do you mean by
seven points of power?

“Those seven horns mean he’s all powerful
and there are no vulnerabilities in him. He
may appear as a lamb, but he’s a lion, and
the horns tell of his power.”

I agree we have to look at it that way
because on the surface it is certainly
grotesque. The meanings that you said lie
behind the elements of the picture have
been well established. Tell me more about
the seven eyes.

“Seven eyes are actually in that Zechariah
passage: these seven shall rejoice ... these
are the eyes of Yahweh which run to and fro
through the whole earth.”

What does that tell you, Curious?

“The seven eyes completely link the Lamb
to God the Father as well as to the Spirit. It
shows he possesses the standing he lacked
when he said, of that day and hour no one
knows, not even the angels of heaven, nei-
ther the Son, but the Father only.”

Are we going to find out more about
those things which Jesus spoke of?

“If it’s in the language of heaven, it's hard
to say how much of what’s inside the scroll
can be directly communicated to us. It will
come out in pictures like everything we’ve
seen so far in this book. If we’re near the end
times, we may understand some of it.”

Someone had the idea that the back side
of the scroll will be a blessing to anyone
reading this, but meanings from inside
may be obscure even after the seals are
broken. Just thought I would throw that in
here.

7 And he came, and he took it out of

the right hand of him who sat on the

throne. And when he had taken the
scroll, the four living creatures and the
twenty-four elders fell down before
the Lamb, each one having a harp and

a golden bowl full of incense, which

are the prayers of the saints.

Curious shook his head as he imagined
the elders dropping their harps and
spilling their incense as they fell bare-
headed before the Lamb. The four living
creatures joining them this time capped
the comical scene.
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“I thought the cherubim, or whatever they
are—living creatures—would maintain an
order of decorum above that,” said Curious.
“But nothing is too extreme for a cartoon.
This one is effective because it reminds me
of, at the name of Jesus every knee will bow,
of things in heaven ...."

Apparently all living creatures are
included in that. I can imagine a lion bow-
ing to a lamb, but it's an extremely
humorous cartoon that pictures an ox
playing a harp.

“Because the harps have appeared sud-
denly, | suspect they allude to the temple wor-
ship. There should be singing too if it's really
about that.”

Golden bowls were listed among the
items David collected for the temple
Solomon built. But were they used for
incense?

“Ah, something else was needed: prayers.
So this must be about future events that take
place after some period of time—after
enough prayers have gone up. If the prayers
are to hasten Satan’s judgment, we need
more.”

So there’s no actual incense,
prayers? Then what about the bowls?

“The bowls of incense are labeled for us:
they’re not literal bowls; they symbolize
prayers that have been accumulating unan-
swered—even so much unused incense that
would fill many containers. Of course, this
confirms we’re dealing with a cartoon.”

This isn't the first labeling we’ve seen.
When the text identifies something as
being representative of something else,
does that make it a cartoon? For example,
the seven stars in the right hand of the
figure of Christ were identified as angels.

“All of these scenes are cartoons, really. If
the scene is so unrealistic that it couldn’t
appear in a stage play, then not recognizing it
as being purely symbolic would lead to an
absurd conclusion about how heaven would
appear to our senses.”

According to that, we haven’'t seen
heaven at all.

only

“In the first scene of this book, John
recorded details using visual terms, but did
that figure of Christ he saw actually exist
there on the island of Patmos?”

No, of course not. But it did reveal
something about Jesus Christ.

9 And they were singing a new song,

saying,

Worthy are you to take the scroll

and to open the seals,

for you were slain

and with your blood you purchased
some for God

of every tribe and tongue

and people and nation

and made them a kingdom and
priests to our God;

and they will reign on the earth.

“It's song of victory!” exclaimed Curious.
“And it's more evidence that this scene is
about a future that was some way off from
John’s time—that is, unless people all over
the world in his day were made part of the
kingdom without their knowing it.”

So is this not premature?

“The time had come to reveal the scroll
because of the momentum of the churches.
It was an encouragement to them that many
more competent souls would be cleared of
unrighteousness and be deployed as servants
and rulers on earth.”

You're about to know the details of the
scroll which others have known since John
wrote this and had it delivered to the
church. May your curiosity serve you well,
brother!

“Yet there’s no secret in being forewarned
and prepared and excited for the second
coming of our Lord—and someday taking part
in establishing his kingdom.”

So at a certain point he will have pur-
chased every soul he needs in order to get
started.

11 And I saw and I heard voices

around the throne of many angels,

plus the living creatures and the elders

—more than a hundred million—all

saying with a tremendous voice,
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“It would be impossible to picture such a
scene unless the throne was on top of a 50-
story building,” Curious remarked.

But nothing like that is in the descrip-
tion.

“Either someone told John this happened
or he was looking at a cartoon-like image
with a number on it.”

Worthy is the Lamb who was slain
to receive the power and riches

and wisdom and might and honor
and glory and blessing!

“l read that somewhere before,” said Curi-
ous. “It was in Solomon’s prayer. ... Well, it’s
similar, anyway. Here it is: Yours, O Yahweh,
is the greatness and the power and the glory
and the victory and the majesty, for all that is
in the heavens and on earth is yours; yours is
the kingdom, O Yahweh, and you are exalted
as head above all. Both riches and honor
come of you, and you rule over all; and in
your hand is power and might; and in your
hand it is to make great and to give strength
to all. Now therefore, our God, we thank you
and praise your glorious name.”

Paradoxically, Solomon’s speech is on a
higher plane than the angels’ song.

“How Jesus humbles himself in accepting
praise to a slain Lamb!”

Infinitely!—since he’s not essentially
inferior to the Father.

“It was near the end of Matthew where
Jesus—after he had been slain—said to some
disciples, All authority has been given to me
in heaven and on earth.”

Does it bother you at all that in heaven
they refer to him as the Lamb who was
slain?

“The slain Lamb in this book is cartoon
stuff and not to be taken out of context.”

Yes, it takes what is essentially a spiri-
tual transaction and boldly plugs it into
the realm of physical objects. That's the
style of this book, like it or not.

“That song belongs here and nowhere
else,” said Curious, “because it’s not really a
song any more than Jesus is or ever was
really a lamb.”
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Unfortunately, I have to agree with you.
13 And I heard every created thing in
the heaven and on the earth and under
the earth— and on the sea, and every-
thing in the sea—saying,

“Hold on,” said Curious. “This makes no
sense on any level. Number one, fish don’t
speak either Hebrew or Greek, as far as |
know. Number two, if they did all talk at once,
how did John know what he was hearing?
There’s no way to visualize it!”

Obviously, it doesn’t mean quite what it
says, Curious.

“If someone were to ask me what it means,
| would have to say it's poetry about an earth-
shaking event that effects every creature
whether they know it or not, and if they could
say something about it they would.”

Keep reading. We need to find out what
they would say if they could say anything.

To him who sits on the throne and
to the Lamb

be the blessing, honor, glory, and
dominion forever and ever.

And the four living creatures said,
“Amen.” And the elders fell down and
worshiped.

“This outrageous scene conveys the kind of
worship that was to come—will come some-
day | should say, otherwise the world would
be a very different place today.”

The cartoon style does get the point
across very vividly.

“It could have said, ‘everything in the world
will be in tune with God.”

Does it imply that people will not eat
fish and that fish will abstain from eating
one another?

“I take it that Jesus set the pattern for what
will be done by the way he lived.”

Everyone and every thing seems to be
happy about Christ receiving all the
power.

“We know Satan still rules the nations
because he offered his dominion to Jesus
and Jesus answered as if the offer were valid.
Obviously, the world isn’t a happy place yet.”

Curious reasoned that since he has
encountered no mention of Satan’s actual
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demise in this book that the plan which is
about to unfold as the scroll’s seals are
loosed will deal with that. But he sees a
serious problem.

“So there’s something missing here. If the
Lamb receives all the power, as they say, why
is Satan acting today as though he’s unde-
feated and still hopes to win the war?”

Have you forgotten, Curious? You have
to go back to the Big Picture.

“Yahweh is being very kind to Satan; that’s
what it amounts to in my view.”

No, he’s being patient with Satan’s dim
view of mankind. Remember Job?

“For example, Job pays a huge price so Yah-
weh can prove to Satan that his best servants
aren’t corruptible. But of course that story is
unrealistic.”

As a type it isn’t unrealistic. It foreshad-
ows that human beings are not incapable
of becoming steadfast servants, ultimately.

“l understand that Jesus makes multitudes
righteous. But will we someday become as
reliable as Job? Because that’s the kind of
servants Jesus needs to rule the world.”

It’s called sanctification, Curious. It's a
process that will produce servants as
trustworthy as Job. It starts here and is
finished when our burden of flesh gets
transformed.

“Satan still needs to be dealt with no mat-
ter how well the kingdom is administered,
otherwise, it's going to be very tough when-
ever devils are pulling strings.”

But, Curious, think about this: how can
God justly condemn Satan without con-
demning all freedom like what gave Satan
his ability to be impressed with himself?

“Isn't it a mystery? | know I've worked
through this before. But isn’t it a mystery that
Satan wasn’t banished immediately when he
began to cause trouble? And that was before
the creation of mankind, because he was
opposing God in the Garden.”

It’s that issue of justice, Curious. It's a
legal case. All creation was good, pre-
cisely as God said it was in the beginning
—when properly administered. Therefore,

Satan’s argument that the flaw his Maker
found in him was an intrinsic feature of
freedom will be proven false, and then the
devil and his demons must receive their
just reward.

6 And I watched when the Lamb
opened one of the seven seals, and I
heard one of the four living creatures
say with a voice like thunder, “Come!”
And behold, a white horse came;
and the rider had a bow; and a crown
was given to him; and he came forth
conquering and to conquer.”

“How does a lamb open a seal?”

Forget that. What else did John see?

“I'm thinking. ... Is this a view from heaven
of an event on earth? No, what can one man
on a horse with a fancy crown do? This has to
be a cartoon.”

Is there no particular campaign being
depicted here? (Have you noticed that
Curious seems to hear me better lately?)

“It's generic. Without more details it could
fit any number of events in history.”

This book’s purpose is revealing Jesus
Christ. Is he the rider on the white horse?

“The rider on the white horse isn’'t Christ
because Jesus is the Lamb breaking the seal.
... 'm curious about the bow.”

Let’s hear your thoughts about the bow.

“The crown is given to the rider, but not the
bow. The bow could be his political power, or
it could represent a promise, like the rainbow
—or both. He didn’t earn his crown, so he’s a
politician, not a warrior. He promises prosper-
ity after gaining control. If the bow is a
weapon, the arrows are aimed at dissenters.
In fact, he’ll need a weapon like that to keep
the peace.”

So you think this is a propaganda cam-
paign. What about the horse’s color?

“There’s only one answer to the meaning of
the white horse: this rider presents himself as
a champion of everything that’s just and
righteous and good for everybody, but at the
same time he trots out on a steed of war to
impress his enemies. There are those who
don’t trust him, of course, and some who
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don’t fear him. He must conquer them first to
ensure the stability of his regime.”

You seem to base your interpretation of
the bow on his crown being unearned.
Have you honestly gotten your head
around this matter of the crown being
given to him?

“It was thus on the scroll. What can | say?”

But there’s no need to make a primary
issue of it. The horse and the rider, crown
and all, are simply ordained by the scroll.

“He must know that the crown is his. If so,
he made a bargain with Satan or the princi-
palities and powers in heavenly places.”

Did you notice the voice that announced
this rider?

“There’s nothing as terrifying as a lion’s
roar. But it’s only noise. The lion’s thundering
growl announced this—or was it the lion’s
command?”

If the lion-creature commands this
event, what part does the Lamb have in it?

“No, the ‘Come’ was a command to John. It
meant ‘Come and see’ in lion language.”

You're too funny, Curious. You do realize
that the “Come!” and the scroll go
together.

“I wouldn’t seriously suggest that the lion-
faced angel would bring this about.”

From whence did the command issue to
send forth the white horse?

“From heaven’s perspective it would look
different. The white horse, the rider, and all
the details are in timeless writing on the
scroll—a symbol for a particular plan of
heaven. The living creature’s ‘Come!’ alerts
heaven and earth that a revelation is unfold-
ing in time—in language both heaven and
earth can understand.”

Putting it in plain language, you seem to
think this is a formal announcement of
one or more events bound to transpire at
a time in the future from where John
stands at Patmos.

“The fanfare that took place before the
scroll was opened tells me John will be taken
on a journey through time so he can withess
this, whenever and wherever it happens.”
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That remains to be seen, Curious. Don’t
infer too much. This is only the first seal
of several. Taken together they may serve
a different purpose.

3 And when he opened the second

seal, the second living creature said,

“Come!”

And a red horse came forth, and it
was assigned to the rider to take peace
from the earth and that they should
slay one another; and he was given a
great sword.

“No truth was in the whiteness of that first
horse. It was a total deception,” Curious
declared.

Do you mean the rider himself was a
deceiver? The crown he wore from the
beginning was guaranteed, you know—or
at least he must have thought so.

“Now comes this red horse to destroy the
peace, clearly ordained by a power behind
the scene. Whatever comfort people had is
deliberately taken away, which exposes the
boast of the white rider.”

Since the release of the red horse was
predetermined on the scroll, some kind of
violence was bound to break out. Is that
why the white horse was a deception?

“I mean, dynasties don’t always end by war.
Sometimes they disintegrate or collapse of
their own weight. Sometimes they last hun-
dreds of years.”

In other words, there was a basis for
hope, but conditions were unfavorable for
lasting peace. There is no necessary
deception in that.

“It depends on the conditions. Yes, incom-
petence and corruption of the rider on the
white horse might well have defeated his
promise.”

Crime above fosters death and destruc-
tion below. It happens all the time.

“When there’s corruption, everyone suffers,
and it can lead to war,” said Curious.

It says this rider was assigned to take
peace from the earth. But I agree: the
phrase, that they should slay one another,
suggests war—even civil war. It fits anar-
chy too.
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“That has an awful sound. Civil wars are the
worst,” said Curious.

There’s still a mystery here. Apply your
curiosity to the great sword, please.

“The sword is a metaphor, of course. It
could be many things, depending on the
period of history.”

What would it be in today’s world?

“It could be social media.”

No, seriously.

“It’'s an interesting question. I'm going to
assume this is about crime and anarchy, so
the ‘great sword’ could be a high-tech some-
thing or something home-made—probably not
large-scale armaments unless it’s a full-scale
civil war.”

Don’t miss the clue that’s given about
that.

“High-tech fits best because it says the
sword was given to them, and that doesn’t
sound like home-made. But what it could be,
I don't know. Maybe something yet in the
future we know nothing about.”

Let’s stick with what we know. What
else could people be using to kill one
another?

“It could be illegal drugs.”

People selling drugs? That doesn’t
sound like a sword—a miniature rapier,
maybe, if you're thinking injections.

“Drugs are wielded by doctors too. Even
legal drugs cause deaths.”

Are you suggesting that “kill one
another” could mean a medical emer-
gency, like a harmful vaccine?

“I believe we've seen this. The white horse
might be recent.”

Assuming the red horse is drug dis-
pensers and the rider is drug makers,
then who was the white-horse rider?

“The man in the white house if his crown
was guaranteed before he got there.”

Heaven forbid. Now, we haven't yet
looked for a clue in the announcer’s voice.

“The second living creature announced this.
That one had the face of an ox.”

Did you know that 2021 was a year of
the ox in Chinese lore?
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6 And when he opened the third seal,
the third living creature said, “Come!”

And behold, a black horse came;
and the rider had a balance in his

hand. And I heard what sounded like a

voice in the midst of the four living

creatures saying,
A quart of wheat for a day’s wages
and three quarts of barley for a day’s
wages;
and do not harm the oil and the wine.

“Sounds like a managed economy,” said
Curious. “War brings on shortages and
rationing, but rations don’t include the finer
things which are reserved for the elite—is the
way it looks to me. But the previous seal
seemed to represent something other than a
full-scale war.”

Any number of things could cause short-
ages and price inflation.

“I wonder why this would be on the scroll in
the first place and why it’s significant enough
to have its own seal.”

That’s a very good question, Curious.
We need to find out.

“It must owe its importance to being in a
special sequence of events.”

If these three events don’t commonly go
together, it would mitigate against multi-
ple applications in history.

“If the red horse signifies disruptions and
this horse signifies economic hardship, still
there’s nothing special about that. So | don’t
see why this sort of thing needs to have a
place in the revelation of Jesus Christ—if the
red horse is about regional conflicts and not
something that involves every nation.”

What does this black horse signify?

“The black horse could be a clue. ... | don’t
recall a black horse in the Old-Testament
Prophets.”

There’s a chariot with black horses in
Zechariah.

“Wait, isn’'t there something about chariots
and horses of different colors in the book of
Zechariah?”

That would be a nice coincidence if it
helps us out here in Revelation 6. But
does it?
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“Here it is. It’s in Zechariah chapter 6:

With the first chariot were red horses,
with the second chariot black horses,
with the third chariot white horses,

and with the fourth chariot dappled
horses—all of them mighty.”

Is that all it says?

“There’s more, but not much. They're inter-
preted as spirits. But none of it applies here.
Strangely, the white and black chariots team
up and go northward on a mission.”

That would be orchestrating the judg-
ment of Babylon.

“Wouldn't it be almost incredible if the
judgment of Babylon is addressed next?”

Well, it would be.

“Everyone has heard of the four horsemen
of the apocalypse, but never in connection
with Babylon as far as | know.”

So where is this going, logically?

“What follows this logically is an increased
death rate.”

Don’t forget the voice on this one, Curi-
ous.

“Oh, the voice. Yes, the third creature had
the face of a man.”

Whose voice tells about the prices?

“John said it sounded like a voice in the
midst of the living creatures. The one that
would be most interested in prices would be
the man-creature.”

Okay. Are you satisfied that you've got-
ten your head around this black horse-
man?

“Why didn’t | think of this before: if the
white horse ushered in a bright, hopeful out-
look, this black horse doesn’t just represent
the opposite, it brings the opposite.”

In other words, your white deceiver was
motivated to bring down the economy:.

“And the red horse was sent by the white
deceiver to accomplish that.”

7 When he opened the fourth seal, the

fourth living creature said, “Come!”
And I looked and behold, a pale
horse, and the name of him who sat
upon it was Death; and Hades fol-
lowed with him. And there was given
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to them authority over a fourth of the

earth, to kill with sword, famine, and

disease, and by the wild beasts of the
earth.

“This horseman and his gruesome sidekick
Hades are simply personifications,” Curious
observed.

And the others weren’t?

“The white deceiver could have been too; it
could could go either way, but there’s defi-
nitely room for a real person on the white.
The red rider was given a sword, which
makes it sound like the actions of people at a
literal level.”

The black horse represents food short-
age or famine. Is that not personification?

“The rider on the black horse holds up his
symbolic scale and delivers a curious little
speech, all of which convey the idea of food
shortage. But | like to think of him as being
the puppet of the white rider; in no way was
he detached from that deceiver.”

Does this fourth horse excite your
curiosity at all, Curious?

“My first impression is that this one simply
pales after the others. And it's announced by
the squeaky croak of the eagle-creature,
which is a far cry from the lion’s roar. But the
interesting thing here is the one-fourth factor.
How did that come from famine?”

The pale horse brings deadly disease. It
takes a plague to kill so many, which
might be the result of war and famine.

“This has happened and may happen
again, but so many deaths involves a medical
emergency in one form or another. Don't ask
me about the wild beasts getting their share.
That seems unrealistic.”

The wild beasts would symbolize some-
thing, of course.

“Now, don’t mock me!”

Well, aren’t you curious?

“Yes, of course I’'m curious. How about this:
Wild animals are protected and allowed to
inhabit civilized areas, right? How are people
going to protect themselves from lions, bears,
and wolves after guns are confiscated? And
then there are always rats.”
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All right. That might be acceptable, but
it sounds far-off. What’s coming with the
next seal? The four living creatures have
had their turns calling out the events.

“I'm getting another idea about those four
creatures. They represent phases of civiliza-
tion: the lion is conquest (exploration, expan-
sion, and empire building); the ox is blood
sacrifice (religion and war); the man repre-
sents commerce (industry and economy); and
the eagle is death (famine, feuds, and
plagues) and contraction.”

Since nothing essentially unprecedented
or new was revealed by these four seals,
your idea at least ties them to the mysteri-
ous living creatures, and the four horse-
men become figures of these four cords
undergirding human history. But they
might also be prophetic.

“Prophecies earlier in this Book, like in
Matthew 24, sound much like what these
four seals have revealed, so the seals weren’t
about delaying these revelations.”

As Daniel was told, the interpretation is
sealed. But this scroll has two sides.

“From heaven’s timeless perspective the
seals mark different kinds of activity. Seen in
terrestrial time they could overlap as they
play out. The chapters in a book, though
bound in the order in which they were written,
sometimes overlap as the story plays out.”

I see. So the seals mark chapters which
may overlap in what is real time to us.

“So far the seals seem to have indicated
events that are sequential. Apparently they
don’t overlap, but the remaining seals might.
I'm curious if these four seals are different
from the rest because we’ve run out of crea-
tures to announce them.”

I think you're right. I see you're looking
at the next verse where the opening of the
fifth seal is not so announced, and what it
reveals is entirely different.

9 And when he opened the fifth seal, I

saw underneath the altar the souls of

those who had been slain for the word
of God and for the testimony which
they held; and they cried with a great
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voice, saying, “How long, O Master,

the holy and true, will you not judge

and avenge our blood on those who
dwell on the earth?”

Each one was given a white robe,
and they were told that they must rest
for a little while until their fellow ser-
vants and brethren finish their course
—those who would be killed just as
they were.

“Isn’t this ongoing?” Curious asked the
page. “Martyrs are being made now, aren’t
they? And haven't there been martyrs for
thousands of years? Why are these special?”

Isn’t it curious that they’'re pictured as
being under the altar?

“Where is this altar? It needs a temple—
more evidence for a temple in heaven.”

The mercy seat in the tabernacle—and
in the temple—modeled the throne of God.

“So that altar must be across the crystal
sea.”

Remember, God gave Moses the pattern
for the tabernacle.

“Cartoons don’t have to depict true spacial
dimensions. In fact, they seldom do.”

Curiously, this altar has space under it.

“A multitude sojourning under an altar is a
petrfectly fine cartoon,” said Curious.

Okay, but what is the meaning of it?

“It means they're Hebrews who identify
with the sacrificial system.”

They must be late arrivals in John’s day,
not from over a period of thousands of
years. Something caused them to claim
the Lamb Jesus Christ as their Savior. Oth-
erwise they would be waiting in Hades.

“Didn’t Paul tell us ‘When he ascended on
high he led captivity captive’? | would say
these folks are ‘on high’ and still captive.”

Okay, it has to be something as signifi-
cant as that for it to be on the scroll.

“Looking at it that way, they could be mar-
tyred countrymen he met in Sheol whom he
evangelized and took with him to heaven.”

As you often remind us, there would not
necessarily be the same time scale there.

“He might have stretched those two or
three days into a longer time to round up the
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spirits of martyrs as far back as Abel and
introduce himself to them.”

Having come without any sanctification
or baptism in the Spirit of Christ they
would need to be given their robes of
righteousness.

“Ghosts are invisible without robes, of
course,” quipped Curious.

Shouldn’t they be grateful and not com-
plaining?

“That’s why they’re kept under the altar,”
said Curious. “They haven’t forgiven their
enemies yet.”

That’s not what it says, Curious.

“What it says doesn’'t make sense. To be
held under there for thousands of years is a
virtual purgatory for the long-timers.”

Therefore—

“Yes, therefore it must be a cartoon. It's
about the waiting for Judgment Day.”

Then how does the cartoon label the
souls under the altar?

“What they say is in a speech bubble:

How long, O Master, the holy and true,
will you not judge and avenge our blood
on those who dwell on the earth?

The caption reads,

How many more will be slain for the Word
of God and for the testimony which they
held before the Great Day of Wrath
arrives?"”

12 And I looked when he opened the

sixth seal, and there was a great

earthquake, and the sun became black
as sackcloth of hair, and the full moon
became as blood, and the stars of the
sky fell to the earth as a fig tree casts

her unripe figs when shaken by a

great wind—the sky disappeared like a

scroll being rolled up. Mountains and

islands were moved out of their places,

“Whoa,” said Curious. “lt's a storm of
asteroids like has never happened in
recorded history while a tremendous quake
breaks up the land and volcanoes erupt. This
is what Jesus told the disciples would happen
before his return—and after the tribulation!”

and the kings of the earth, the princes,

the chief captains, the rich, and the
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strong, and every bondman and free-

man, hid themselves in the caves and

in the rocks of the mountains. And
they say to the mountains and to the
rocks,

“Fall on us and hide us from the
face of him who sits on the throne and
from the wrath of the Lamb, for the
great day of their wrath has come,
and who can stand it?”

“Now, this is interesting indeed,” said Curi-
ous. “They know that what they're going
through was predicted in this Book. That
explains why they're all in bunkers. Appar-
ently the bunkers are keeping them alive, but
when they understand that what’s happening
is neither natural nor a man-made catastro-
phe they can’t handle it.”

So they knew about this scene in Reve-
lation, and the warning elsewhere but
thought it was merely representing some
war or natural disaster. Is that what you
mean?

“They’re forced to face the supernatural.”

How do they know the difference now?

“Because, well, the stars are falling, for one
thing.”

Do you take that literally?

“None of this is a literal description of what
will happen. Rather, it's another cartoon. The
view from heaven sees the mechanism
behind things playing out in real (that is
earth’s) time, but that’s not the same thing
as the event.”

I think what you mean is that plans in
the spiritual domain for what transpires
on earth are in a spiritual-domain lan-
guage that cannot be understood by us.

“I mean when you peek behind the curtain
of time, if you see anything, you see what
appear to be symbols which represent time-
ordered reality. As it's written somewhere,
They were and were created.”

Okay. The scroll has two sides. How do
you think it will play out in earthly time?

“Nobody knows exactly until it happens, but
the impacts on the minds of men are being
revealed to John and to us. If there’'s more,
it’s still sealed.”
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And the results are?

“They’re scared. Such unlikely events in the
sky cause panic.”

What stars are falling? A meteor shower
could be spectacular, but not punishing.

“The worst thing that could happen would
be for all the thousands of communication
satellites to come showering down.”

I see what you mean. All the astronomi-
cal observation screens would go blank.

“The sky would literally disappear like a
scroll being rolled up.”

So the cartoon concentrates these sev-
eral events in one picture.

“The whole of the years-long Day of Wrath
is depicted in advance here. Otherwise, if this
all happened at once, what would Yahweh do
for an encore?”

This is next to last of the seven seals.

“Given that what this seal revealed is so
horrendous, | would guess that it's the last
seal to be broken and the seventh remains
intact. But a series in heaven would never
end at six, so the seventh seal will reveal
more and greater wonders.”

Turn the page. Here comes another
seven for you, Curious.

“Chapter seven. ... Another seven, but |
doubt that it has any significance.”

T After this I saw four angels stand-
ing at the four corners of the earth,
holding the four winds of the earth,
that no wind should blow on the earth

or on the sea or upon any tree. And I

saw another angel ascend from the

east having the seal of the living God.

And he cried with a great voice to the

four angels to whom it was given to
harm the earth and the sea, saying,

“Harm not the earth nor the sea nor

the trees until we have sealed the

bondservants of our God on their fore-
heads.”

“This doesn’t fit with what came before it,”
objected Curious. “That was a dramatic
scene with the sky being rolled up and all.
Now we’re back to pre-harm nature.”

Indeed, we're forced to consider this a
departure from the time sequence of the

foregoing six seals.

“If it's a retrogression, there has to be a
reason for it.”

Assume we’ve just had an apocalyptic
sketch. Now comes more detail.

“A summary of things to come from a psy-
chological perspective, was it? That strikes
me as a great interpretation.”

Okay, what is this present scene about,
Curious? Is it realistic at all?

“Now, this speaks of a uniform weather
condition over the whole earth, which is very
unearthly, actually. It would cut the output of
windmills to nothing, showing those who
neglected their oil as being fools.”

Do I hear an echo of a parable of Jesus
in what you just said, Curious?

“The four winds aren’t simply winds, obvi-
ously. They represent harm, like it says. | take
it the tribulation is being delayed while these
elect are gathered from the four winds.”

What do you say about the angel rising
from the east?

“It would signify a new day, like a sunrise,
for servants who likely have been experienc-
ing persecution.”

Of course. But who are these favored
servants of Yahweh? Remember, Ezekiel
told of forehead-marking in Jerusalem to
protect those innocent of idolatry.

“When the Rapture of those in Christ takes
place, it leaves behind, among others, faithful
Jews who have been serving Yahweh.”

I see. And that unexpected event moves
them to embrace the apostles’ teaching.

“And so they’re sealed by the Holy Spirit at
this point.”

Are you implying that the seals are not
literal marks on their foreheads?

“The seals could be allegorical because the
term was used .... Here’s an example in Eph-
esians: having also believed, you were sealed
with the Holy Spirit of promise. And it does
call it the seal of the living God, so it's not a
stretch to interpret this as the Spirit of the liv-
ing God.”

Okay, this would be forestalling the
winds of judgment for the sake of Jews
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belatedly turning to receive their Messiah.
But why limit the time that this scene
takes place to a single event following the
Rapture?

“Since judgment has been forestalled for
two thousand years, | can’t say for sure that
the Rapture will trigger this event,” Curious
admitted.

Jews turning to Christ is a growing
trend, and it began in the 19* century.

“But if they're being sealed against tribula-
tion, the trouble signified by the winds would
have to be within their lifetime.”

That’s good, Curious. Yes, if this comes
before the Rapture, what’s the point?

“So this fits between the Rapture and
whenever the tribulations start, like | thought
at first.”

And are you still thinking they’re Jews?

“If they are in fact Jews, | wonder how
many will be converted and sealed—thou-
sands | would guess for it to be included in
this book.”

4 And I heard the number of them

that were sealed: 144,000 of the chil-

dren of Israel: twelve thousand from
each of the tribes Judah, Reuben, Gad,

Asher, Naphtali, Manasseh, Simeon,

Levi, Issachar, Zebulun, Joseph, and

Benjamin.

“Did someone mention detail? Where will
they come from, | wonder.”

You were right, Curious. And here is
another puzzle: why is Joseph standing in
for his son Ephraim, and why is Judah
listed first?

“This isn't one of the traditional lists of
tribes. It's a new ordering for a new day.”

Note that Levi is included, and Dan is
missing altogether. (No doubt, Curious
will notice that too.)

“Couldn’t the Danites muster enough wor-
thies to make the 12,000 quota?” Curious
wondered.

These uniform numbers must be sym-
bolic, Curious. Dan apparently got left out
for a reason, and then the Manasseh half-
tribe had to be included to maintain the
emblematic twelve.
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“Are there Jews of pure tribal heritage
these days?” Curious asked himself. “I
know God would know, but why are there
exactly twelve thousand from each tribe,
large or small? That number has to be a for-
mality.”

If the numbers don’'t add up to reality,
then what’s the true bottom line here?

“Paul said all Israel will be saved. | think
this is pointing to that!” Curious declared.

So the forehead marks indicate salva-
tion? And the angel rising from the east
with authority over the tribulation pro-
gram would usher in a new day for them?

“Their tradition expected Messiah to come
from the east, so that fits too,” observed
Curious.

Thus, we've discovered not every living
Israelite is going to experience God’s
wrath.

“This parallels the church of Jesus Christ
being evacuated before the great tribulation,”
Curious pointed out.

Yes, apparently the sealing takes place
rather quickly. Exactly when does it hap-
pen?

“It happens soon after the Rapture of the
church.”

Thus continuing the presence of the
indwelling Holy Spirit on earth—a reason-
able conclusion.

“Otherwise the demons would be in total
control for some time.”

Does it make sense that the sealed ser-
vants might get literal marks on their
foreheads?

“The forehead sealing by an angel is per-
fectly suited to a cartoon. Imagine how the
sketch would show demons in the back-
ground observing it and having a fit.”

We need to make it clear that there’s
nothing said here about demons, Curious.

“I know there’s no mention of demons, but
that’s how | understand the failure of rulers
on this earth—yearning for power yet being
controlled by demons.”

What about Gentiles during this period?
Is there any special grace for them?
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“God is not willing that any should perish,
and at this time there must be lukewarm and
nominal believers left behind who have real-
ized their need of the Holy Spirit.”

What choice do they have at this point?

“Many will come out for Jesus at great risk
of being martyred, which they would never
have done before the Rapture. This would be
the majority of church members.”

9 After these things I looked, and be-

hold, a great multitude which no one

could number out of every nation—of
tribes and peoples and tongues—
standing before the throne and before
the Lamb, arrayed in white with palm
branches in their hands; and they
cried with a great voice,

“Salvation belongs to our God who
sits on the throne and to the Lamb.”

And all the angels standing around
the throne and the elders and the four
living creatures fell before the throne
on their faces and worshiped God:

“Amen. Blessing and glory and
wisdom and thanksgiving and honor
and power and might be unto our God
for ever and ever. Amen.”

“'m curious about this!” said Curious.
“Two different ways of escaping the wrath of
God are being compared and contrasted
here.”

Why don'’t you list their similarities and
differences?

“One: The first group is from almost every
tribe of Israel while the second group is from
all other tribes and nations.

“Two: The first group is formally enumer-
ated. The second group is unstructured and
unbounded.

“Three: In the first group they're called
slaves, chosen for being obedient to the Law.
The second group claim salvation by waving
palm branches, and their white robes are
gifts aside from the Law that mean their sins
are covered.

“Four: In the first group they're united and
divided by their lineage. In the second group
they're divided by their origins and united by
their contemporary declaration of faith.
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“Five: The first group is kept on earth and
protected by special sealing. The second
group is kept safe by being in heaven.

“Six: The first group has a special purpose
on earth. The second group has been relieved
of earthly duty.

“Seven: Everything halts while the first
group is saved. No special dispensation is
given for the salvation of the second group.”

Anything else, Curious?

“The numbers we see over and over: the
threes, the sevens, the twelves, the powers of
ten—they signify something in heaven.”

You're onto something there. Say it out
loud to see if it makes sense.

“In the design, which is like an algorithm,
the actual numbers aren’t determined until it
plays out. But the variables that hold the
numbers have significant names.”

Israel is twelve. Do you think seven
might represent the church?

“Seven is a common symbol that repre-
sents the whole of something, and it may
spawn another seven and so on. Ten and its
powers are symbolic magnitudes.”

Why has the sixth seal revealed multiple
scenes? Is six significant in some way?

“It only seems that the scroll has been set
aside before being completely revealed,
because the sixth section has three promi-
nent sub-sections. Six is incomplete.”

Curious was anxious to move on, but
then he noticed a discrepancy.

“It says they came from everywhere, but
there’s no mention of them being victims of
anything. Could they have died earlier, before
the four horses were released?”

He was remembering that some of the
altar martyrs came from an earlier dispen-
sation, so this segment of the scroll
seemed to imply no time sequence.

“The martyrs under the altar were com-
plaining about injustice and were petitioning
for retribution. Now we’re introduced to this
great multitude who came with white gar-
ments, and they’re not complaining at all:
they’'re waving palms and praising God and
the Lamb for their salvation.”
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So do you think this demonstrates inclu-
sion—the martyrs under the altar seeing
no further than the Old Testament while
this multitude is informed by the New Tes-
tament?

“I need to know who they are and how they
got there,” said Curious.

13 One of the elders asked me, “These

that are arrayed in white—who are

they, and how did they get here?”
“My lord, you know,” I replied.

“Just like me, John needed an answer. The
elder understood and knew John would be
afraid to ask. Chalk one up for the human-
elder theory!”

Dialog like that is not an uncommon fea-
ture of the apocalyptic style, Curious.

“Also, it verifies that John is in a receptive,
not a creative mood.”

Right—in case anyone reading this
thinks John dreamed it up on his own.

“They came out of the great tribula-

tion,

and they washed their robes

and made them white in the blood
of the Lamb.

Therefore, they are privileged to
stand before the throne of God

and to serve him day and night in
his temple;

and he who sits on the throne will
dwell with them.

No more will they hunger and
thirst,

and the heat of the sun will not
smite them,

for the Lamb in the midst of the
throne will be their shepherd

and guide them to fountains of
waters of life;

and God will wipe away every
tear from their eyes.”

“This highly lyrical answer goes far beyond
the question,” Curious complained.

Apparently it’'s a summary of the bene-
fits to be enjoyed in heaven.

“At least now I know, and it’s what I was
starting to suspect: they came out of the
great tribulation.”
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Are they all martyrs?

“They’ve all died, obviously. | don’t think
they would be classified as martyrs if they
died in the disasters we saw in chapter six.”

If they missed the Rapture, how is it
that now they’re saved as well as anyone?

“These are among the ones that weren'’t
ready for the Rapture and had to get serious
about washing their robes in the blood of the
Lamb. They belatedly committed to serve
Christ and set themselves up for persecution
and martyrdom—in addition to the tribulation
dangers. Now in heaven they’re greatly
blessed, but having come in so late, after the
last trumpet, they have much to learn.”

If that's who these are, where are the
saved of the whole church age—floating
on clouds and strumming harps?

“There’s more to heaven. Somewhere the
bride is preparing for the wedding. But those
martyrs stuck under the altar—it's amazing
that they’re in heaven at all.”

Okay, let’s leave them alone. They have
their own story.

“However, I'm still curious about the
144,000. | wonder if they evangelize this
crowd that’s out of the great tribulation.”

If so, who teaches the 144,000 to evan-
gelize?

“Somehow these select ones out of Israel
are enabled to preach Christ.”

That would be quite a miracle worthy of
mention, don’t you think?

“It's just that the two scenes are adjacent
... 'm wondering if they’re connected.”

Do you mean connected behind the
scenes, somehow? Go back and look care-
fully for a connection.

“Well, it says, After these things | looked,
and behold, a great multitude. That's a break
separating the two episodes, so | don’t see
any connection other than the seven contrast
parallels | noted, whatever that’s worth.”

Before you move on, aren’t you curious
about day and night in heaven?

“I'm not sure what to make of the day
and night—also those other references
that sound like life here on earth.”



Curious Looks at the Bible

I can tell you Curious liked this passage
because it affirms the complexity of God
by showing him being majestically seated
on the throne and also going forth in the
person depicted as the wounded Lamb
and personally drying their tears. But
Curious in his meticulous manner had a
problem with the multitude. How could
they stand before his throne and also
serve him in his temple? And how did that
fit with him dwelling with them? He saw
only one solution: part of this scene looks
forward to them being with Christ in their
resurrection life when the kingdom of God
becomes established on this earth. Then
God will dwell with them. Then they will
need the Lamb’s shepherding. Then they
will drink the water of life and turn to him
for resolution of sorrow and grief.

Now, tell us again, Curious, where in
heaven do you think the Raptured bride
will be?

“l figure the Raptured are in a course of
training in some suitable place and time.
They're modern people being entirely sancti-
fied once and for all and preparing to deal
with the great complexities to come with set-
ting up Christ’s kingdom on the earth.”

Then those dead in Christ who are res-
urrected just before the Rapture—aren’t
they in resurrected flesh? Where are their
resurrected bodies during the tribulation
period?

“Who have | missed? Where are those res-
urrected from the grave at the Rapture?”

Yes, where are they at this point in the
tribulation?

“I'm sure none of the resurrected will be
dwelling on earth ahead of the return of
Christ and his kingdom.”

So it seems they must be in spiritual
bodies separate from the Raptured folks,
which makes it seem they haven’t actually
been resurrected yet.

“l don’t have a problem with that, you
know. They'll be deployed to an appropriate
time and place to begin their resurrection
careers,” said Curious.
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Yes, you have mentioned that before.
Now here’s the seventh seal. You knew it
was coming.

“This seventh seal will be the last seal,”
Curious said vacantly. “We were told there
were seven. Seven means it completes what
is to be revealed by that means.”

8 And when he opened the seventh
seal, there followed a silence in heaven
— about the space of half an hour.

“The half-hour inactivity is interesting: like
in the seventh day of Creation—and also the
seventh day of the week—there’s rest and
reflection.”

Certainly, but more than half an hour!

“Seven is more than a style feature of this
book: it represents a building block of heav-
en’s administration, like a fundamental
axiom upon which other things rest.”

Curious ignored my comment because
he was preoccupied with expanding his
concept of seven. He might have inquired
about the “about,” but he never did.

2 And I saw the seven angels that

stand before God, and they were given

seven trumpets.

“That's the first mention of them,” said
Curious. “Unless they're the same as the
seven angels of the seven churches, but |
thought we’d moved beyond that scene.”

Perhaps John saw them earlier but
failed to say so at the time.

“No, this is a new cartoon. | think there
must be much, much more to heaven’s
palace than appears in John’s vision. Would
the campus involved in the administration of
the universe be less complex than govern-
ments on earth require?”

Well, that’s another thing to consider,
Curious.

“Your cartoon will focus on one or two
points; more would be confusing.”

Even more confusing, do you mean? Are
you ready for the trumpets?

“This reminds me of the seven priests with
seven trumpets marching around Jericho. But
being ram’s horns, those instruments were
quite earthy. However, they did call down the
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forces of heaven to flatten the walls of the
city.”

You said the trumpets “called down the
forces of heaven,” almost as if the trumpet
were a voice.

“Come to think of it, we have a clear exam-
ple in, I heard a voice like a trumpet saying,
‘Come up here.” So ‘trumpet’ and ‘voice’
could be interchangeable.”

Again, keep that in mind, Curious.

“And that was a type of the last trumpet
before the tribulation period.”

So the “last trumpet” that calls forth the
Rapture is the shout of Christ.

“Great miracles always come about by the
voice of God,” Curious asserted.

3 And another angel having a golden
censer came and stood over the altar;
and much incense was given to him to
add to the prayers of all the saints
upon the golden altar which was be-
fore the throne. And the smoke of the
incense, with the prayers of the saints,
went up before God out of the angel's
hand.

Again, Curious remembered the folks
under the altar (which he assumed was
the altar of sacrifice, not this altar of
incense) who were clamoring—or praying
—for revenge.

“So their prayers get added to,” he said. “l
wonder why. Shall we call it grace?”

His thought was that the additional
incense purified and corrected their com-
plaints.

“Anyway, it took a lot to make the prayers
acceptable, apparently, because ‘another
angel was assigned to the job.”

That’s a weak argument, Curious. But
go on.

“Now, let me see what form the answer
takes.”

5 Then the angel filled the censer

with the fire of the altar and cast it

upon the earth; and there came thun-
ders and voices and lightnings and an
earthquake.

“I hope that finally satisfies them,” Curious
said.
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Why do you think the prayers that were
on the altar of incense issued entirely
from those martyrs waiting under the
altar of sacrifice? Note that the text says
“prayers of all the saints.”

“Did | say that? Who else would pray for an
earthquake but those safely in heaven. Jesus
told his disciples to love their enemies and
pray for those who persecute them, so who
else in heaven would pray unloving prayers?”

If I remember right, we decided the car-
toon was about pleading for the coming of
the Lord. Everyone knows judgment is
involved and begins before he appears.

“It doesn't make sense that those who
don’t believe the Rapture doctrine would pray
for disasters to come.”

Those martyrs under the altar did have
a specific request if we take their scene to
be strictly literal. So if that’s what this
episode is about, it’s not a message that a
storm and an earthquake would clearly
convey.

“The voices were necessary, otherwise peo-
ple on earth wouldn’t know that the storms
and quakes were about their mistreatment of
Jews.”

Then what do you suppose the voices
said, Curious?

“What did the voices say? They said, ‘To
see what this means, read Revelation 8:5.””

6 The seven angels with the seven

trumpets prepared themselves to

sound.

“Now they’re back on track,” said Curious.
“If this follows the pattern, the first four trum-
pets go together in a sequence.”

7 The first sounded, and hail and fire

mingled with blood were cast upon the

earth; and a third of the earth was
burned, including a third of the trees
and all green grass.

8 The second angel sounded, and, as

it were, a great mountain burning

with fire was cast into the sea, and a

third part of the sea became blood, a

third part of the sea creatures died,

and a third part of the ships were de-
stroyed.
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10 The third angel sounded, and there
fell from heaven a great star, burning
as a torch, and it fell on a third of the
rivers and the sources of the waters.

The star is called Wormwood, and a

third of the waters became bitter.

Many men died of the bitter waters.

12 And the fourth angel sounded, and

the third part of the sun was smitten

and the third part of the moon and the
third part of the stars, that the third
part of them should be darkened and
the day should not shine for the third
part of it and the night in like manner-.

Curious was reminded of Moses lifting
his rod toward heaven and Yahweh send-
ing thunder and lightening mingled with
hail that smashed plants and broke trees.

“But this time it's the fire doing the dam-
age,” he murmured.

What shall we make of the blood, Curi-
ous?

“I'm looking up something in Joel. Here it
is: I will show wonders in the heavens and on
earth: blood and fire and pillars of smoke.
The sun will turn dark and the moon will turn
to blood before the great and terrible day of
Yahweh.”

Remember the preview back in chapter
six which had the full moon becoming not
blood, but “as blood.” Therefore, “blood”
in these passages need not mean actual
blood. What do you think John actually
saw, Curious?

“First of all, what made an appearance to
John was a man-like angelic figure with a
straight golden trumpet like you see on
Christmas cards—certainly not a ram’s horn.”

So then are you saying this trumpet
wasn'’t actually the angel’s voice?

“If the trumpet is a metaphor for the angel
calling down the hail and fire, it would be like
God speaking something into existence.”

According to that, no naturalistic cause
is needed to explain these events.

“But how John saw the hail and fire and
blood—and the damage to a third part of the
land and sea—I can’t imagine—unless it was
laid out in a series of cartoons.”
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Are we talking about a third of the
entire globe? Or will it be local, like the
plagues were in Egypt?

“How widespread this is depends on what
the purpose is.”

Yes, and what is the purpose?

“As usual, God is trying to get the attention
of his people, at least.”

As you say, this is symbolic writing, not
meant to be understood literally.

“All of this could be symbolic language. But
then | have to ask, ‘what about the plagues in
Egypt?’ Did they not really happen as
described?”

Good point, Curious.

“If not, was the crossing of the Red Sea fic-
tional? The citizens of Jericho believed it. The
psalm writers certainly believed it. Stephen
mentioned it. Paul mentioned it as if it was a
real event.”

Curious convinced himself that there
was no reason not to believe that John
foresaw the essence of an event that will
occur in real time.

“But as the blood in the Nile could have been
another kind of redness in the water, so it
could be in this case,” he added.

Please give us an example of what you
have in mind.

“A severe red algae bloom would poison
the water,” Curious suggested. “This
reminds me of another plague in Egypt when
Aaron struck the river with his rod and all the
waters turned to blood. The fish died, the river
became foul, and the Egyptians couldn’t
drink the water.”

That brings us to the wormwood. Is
there a precedent for that? The herb is
toxic but also is used in medicine and in
the drink called absinthe.

“I have a suspicion about that scene where
wormwood poisons the drinking water. It
might be a cartoon about something entirely
different yet also the same.”

Go ahead. What do you have in mind?

“This pretty well overlays those schemes
designed to pacify or reduce population by
dropping substances in water supplies.”
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Wormwood is mentioned in the Old Tes-
tament, you may remember. For example,
in Deuteronomy: Beware lest there be
among you man, woman, family, or tribe
whose heart turns away this day from
Yahweh our God to serve the gods of
those nations. Beware lest there be
among you a root that bears gall and
wormwood. So according to that, this
wormwood would be a metaphorical con-
sequence of serving other gods.

“We look to government and science
before looking to God,” said Curious.

The Egyptians worshiped many gods. Is
that what wormwood will be sent to pun-
ish?

“The main issue in Egypt was that they mis-
treated the children of Israel,” said Curious.
“But | don’t see how these plagues would
select antisemites.”

Neither do you think it’s about an eco-
logical disaster sponsored by humans,
right?

“I would guess this is a picture of water pol-
lution by man; but no, the source of the poi-
soned water is clearly from out of this world,
like the plagues in Egypt were.”

If you're looking for symbols in these
trumpet events, the mountain stands out.

“Sometimes ‘mountain’ was used in the
metaphorical sense of a ruling power. ...
Here's a case in Jeremiah: Behold, | am
against you, O destroying mountain, says
Yahweh, you who destroy all the earth, and |
will stretch out my hand upon you and roll
you down from the rocks and make you a
burnt mountain.”

Could this be a prophecy of some promi-
nent city burning to the ground?

“Since it doesn’t say that the mountain was
cast down from heaven, a floating mega-sea-
port sunk in a nuclear explosion could match
this pretty well.”

Does the context there in Jeremiah 51
tell us what that mountain represents?

“In that case it referred to Babylon.”

Could that be the key to the meaning of
this “great mountain burning with fire”?
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Could it mean that Babylon’s destruction
will have horrific side effects on the
oceans?

“I'm afraid | haven’t been consistent,” said
Curious. “If these scenes are in heaven, then
they cannot be quite literal.”

Could you explain what you mean,
please?

“It’s like the inside of a computer program.
What you see there is the source of every-
thing that the program manifests. But you
would not be able to see what it produces in
the real world by looking at it's source code
even though the code is the well from which
all the possibilities flow.”

That’s a bit too technical, Curious. Try
explaining what you mean again.

“In other words, in heaven you find the
plans for what happens on earth. But since
our time doesn’t exist there, the plans are not
timelines. When rendered in time the plans
produce events on earth, but the plans them-
selves ... | suppose if you saw them in heaven
they would strike you as being symbolic and
not necessarily tied to time and place at all.
The same plan could even manifest in differ-
ent times and places.”

Is that why it seems there are patterns
in history?

“For example, the same plan that was used
to produce the plagues in Egypt could be
used on a larger scale and there would be
some common features in the results.”

But I thought you liked the idea of the
trumpets being like the voice of God
speaking things into existence.

“The trumpet would be like the command
to bring the plan into action while providing
certain parameters that suit the plan to the
occasion—the command given in perfect
faith, of course.”

The four scenarios have one thing in
common: do you think it’s a literal “one
third”?

“’One third’ isn’t literal unless you refer to
the name of a variable in the plan. It follows
Ezekiel and suggests a significant portion but
less than half,” Curious said.
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The fourth trumpet scene doesn’t give
any measure of the damage to the earth.
It will be devastating if it goes on long.

“The same variable can factor several
things.”

So what purpose do these puzzles serve
in this revelation of Christ?

“To me, whenever the prophet looks into
heaven, this weirdness is evidence that the
Bible is true, because the impression it
makes on our sensibilities is not what | would
expect. It’s not at all like those out-of-the-
body visions that people report.”

Is that all? There’s no meaning we can
discern?

“If you look at computer code and you're
not a programmer, it looks like an assem-
blage of symbols, which might be poetry in
some code language, and in fact it is just
that. If the programmer has included com-
ments, those may have meaning to anyone,
but the comments are not essential to the
program. If one understands the program-
ming language and the application and the
principles of the program’s architecture, one
may be able, with time and effort, to begin to
understand how it does what it does—but you
never actually see what it does by looking at
the code. The processor—that’s real time—
turns the timeless domain of symbols into
meaningful output that we observe. What
we’re getting in these trumpet scenes is the
comments.”

Then is there no way for us to know
what the fourth trumpet scene will look
like?

“No way can that fourth scene be literal
without some major modification of the code
that underpins the universe,” said Curious.
“In a computer simulation of the night sky,
like in a planetarium, such a thing would be
possible by changing a few parameters—but
for the whole universe? ... Well, if man can do
it in a simulation, why should the Creator be
unable to do it in his simulation?”

Just change a factor from unity to two-
thirds, eh? But what would be the pur-
pose?

“Why it will be done | can’t imagine unless
it’s to show scientists there’s a God.”

Then maybe someone will draw their
attention to this passage in this book.

“If anyone living at that time in the future
has a Bible, potentially they could follow right
along, properly interpreting the ‘comments,’
and know what’s coming next.”

But will they interpret it properly if they
don’t know it’s not the program output?

“However, the actual events in time will not
look quite the same as the picture one is
likely to form by reading the text, which is
more like a cartoon.”

How does one recognize a real event
that has been prophesied in a cartoon?

“The first step is to admit it’s a cartoon. But
I’'m not sure about these four trumpet scenar-
ios, whether or not they’re regular cartoons. It
may qualify as a cartoon if there’s a simple
message supported by the complexity of the
scene.”

Then are these trumpet scenes cartoons
—or not?

“What they do is they get people’s attention
and cause them to search Scripture. So if this
is a cartoon, it could represent something
else that achieves the same end. In theory,
anyone who has a Bible or has read Revela-
tion carefully will not be too surprised by what
happens when it doesn’t exactly match the
surface level of Scripture.”

Will the Bible suddenly be in great
demand?

“l imagine all Bible references will have
been purged from digital devices by then. Any
surviving printed copies will be vary rare and
worth billions on the black market!”

13 And I saw and heard an eagle fly-

ing in mid heaven, saying in a great

voice,
Woe, woe, woe, for these dwelling on
earth, because of the remaining trum-
pet voices of the three angels yet to
sound.

“I've heard the cries eagles make,” Curi-
ous said. “Their voices were anything but
great. Pathetic squeaks is what | heard.”
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The main thing is this, Curious: this
eagle talks.

“l wonder what language it will squeak—or
speak if that’s what it’s doing. No, this has to
be something seen only in heaven, like an
emblazoned chapter title or a creative com-
ment in the program.”

You don’t think the three woes will be
shouted out, just like that, to get people’s
attention?

“So the three woes correspond to the three
remaining trumpets—or angel voices—
because the decoration on a chapter title
page of a great book is always designed to
correspond to the content.”

9 The fifth angel sounded, and I saw
a star from heaven that had fallen to
the earth, and there was given to him
the key to the pit of the abyss. And he
opened the pit of the abyss, and there
went up a smoke out of the pit like the
smoke of a great furnace; and the sun
and the air were darkened by the
smoke of the pit.

What will you call this plan, Curious?

“We have here a specified means, at least,”
said Curious. “In the wormwood case, little
was given to explain why something looking
like a comet should poison water sources.
However, | don’t know what to do with this
star—a thing which turns out to be a person
who receives a key and by means of the key
opens—what?”

Where have you seen that word before,
Curious?

“I recall Paul used that word Abyss when
quoting something from the Old Testament.
He implied it’s the place of the dead. So that
would be another name for the grave.”

But this is the “pit” of the abyss.

“It seems ‘pit’ and ‘abyss’ together mean
‘portal to the place of the dead.””

So can we expect death to come of this?

“l suspect that that smoke is toxic, and
people will get sick, somehow.”

But the abyss means death, you said.

“Could be fear of death, which is toxic like
in a pandemic. People are afraid to breathe
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the air, and fear darkens their imagination
like a black cloud.”

What about the key? And who in heaven
hands him the key?

“Something happens that triggers fear like
a key opening a door. The key unlocks some-
thing that misuses and perverts nature.
Satan no doubt has his hand in this.”

Was the cartoon just that clear to you,
Curious?

“Maybe I'm being influenced by recent his-
tory. But why not? It doesn’'t make a similar
event in the future less probable.”

It's true that political cartoons are
obscure if you don’t know their context.

“The darkening of the sun in this one
makes me wonder if smoke was the cause of
sunlight being cut by a third in the fourth
trumpet’s scene.”

So there may be an overlap of what was
revealed by the fourth and fifth trumpets.
Now, about that star fallen from heaven:
what do you make of him?

“In this case the word ‘heaven’ in ‘fallen
from heaven’ could not mean outer space
because the star is a living being, not a per-
sonification. There’s no reason for a personifi-
cation here. It's obvious that this is some
kind of fallen angel, if not Satan himself.”

What convinces you that this is Satan’s
plan and not God’s wrath?

“Satan wouldn’t be idle at a time like this.”
3 And out of the smoke came forth lo-
custs upon the earth; and power was
given them as the scorpions of the
earth have power. And they were told
not to hurt the grass of the earth, nei-
ther any green thing, neither any tree,
but only such men as do not have the
seal of God on their foreheads. And it
was given them that they should not
kill them, but that they should be tor-
mented five months: and their tor-
ment was as the torment of a scorpion
when it strikes a man.

Curious put the Book down, folded his
arms, and groaned, “What a batch of con-
tradictions! Smoke turning out insects? Char-
acteristics given them that belong to another



Curious Looks at the Bible

kind? Insects given orders what to do and not
to do? And they're instructed not to eat
foliage which is their food and energy source
—and they’re obedient to that? Instructed to
not kill—as if they could! Bugs smart enough
to respect a mark on the forehead?”

Maybe the contradictions are deliber-
ate, Curious.

“It sounds like poisoning to me, and calling
it locusts is a smokescreen.”

Do you mean the true meaning was
deliberately obscured?

“The bottom line is the same: whether by
toxic smoke or these exotic creatures, the
plague lasts five months.”

Notice that the greenery means there is
less merit in the idea that this scene over-
laps an earlier trumpet scene.

“All the grass gets burned up after the first
trumpet, so there must be a lapse of time
before this scene transpires because it men-
tions green things including grass.”

6 And in those days
men will seek death
and will in no wise find it;
they will desire to die,
but death will flee from them.

Notice the nice parallelism in that verse,
Curious. It could be a quotation.

“This is absurd on its face. I'll take it as a
clue about interpreting John’s hyperbole.”

7 And the locusts resembled horses
prepared for war,

and on their heads it looked like vic-
tor’s crowns of gold;

and their faces were as men’s faces,

and they had hair like the hair of
women,

and their teeth were like the teeth of
lions.

“This is too much,” grumbled Curious.
“Even for a mythical beast this is crazy, and
hyperbolic style can’t account for it. But it is
rather poetic. Maybe that’s a clue.”

9 And they had breastplates, as it
were breastplates of iron;

and the sound of their wings was like
the sound of chariots,

of many horses rushing to war.
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“If this is poetic fancy or a cartoon, what’s
the point?” Curious demanded of the open
page.

10 And they have stinging tails like
scorpions,

and their power to hurt men five
months is in their tails.

“It’s just too weird,” Curious complained.
“It's one thing to make up fanciful verse with
images to remain in the imagination, but
quite another to attach it to real physical
pain. | mean, it’s done in fairy stories, but this
is the Bible!”

11 QOver them as king is the angel of
the Abyss;
his name in Hebrew is Abaddon,
and in the Greek language he has
the name Apollyon.

Curious remembered that Sheol and
Abaddon seemed to be synonymous when
he encountered them in the book of Job
and also in a Proverb.

“Again these are billed as agents of death,
but where’s the destruction?” Curious grum-
bled. “This is a contradiction on so many lev-
els!”

The same could be said about the four
living creatures around the throne.

“I must admit, those creatures around the
throne were outrageous too.”

I thought you liked the weirdness. You
also tied it to the inside view of computer
code.

“If this is an inside view of the program for
a plan to bring on a five-month bout of sick-
ness to all but a selected few, the code has
bugs in it,” Curious declared with a grin at
his own cleverness.

Yes, of course. But maybe these are
symbols with meanings if one understands
the code.

“I might try to understand it from that point
of view, but what bugs me is the noise of
their wings sounding like chariot wheels—and
how did John hear that?”

He didn't say it sounded like chariot
wheels alone, Curious. The horses’ hooves
would contribute to the sound.
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“The self-limiting pain is the only believable
part. | wonder if the key to the interpretation
of the rest of it is the contradictions: it's not
meant to be anything real.”

So when this five-month nonfatal
plague transpires sometime in the future,
no one will recognize it as the result of
the fifth trumpet. Is that the idea?

“Of course, prophecy has this huge prob-
lem: if its fulfillment is easily recognizable,
and the prophesied event is painful, defenses
could frustrate the fulfillment.”

How could anyone stop something like
smoke from a volcanic eruption, Curious?

“If everyone recognizes these events when
they occur, and it’s like reading history as it
unfolds, wouldn’t they turn to God and plead
for mercy?”

Sometimes I wonder about Curious. Has
he learned nothing about human nature
from reading the Bible?

12 The first Woe is past; behold, two

Woes are yet to come.

13 And the sixth angel sounded, and I

heard a voice from the horns of the

golden altar which is before God:
someone saying to the sixth angel with
the trumpet,

“Loose the four angels that are bound
at the great river Euphrates.”

And the four angels were loosed

that had been prepared for the hour
and day and month and year,

that they should kill the third part of
men.

“Now comes the death!” exclaimed Curi-
ous. “But what is the connection? Oh, | get it:
the day and the hour was variable, not exactly
following the five months of pain, and the
sixth angel couldn’t call for it until told to go
ahead. So they knew that death was coming
but kept it secret. ... Is that the incense altar?
Whose prayer is behind this?”

Curious, wake up! An angel looses
other angels? Angels bound at the river?
Angels doing the killing? Be more curious!

“I'm reminded of the death angel that
killed all the firstborn in Egypt. Who knows,
maybe that one was bound to the Nile. That

might have been a plague too, but | never
thought of it that way. No, in Egypt it was pre-
cisely targeted and thorough. This one
sounds like a disease plague, though, since it
kills something like another third of the
remaining population. But why four river
angels are involved | can’t imagine.”

16 And I was told the number of

horsemen in the armies was

200,000,000.

“Was this implied?” Curious asked. “It's
armies of fifty million each commanded by
one of the four angels, | presume, and fan-
ning out to the four corners of the earth, |
suppose. But this is totally unrealistic, of
course. It leaves Ezekiel’s horses in the dust.”

17 And here is how I saw the horses

and the riders in the vision:

They had breastplates of fire and
sapphire and brimstone, and the
heads of the horses were as the heads
of lions, and out of their mouths pro-
ceeded fire and smoke and brimstone.

By these three plagues the third
part of men were killed (by the fire
and the smoke and the brimstone)
which proceeded out of their mouths.
For the power of the horses is in their
mouth—and in their tails, for their
tails are like serpents and have heads,
and with them they hurt.

“I would like to know what John thought of
this,” said Curious. “Two hundred million
horses of any kind would be unimaginable,
let alone flame-throwing monstrosities such
as these.”

[s it really unimaginable to you?

“Here we go again with the one-third factor.
That's a plausible death toll from a plague.
It’s interesting that the five-month locust pain
also involved a third of the planet.”

Explain this factor once more, Curious.
When the first four trumpets sounded, the
damage was always in terms of a third:
grass, trees, seas, ships, rivers, etc.

“There’s some significance in that one-third
factor. | would regard it as nominal or a term
meaning ‘partial’ or ‘severe but not fatal.” On
the other hand, these may all be miraculous,
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and if the damage factor is consistently one-
third, it would cause people to realize this is
not natural—that God is trying to get their
attention.”

That would be the desired outcome.

“Horses with riders wearing breastplates
would indicate they were going to war. But it’s
unaccountably strange that no opposition to
these armies is mentioned. Apparently, they
go around Killing people with lion’s breath
and serpent bites—entirely unopposed. Amaz-
ing.”

Will it come as a surprise?

“The timing is preordained and precise—but
kept secret. If it follows immediately after the
locust plague, then the locusts are preor-
dained too.”

So if this event anchors the whole pro-
gram, we need to find out what it is, Curi-
ous.

“The four angels are charged with the
killing, as if the warriors are insignificant.”

Could they be robot horses in such num-
bers that the opposition is ineffective?

“The problem with robots—if that’s what
these invaders are—is robots don’t reproduce
or grow themselves like horses and riders do.
To build four armies of fifty million robots
each would be a major undertaking in the
real world. In video-game software it can be
done easily: you make one and let it replicate
any number of times.”

Do you mean John could somehow be
seeing a computer game in heaven?

“The package would feature a picture of
the exotic horse-warrior and boast of its abil-
ity to replicate the unworldly monster as
many as 200,000,000 times.”

You're not being serious, Curious.

“But seriously, that enormous number
could be an upper limit.”

This has to pertain to the real world,
Curious.

“That’s it!” he exclaimed. “Everyone is liv-
ing in a metaverse which is no different from
a video game.”

Do you mean everyone is equipped for
virtual reality at some time in the future?
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“Look where the world is headed. Anything
is possible in the metaverse.”

Let’'s remember that John and all his
readers were expected to get something
out of this. Here’s an idea that will get you
back on track: maybe they're demons—
like dragons—and the four angels, demons
really, are their commanders.

“If they’re demons, they could be unearthly
like that, but these have geography and
they’'re equipped to manifest in the material
world: to burn and sting fatally.”

Could these invaders have come from
another planet?

“People fear an extraterrestrial invasion,
but these don’t look that part either. Besides,
they come from the Euphrates River, not
outer space.”

Okay, then if you think they’re symbolic
of a pandemic, would you consider that
they represent disease germs? Some of
those microbes are pretty fancy, you know.

“Any microbiologist would laugh if | pro-
posed that these war horses literally depict
some novel microbe, and two hundred million
wouldn’t be enough. So that’s out.”

Then do they characterize disease some
other way?

“If 1 were to make up an image of an
invader to scare someone, | couldn’t do any
better than those horses. I'd rather meet a
fire-breathing dragon, but I'd die of fear either
way.”

Nice hyperbole, Curious. You said you'd
die of fear if you encountered one. Maybe
they represent fear.

“The breath of that horse’s mouth is inter-
esting. Horse mouths aren'’t frightening, but
lion mouths are. And you don’t even have to
see a lion to be frightened to death by the
roar that comes out of it.”

Maybe the uncomfortable “roar” of
some disease is characterized to have the
power to kill.

“Pandemics are driven by fear and exagger-
ation.”

True, but fear isn’t enough. You need to
fully interpret those horses, Curious.
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“If the locusts could take on outrageous
appearances, these might likewise be some
form of insect or rodent, in which case two
hundred million might be reasonable.”

Another plague of insects? How would
they kill with fire?

“The fire and smoke and brimstone could
be poetic references to of their bites and
stings.”

If they’re visible, how would a third of
the populace have no way to escape?

“Fear and panic might kill more than their
actual bites and stings. A third of the people
believe the lie and so the infection becomes
deadly.”

Even tough Curious did not feel that he
had gotten his head around this frightful
image, he read on, hoping to find more
about it.

20 And the rest of mankind, who were

not killed with these plagues ...

“It really does sound more like a disease
plague than a war,” said Curious.

All right, then what does the Euphrates
River have to do with a disease?

“The Prophets referred to the Euphrates as
the source of invaders, especially from Baby-
lon, so maybe this disease invasion will origi-
nate there in some great city. Timing is every-
thing, apparently, so it could be released
from some lab deliberately.”

You make it sound like a political war.

“Like a war fought with disinformation and
bio-weapons. There were no bows and arrows
or swords in the hands of those riders.”

I only said that to see what you would
say. As you noted, where is the
opposition?

“Of course the opposition is helpless—clue-
less as to what’s happening to them, because
almost everyone wants to believe in the good-
ness of medical services.”

So are the riders doctors?

“But | wouldn’t go so far as to say the riders
are medical professionals.”

Frightful cartoons? Advertising even
today speaks fear to promote patented
medicine.
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“Others are more directly involved, | think,
like those with an agenda to reduce popula-
tion surreptitiously. It’s like a religion to them.
It’s their prayer.”

Maybe we’ve gone too far afield here,
Curious. This had to mean something to
the apostle John and his readers, after all.
Maybe not exactly the same thing it
means today, but the essence cannot be
entirely different.

“That’s all | can make of it. It's either about
disease and fear and medicine that actually
destroys health, or it’s utterly nonsensical.”

It wouldn’t take much beyond severe air
pollution for a disease to become a pan-
demic, and fear might do it.

“I'm afraid the whole beast needs to be
accounted for.”

So if the lion here represents fear, how
and when does the tail come into play?

“The hurtful tail maybe represents a failure
of medicine to deliver a remedy, causing
harm instead,” he said.

Okay, now is there symbolism that John
would have understood in the number of
horses?

“However, that 200 million must be signifi-
cant, so if my theory doesn’t explain that,
then it's worthless.”

Curious seemed to be depressed after
this realization. He thought he had
exhausted all the possibilities but one, and
now he realized his theory did not fit what
the Bible actually said. Any suggestions?

“That’s an awful lot of horses, however you
look at it,” Curious mumbled. “If they're
mythological or imaginary, why does there
have to be a limit—or any number given at
all? Obviously it's a magnitude referring to
something in the material world.”

I was afraid myself at that point because
it looked like Curious was going to close
the Bible and not finish reading it all the
way through. So I offered a suggestion: if
each horse fulfills a prescription, could it
be the number of casualties?

“Remember this is future, not today,
Curious”—was the hint I whispered.
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“In fact, if these horrific beasts represent
fear and the consequences of it, why would
there need to be more than one? One could
represent that as well as many. ... Unless,
well, one for each person so traumatized. But
200 million isn’t enough to account for a
third of the world’s population today, and in
John’s day the entire population of the world
was probably close to that number! 200 mil-
lion deaths implies a world population of 600
million when this happens, which is only
seven percent of today’s population.”

How many died in the disasters prior to
this?

“A fourth of the world died with that pale
horse. Then say a third of the ships at sea;
and presumably buildings on land were
burned up with the first two trumpets. Three-
fourths times two-thirds takes out half of the
world’s population. But the world’s population
today is still too many to fit that theory—
seven times the 1,200 million.”

Don’t forget the fresh water was poi-
soned by the third trumpet.

“l doubt that corrupting the fresh-water
sources could take out eighty-five percent, so
the number is still way off. Say twenty per-
cent died from bad water; that leaves about
twenty percent of the world population going
into this.”

And don'’t forget the fourth trumpet.

“l suppose the cutting back of the sunlight
will cause deaths too, but the effect of that
wouldn’t be immediate unless everything
freezes overnight, and there was no indica-
tion of that.”

Again, remember this is future, Curious
—maybe the near future, but still every-
thing will be a little different.

“If the world depends on solar energy, the
dimming of the sun could have an immediate
effect. It could disrupt commerce and cause
starvation within a few months.”

If a third of the world is devastated by
that, you're up to two and a quarter billion
before this happens.

“But still, it's less than 30 percent of
today’s population.”
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Don'’t forget the Rapture, Curious.

“Oh, the ones that get caught up to meet
Christ in the air won't be on earth! Maybe a
third of the world disappears. That leaves
more than four billion unaccounted for.”

There’s more to come in the Great
Tribulation. But quite likely our theory
about the 200,000,000 horses is wrong,
and they don't represent deaths.

“It comes out about right if the world popu-
lation reduces by 50 percent before the Rap-
ture takes place—and there’s long been a
globalist force pushing in that direction.”

You need to think more about that, Curi-
ous, before deriving a prediction. Now, go
back and explain the locusts.

“It's interesting that these locusts have
things in common with the horses. In fact,
the locusts are shaped like horses, and both
types have harmful tails. While the locust-
horses don’t have riders, they have faces like
men and breastplates like the riders have
breastplates. So they’re closely related. |
think the locusts must have made some peo-
ple susceptible to the disease.”

I thought the smoke pollution already
had done that.

“Well, the smoke, yes, but the locusts are
the pests that talk about it and promote a
vaccination that hurts for five months: both
male and female commentators that have
taken over the channels of news, as indicated
by their victory crowns, and the lion teeth
mean they verbally tear up any contrary opin-
ions.”

You still need to explain the noise of
their wings being like chariots.

“Oh, yes, the noise. | suppose they send
helicopters up to report on the volcano with
some of these reporters in them, and you get
the noise in the background.”

So those are the locusts according to
you. I'm not sure we can publish this,
Curious.

“It was their opportunity to capture the
attention of everyone, and they will appear
like locusts out of the smoke. Then after the
plague winds down | suppose they celebrate.”
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So the horse-locust has characteristics
that represent other things, but the sound
is still sound. Have you been consistent
with your metaphors? Does the cartoon
emit sound?

“That helicopter theory is a stretch, though.
It calls on locust’s wings to be horizontally
rotating devices, and the number of locusts
exceeds the number of helicopters there are
or ever will be.”

Curious had become discouraged again
over this, but not for long.

“Paying due respect to the numbers, the
horse-human-scorpion-locusts really repre-
sent outrageous fabrications, and their wings
represent the airwaves or cable signals by
which the propaganda travels. That theory
accommodates the numbers better.”

You still haven’t accounted for the sound
of chariots and horses, Curious.

“I guess they talk about war in one way or
another. So by various media go the rum-
blings of chariot wheels, as it were—figura-
tively speaking, of course.”

Do you remember the locusts Joel wrote
about?

“That poet Joel—l thought he was as much
poet as prophet. Joel was in the middle of a
locust plague. ... Okay, here it is. Here’s what
he said about the sound the locusts made:
With noise like chariots they leap to the tops
of mountains; with sound like fire devouring
stubble they show their strength in battle. But
Joel’s locusts were real—devouring the crops
as real locusts do. These locusts that John
describes are something else.”

True, but if Joel described them by
poetic metaphors, why not view this in
that tradition? Was it mere coincidence
that both used the chariot-noise simile?

“But | don’'t want to get this backwards.
Joel wrote about real locusts using military
metaphors. Here we have something using
locust metaphors. Hmm. ... There was a more
pertinent locust in Proverbs. ... Here it is: The
locusts have no king, yet they all go forth by
bands. Isn’t that a perfect description of the
news media?”

That’s clever of you, Curious. I assume
you mean the frequency bands used in
communications. But remember, these
locusts have a king.

“The proverb even uses the word bands,
like communication channels.”

Well, the word is divisions, so it could
mean that, but the context refers to mili-
tary divisions. What about the power
given them as the scorpions of the earth
have power?

“l like the air-wave interpretation,” contin-
ued Curious. “It affects people right down
where they live and has the power to cause
pain, and people would avoid listening to
them if the sting were up front and not in the
after effects. It's always one calamity after
another that the broadcasters swarm to.
Unlike literal locusts, they're always con-
cerned about harm to the trees. Apparently,
the smoke is the hot topic for five months
until the pandemic breaks out. Oh yes, |
believe the media do serve Abaddon.”

Now, are you saying there’s a connec-
tion between the locusts and the horses?

“That five months from the fifth trumpet is
reasonable. | suspect it's not symbolic
because it's, well, locust plagues generally
last five months. And it’s literally the length
of time the talking faces on the horse-locusts
keep buzzing about the smoke because it's
cut short by the hour of the release of the
contagion that had been planned.”

How are those with the marks of God on
their foreheads not hit by the scorpions?

“Of course, not everyone feels the pain for
five months. Some won't be taken in by the
panic because they trust God and refuse the
jab. Those who do buy the propaganda are
sure they're going to die and look for death,
but the smoke isn’t capable of that.”

20 did not repent of the works of their

hands: that they should not worship

demons and idols of gold, silver,
bronze, stone, and wood—which can-

not see, hear, nor walk; and they did

not repent of their murders, their sor-

ceries, their fornication, nor of their
thefts.
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“They’re clueless that all this was predicted
in a book that has evidently been banned, so
they blindly follow the script.”

Do you think they will care what this
ancient book says to them, Curious?

“Not that they would care about it then if
they don’t read it now. | should know.”

10 And I saw another strong angel
coming down out of heaven, clothed
with a cloud; and the rainbow was
upon his head, and his face was as the
sun and his feet as pillars of fire.

“The most complete description of an angel
so far,” said Curious.

It does say “angel,” so he’s a messenger,
and the fact that he’s qualified as being
strong may apply to the message he deliv-
ers and not necessarily to his person.

“Or rather | should say it's a description of
a unique angel.”

I beg to differ with you, Curious. The
angel who shouted out “who is worthy to
open the scroll?” was also described as a
strong angel.

“We saw a strong angel earlier, but this one
is stronger. He’s ‘another’ strong angel, but
his face and feet make him comparable to
Christ—in terms of the image, | mean.”

Curious had latched onto this, and
whether these details are significant or
not, he was unwilling to let it go.

“There’s a bow about the throne of God,
and here’s a rainbow on this angel’s head.
Now, the cloud as a covering is indicative of
God too. So | get the impression that I'm to
connect this angel directly with Yahweh.”

But John saw this angel. Is it likely that
he was seeing Yahweh himself descending
from heaven?

“If this wasn’t Yahweh exactly, then John
was looking at an angel sent by God to stand
for him on earth.”

I agree if you mean this is an angel sent
on a special mission.

“With features like that image of Christ as
he appeared to John on Patmos, there’s no
doubt that he’s sent to accomplish mighty
things all over the world.”
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We’ll see if this is an epiphany or if he’s
simply a messenger.

2 And he had in his hand a little book
that was open, and he set his right foot
upon the sea and his left upon the
land; and he cried with a great voice,
as a lion roars; and when he cried, the
seven thunders uttered their voices.

“Unlike the book with the seals, this one is
open,” Curious noted. “So if it's about an
event, the event will be easily recognized. If
this is an angel, he spans land and sea like
he owns the earth. Furthermore, his lion’s
voice sounds like the voice of God because
he’s answered by thunders.”

Still, why would Yahweh be coming
down out of heaven and not sending an
angel?

“That would be one giant of an angel,
standing on a seashore with one flaming foot
on the wet sand and the other sizzling each
time a wave comes in.”

Suppose this is another one of those
heavenly cartoons depicting a plan of
some kind. What might that be?

“As an interpretation, | would say this repre-
sents the dominion of heaven over some por-
tion of the earth—some empire that spans
lands and seas. The little book is the story of
this, and it’s not a long history.”

Isn’t that an anomaly, considering what
has transpired so far in this revelation?

“This picture is so detailed it leads me to
believe it prophesies a hew kingdom.”

It might be in our past. Remember, two
thousand years of John's future is our
past.

“It was said that the sun never sets on the
British empire; and the lion is its symbol.”

You might have something there, Curi-
ous, because the British Empire Christian-
ized the world in spite of its faults and
failures—and sponsored the new nation
Israel.

“l don’t see how that could be, however,
because it would date this point in the
stream of events which clearly have not all
occurred yet.”
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So are you saying that would mean that
the seals and most of the trumpets were
fulfilled prior to the rise of the British
Empire?

“The first five seals might refer to local
events that happened somewhere, | suppose.
But | like my interpretation of the fifth and
sixth trumpets.”

And your interpretation requires today’s
technology, at least. But that ruins your
British Empire theory, doesn'’t it?

“Well, we definitely have a break here in
chapter ten, so why couldn’t this strong angel
have come down from heaven at an earlier
time.”

In other words, it was more important to
have the orderly sequence of the seals and
trumpets. Where would you insert chapter
10 if you were to arrange it in chronologi-
cal order?

“The four horsemen and the martyrs could
apply somewhere on earth in almost any cen-
tury, so it's reasonable that the end times
began with the British Empire.”

Okay, why not? It was all future when
John received it.

“If this writing of John’s is about revealing
Jesus Christ, the Christianization that took
place in the colonies was an example of that.
But there has been much bitterness which
continues and may continue until Christ
comes back.”

Hold onto that thought, Curious. Now,
what about the seven thunders?

“l have no idea what those seven thunders
mean.”

4 When the seven thunders spoke I

was about to write, but then I heard a

voice from heaven saying,

Seal up the things which the seven
thunders uttered,
and do not write them down.

That’s very interesting. Can you make
anything of it, Curious?

“John is given to hear something but told
not reveal it in his Revelation. On the surface
that’s a contradiction! So it must be signifi-
cant.”
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Indeed. Why would he be told what he
must not tell?

“It's weird—| mean extra weird. Have we
had inanimate entities speaking before?”

I don’t think so, unless you count the
trumpets or the voice from the four horns
of the altar of incense or the voices from
the throne of God when John first got
there.

“Okay, I'll have to take a stab at it. John
thought he heard words in the thunderous
rumblings, but it was his imagination; so he
was gently told not to write. They were sym-
bols of something. Wars | Guess.”

5 And the angel I saw standing on

the sea and on the land lifted up his

right hand to heaven and swore,
By him who lives for ever and ever,
who created the heavens and the
things therein,
and the earth and the things therein,
and the sea and the things therein,
I declare there will be no more delay!

“Okay, it’s obvious this is a created being,”
Curious admitted.

What would you call him?

“Apparently, John wasn’t overly awed by his
appearance. Perhaps he has seen other
angels like him and hasn’t put it down in his
writing. But the declaration this angel makes
is on behalf of the Creator.”

So is he a messenger or more than a
messenger?

“Come to think of it, he’s the archangel,”
said Curious. “Wasn't it the voice of the
archangel that will announce the Rapture?”

Yes, and you might be right about this,
Curious. This might be a glorious appear-
ance of Michael, because he’s making this
important declaration: “No more delay!”

“Now, this means the British Empire was
part of a plan that had been delayed.”

Important truths of the Scriptures had
been long delayed from wide dissemina-
tion prior to the British Empire. And you
may not know, Curious, how influential
the King James Bible was when it came
outin 1611.
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7 Thus in the days of the voice of the

seventh angel, as he is about to sound,

the mystery of God will be finished,
according to the good tidings which he
declared to his servants the prophets.

“That shows there was no mystery revealed
in those thunders,” Curious surmised.

Don’t be too sure about that. Isn’t there
still a secret in the timing of the day and
the hour that no man knows?

“But | suppose it could be the secret of the
‘day and the hour.’ In fact, | think that’s it:
once these events start rolling like thunder,
their timing will no longer be a secret.”

So are you allowing that the good tiding
of the Rapture was revealed here to be
sometime after the bitter end of the
British empire?

“We have to wait for a voice like thunder to
finish the mystery, and no one knows what it
will say,” Curious declared confidently.

8 And the voice which I heard from

heaven spoke again to me saying,

“Go, take the book which is open in
the hand of the angel

that stands on the sea and on the
land.”

So I went to the angel, saying to
him that he should give me the little
book. And he said to me,

“Take it, and eat it;

it will make your belly bitter,

but in your mouth it will be sweet as
honey.”

I took the little book out of the an-
gel's hand and ate it up. In my mouth
it was sweet as honey, and when I had
eaten it my belly became bitter.

John has suddenly become bold. Have
you noticed, Curious?

“Jesus called John a son of thunder, so his
behavior now is not too surprising.”

Do you think John actually ate a book?

“This has to be a symbolic scene,” said
Curious, “as it was in Ezekiel. If John can
converse with a face as bright as the sun, and
take and eat a book, that surely proves it's
symbolic of a plan. What fascinates me is
that this plan involves John!”

Tell me what the honey means if you're
so sure of that, Curious.

“Well, | have an idea about the honey, but it
means | was wrong about the book being the
story of the British Empire. The angel span-
ning land and sea symbolizes that, and the
book is something that came out of the
British Empire, like the documents that con-
stitute the USA, which nourished a land of
milk and honey, but bitterness came of it.”

Curious, you've outdone yourself on that
one. But no, you will see the book is John's
instructions.

11 Then it was said to me,

“You must prophesy again about
many peoples
and nations and tongues and kings.”

You could be right too, because now it
turns the focus to many nations.

“This sounds more straightforward,” said
Curious. “I'll welcome anything if it's a break
from bizarre symbols.”

Straightforward? Then tell us who said
this to John?

“I's curious that John has become
involved. But he isn't doing anything that
could affect the plan. His participation only
serves to illuminate it for him—and us too, of
course. So who it was that said this to him
doesn’t really matter.”

Aren’t you assuming without basis that
John would have known this if not told?

“Jesus’ disciples heard him say they would
be brought before kings and governors for his
name’s sake.”

No, it’s telling John there will be much
more to write. (I doubt that Curious heard
me.)

11 And there was given me a reed
like a measuring rod, and I was told,
Rise, measure the temple of God and
the altar and those worshiping in it.
But leave out the court which is out-
side the temple;
do not measure it, for it has been
given to the nations.
For forty-two months they will tread
the holy city under foot.
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“What temple is this?” said Curious. “The
measuring rod means it’s a future thing, like
in Zechariah when the angel measured
Jerusalem to predict a time of peace and
prosperity.”

Ezekiel is famous for his extensive and
detailed measuring of a grand temple, you
know. He understood it was planned for
the future.

“Also, Ezekiel measured a future temple of
grand design.”

We need not confuse that with this, how-
ever.

“But here the size is limited! Jerusalem is
divided at this time—that’s clear. Apparently
the temple itself and the sacrificial altar is in
business for Yahweh, but not the ground
around it nor the rest of the city. That’s inter-
esting.”

How are things in Jerusalem at that
time? Is there any improvement yet?

“Where did | see it? In Luke, | think. ... Yes,
here it is in chapter twenty-one. Jesus speak-
ing: Jerusalem will be trodden down by the
Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles be ful-
filled.”

Jerusalem has indeed been trodden
down. Even now the city is owned by Gen-
tiles. Is there significance in the forty-two
months?

“Measuring the temple, John thereby mea-
sured the duration of Jerusalem’s remaining
tribulation. That’s three-point-five years—half
the week of years.”

(As you can see, Curious felt this was
something he could get his head around.)

“The animal sacrifices will be started up
again and right in the face of the nations, and
the animal-rights activists from every nation
will be marching to Zion!”

Are you sure this isn’t a view of Herod’s
temple that John was so familiar with?

“That measuring rod is the key,” said Curi-
ous. “Like the measuring of Ezekiel's temple,
it signifies something new. But here the
dimensions aren’t given, so there’s nothing
remarkable about its size. Obviously, this isn’t
Ezekiel’'s massive temple.”
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Besides that, Ezekiel has the nations in
a new arrangement relative to the temple.

“It sounds like all the rest of Jerusalem is
opposed to it. If they had a temple, this could
happen soon!”

Note that it doesn’t say John actually
proceeded to measure it.

3 And I will assign my two witnesses,

and they will prophesy 1,260 days,

clothed in sackcloth.

“It says, ‘I will assign my two witnesses.’
Apparently this is God speaking to John now.

In other words, John is prophesying as
he was told he must do.

“They’re dressed like Old Testament
prophets mourning for their country. They've
been assigned to this important duty, so they
must be high-ranking servants of God.”

Then they've been resurrected. Resur-
rected bodies may defy natural limits, so
we can expect that.

“I think the temple must be an authentic
reproduction because it set the stage for
these ancient-looking prophets.”

I'm surprised you're missing the signifi-
cance of this scene, Curious. Don’t you
realize how different this is from anything
we've encountered so far in the Apoca-
lypse?

“It’s like a page out of the Old Testament.”

Two men appear out of nowhere. John
may be seeing the future from a vantage
point in heaven, but this is presented as
terrestrial reality.

“And it's not apocalyptic language—like it
doesn’t belong in this book! We know what
prophets do, that they stand for the Lord; we
know what days are. So there’s no interpret-
ing to be done here.”

Two things you might consider, Curious:
why doesn’t the text say who they are and
where they have come from? And is 1,260
days realistic, or does it point to some-
thing else?

“Even if they appear out of nowhere and go
around witnessing for the Lord until the
nations stop walking all over the holy city, this
is strictly an earthly scene.”
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The first of its kind in this book.

“That’s a long time to be preaching. Appar-
ently it's every day, not once a week.”

Notice that it’s the same as the forty-
two months that the nations will tread the
holy city under foot.

4 These are the two olive trees and

the two lampstands, standing before

the Lord of the earth.

“This refers back to Zechariah!” Curious
exclaimed. “Zechariah asked his guide,
What are the two olive branches beside the
two golden spouts that pipe the golden oil
out? And he was told, These are the two
anointed ones who stand by the Lord of the
whole earth.”

Remind me: who did you decide the two
anointed ones must be, Curious?

“They were the priest and the king—or the
governor in that case: Joshua the high priest
and Zerubbabel the appointed governor. But
it also appeared that the two were indistin-
guishable from one another there by the
lampstand.”

So it was the offices of priest and king
that were symbolized, which could be
filled at different times by different peo-
ple.

“Ultimately those offices will be filled by
one person; at least that's what | thought
when | was looking at Zechariah.”

Here it says they’'re both prophets.

“Anyway, they’re sons of Israel. I'm thinking
Moses and Elijah because those two
appeared on the mountain with Jesus when
John was there.”

Wouldn't John identify them if they are
Moses and Elijah?

“But this is a long way from the mountain
of transfiguration.”

John assumed we would know without
him naming them.

5 And if anyone tries to hurt them,

fire proceeds out of their mouth and

devours their enemies; and anyone
who tries to hurt them is necessarily
destroyed in this manner.

“Whoa! Moses is a great orator now.”

Are you abandoning our mundane inter-
pretation so soon? Are you sure this isn’t
literal? Remember the fire Elijah called
down. This fire from the mouth isn’t like
the sword where the human-like figure
was clearly symbolic.

“I'm connecting this with the terrifying fire
out of the mouths of those lion-headed
horses. There’s a precedent in Jeremiah
where the fire isn’t literal. Jeremiah’s words
were said to be like fire and the people like
wood devoured by the fire.”

Good point. If the terms are similar, the
interpretation might be much the same.

“I wonder if ‘fiery orator’ comes from here,”
said Curious. “But if all they do is talk, |
doubt that it's having much of an impact—
especially if it's only Hebrew. The memorable
prophets always did something besides talk.”

6 These have the power to shut off
the waters of heaven, that it not rain
during the days of their prophecy; and
they also have power over the waters
below, to turn them into blood and to
smite the land with every plague as of-
ten as they desire.

“Now, there’s lion’s teeth in that!” said
Curious. “I should have known.”

How would you make this comfortable—
less miraculous than it seems?

“l admit, when it's brought down to earth
like this, it’s hard not to take it literally. If they
aren’t in fact incarnations of Elijah and
Moses, they follow in their footsteps.”

What is the geographical context here,
Curious? Moses was in Egypt when he and
Aaron brought down plagues and turned
waters to blood.

“So these prophets are in Israel where the
temple sacrifices have been re-instituted, and
the opposition would be like Pharaoh oppos-
ing Moses wanting to lead Israel out to wor-
ship his God. So in that sense they would be
like Moses and Aaron in Egypt.”

As you know, Egyptians worshiped many
gods in Moses’ day. Religious liberty in
Israel has led to something like that but in
the form of factions fighting one another.
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“Obviously these characters aren’t politi-
cally correct, but being out in the streets, they
can’t very well be censored.”

Do you mean there will be opposition to
the temple rituals at this time?

“No doubt they’re near the temple where
they confront continual protests by those who
oppose Yahweh or at least the laws of Moses
and the tabernacle.”

Not to mention Daniel’s “little horn”
who wants to change the feasts and the
law.

“In that amount of time they could visit
many places in Israel and even go into sur-
rounding countries. Their presence would be
a powerful witness to the reliability of the
Scriptures.”

Do you think so? They're associated
with temple lampstands, and they appear
when John is told to measure the temple.

“Apparently they’re connected with the
temple; otherwise they wouldn’t be referred
to as olive trees. But if they're to be wit-
nesses, they’ll have to go into the court of the
gentiles at least.”

Don’t you think they’ll be able to hold an
audience regardless of where they're
located?

“After they exercise their Moses and Elijah
supernatural powers, will there be any Scrip-
ture doubters left?”

No, not within their firing range, but
they’ll still have enemies.

7 And when they have finished their

testimony, the beast that comes up out

of the abyss disputes with them and
overcomes them and kills them.

“I thought resurrected bodies were invinci-
ble!” complained Curious.

Note that this happens after they've
completed their assignment.

“It reminds me of the death of Jesus that
took place at the completion of his mission
on earth.”

Okay, now, where’s your curiosity? Who
or what is this “beast”?

“That ‘beast’ reminds me of what Daniel
was told about the fourth beast.”

Right. Here it is: He will speak words
against the Most High and will wear out
the saints of the Most High, and he will
attempt to change the times and the law;
and they will be given into his hand until
a time and times and half a time.

“So it looks like the beast takes over at this
point,” said Curious. “Now the Great Tribula-
tion with a capital ‘G’ and a capital ‘T’ begins,
| would say.”

Again, who or what is the beast?

“We saw Abaddon, the angel of the abyss,
and now this beast comes from the abyss.”

You concluded before that the abyss
equates somehow with death.

“The abyss is more than a synonym for
death. It would be a dark place connected
with death; a sort of negative of heaven
(wherein is is the fountain of life).”

So the beast, coming from the abyss,
must oppose the kingdom of heaven.

8 And their dead bodies lie in the

street of the great city, which spiritu-

ally is called Sodom and Egypt, where
also their Lord was crucified.

“This is confusing,” said Curious. “I
thought this was all focused on Jerusalem, so
why would John need to say it was the ‘great
city’?”

Think about it, Curious. If John saw
Jerusalem even today, compared to the
city he knew, wouldn’t he be impressed?

“Modern-day Jerusalem would be astound-
ing to John!”

What would someone from the first cen-
tury think of a modern city?

“John would have no feelings of affection
for Jerusalem of the future if that's what he
saw, and apparently it is what he saw and in
some depth too.”

Speaking of shocking, what about these
ancient sackcloth-clad prophets (who had
no doubt made themselves known around
the world) being left dead in the street.

“l know why they're left lying the street,”
said Curious. “They appeared miraculously,
and now some are saying, ‘If they're authen-
tic, they’ll disappear miraculously.””
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In that case, the beast’s servants would
see that they’re removed, would they not?

“The beast, of course, knows he can’t touch
this prophecy.”

9 And the peoples and tribes and
tongues and nations look upon their
dead bodies three and a half days and
do not let their dead bodies be laid in a
tomb. And those who dwell on the
earth rejoice over them and make
merry, even sending gifts to one an-
other because these two prophets tor-
mented those who dwell on the earth.

“l was wrong,” said Curious. “The reason
they’re left in the street is because there’s
money in it. It sounds like everyone on earth
has gone in for the devil. It's like Christmas
only the one who has arrived is Satan’s pup-
pet, not God’s Anointed.”

You said they will be unable to avoid ful-
filling this prophecy.

“l don't see how this could happen if
there’s knowledge of these Scriptures.”

Remember what was said in the book of
Daniel: The wicked will not understand.

10 Then after the three and a half

days the breath of life from God went

into them, and they stood up on their
feet; and great fear fell upon those
who saw them. And they heard a great
voice from heaven calling to them,

“Come up here!” And they went up into

a cloud in the sky in the sight of their

enemies.

“There’s a resurrection and ‘catching up’ in
plain sight,” said Curious.

No one sees the Rapture take place. It
happens in the twinkling of an eye.

“Or come to think of it, it's like Jesus’
ascension witnessed by those nearby.”

Yes, and notice here again we have a
voice speaking from heaven.

“That ‘great voice’ must be like the voice of
creation,” said Curious. “It doesn’t say any-
one else hears the command that causes
them to rise.”

Is it a command they must obey?

“l don’t think they have wings.”

Then what is the purpose of the voice?

“The great voice powers their ascension. As
for the city, this solves the problem of the
corpses.”

I see. Now everyone can forget about
them and go back to ignoring heaven.

13 And in that hour there was a great
earthquake, causing a tenth part of
the city to fall. Seven thousand named
people were killed in the earthquake,
and the rest were frightened and gave
glory to the God of heaven.

“This purges the city of influencers—evi-
dently unbelievers,” Curious remarked.

The survivors are a lot like Lot: right-
eous but in the wrong place.

“So mystically it's Egypt and Sodom; now |
getit.”

Aren’t you curious about the tenth?—
why not the typical third?

“This is realistic, not nominal. The righteous
flee the city within an hour of withessing the
ascension because they suspect that the
earthquake is imminent.”

How will it be that all the unrighteous
get to be in the particular buildings that
fall?

“That’s not a great number of people. The
unrighteous gather together in one ballroom
to celebrate the death of the witnesses.
Reminds me of Samson’s last revenge.”

14 The second woe is past; behold, the

third woe comes quickly.

The seventh angel sounded, and
there followed great voices in heaven,
and they said,

“The kingdom of the world is now of
our Lord

and of his Christ, and he will reign
forever and ever.”

16 And the twenty-four elders who sit

before God on their thrones fell upon

their faces and worshiped God, say-
ing,
We give you thanks, O Lord God, the
Almighty,
who are and who were,
because you have taken your great
power,
and now you reign.
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“It's all over now,” said Curious, “—the end
of the plagues, that is.”

Read it again, Curious.

“Yet it says another woe is on the way.”

What's new?

“But those in heaven seem to be celebrat-
ing the end.”

The nations were angry,
and your wrath came! ...

“Oh, no! Does this mean the real wrath
hasn’t begun yet?”

Why do the nations rage and the peo-
ples meditate a vain thing, Curious?

“No doubt there are those who will be
angry with God about the damage done to
the ‘environment’ during these years.”

You will appreciate the scope of this
verse when you read the rest of it.

to reward your servants
prophets,

as well as the saints

and those who revere your name —the
small and the great—

and to destroy those

who destroy the earth.

“| see the whole tribulation period here—
and beyond,” said Curious. “It starts back at
the reward of the Rapture and finally puts
down the devilishly raging tyrants and anar-
chists.”

John would have the larger view from
the vantage point of heaven.

“The time has come for the Lord God
Almighty to exert his power. He will call for an
accounting that rids the earth of corruption
and puts the saints in power under the King!
Let there be celebration!” Curious shouted.

19 And the temple of God that is in
heaven was opened,

and seen in his temple was the ark of
his covenant;

and there followed lightnings, voices,
thunders,

and an earthquake and great hail.

Take your time with this one, Curious.

“This is exciting,” said Curious. “Now we
might be told what went on behind the
scenes.”

the
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Look at it carefully What does it mean
that the temple of God was opened?

“This must be a significant revelation,” said
Curious.

Not so much a revelation! These are
established terms.

“Again, it's like the Old Testament is being
fulfilled.”

In other words, the covenant with Israel
is being fulfilled.

“And fulfilled dramatically and noisily,”
Curious added.

But not apart from the New Testament,
you can be sure.

“I would like to see it in context with
Christ,” said Curious.

12 And a great sign was seen in

heaven:

a woman arrayed with the sun and
the moon under her feet

and upon her head a crown of twelve
stars;

and she was with child, and she cried
out,

travailing in birth and in pain to be
delivered.

“As signs in heaven go, this is the clearest
picture ever,” said Curious.

Then let’s hear your interpretation.

“With a crown of twelve stars, obviously the
woman is Israel.”

Then what do the sun and moon contrib-
ute to the cartoon?

“She’s privileged to have God Most High as
her husband. By the counsel of Yahweh she
knows to trample pagan gods under her feet.
Her child, of course, is Messiah.”

Yes, and it is a long, painful road she
travels.

3 And there was seen another sign in

heaven:

behold, a great red dragon having
seven heads and ten horns

and with seven crowns upon his
heads.

And his tail drew down the third part
of the stars of heaven

and cast them to the earth.
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“Now, there’s Satan with seven proxies—
he’s appropriated every power on earth.”

Notice this is “another sign,” not time-
wise sequential. Now, cast down a third of
what, Curious? And where does it fit?

“Nothing fits better here than those falling
stars in chapter six. They were satellites!”

And the dragon stood before the wom-

an that was about to be delivered, that

when she is delivered he may devour
her child.

“Standing ready to offer him all the king-
doms of the world if he will disassociate him-
self from the temple and use his power to
provide physical bread to the nations,” said
Curious, remembering how Satan tempted
Jesus in the wilderness.

5 And she was delivered of a son, a

man child, who is to rule all the na-

tions with a rod of iron; and her child
was caught up to God and to his
throne.

“As promised, this book is indeed a revela-
tion of Jesus Christ,” Curious remarked.

Yes, this is not the whole gospel of
Jesus, but it succinctly reveals his past
and future fulfilling of prophecy.

6 And the woman fled into the

wilderness, where she has a place pre-

pared by God, that there they may
nourish her a thousand two hundred
and threescore days.

What is this, Curious? In sequence it
would be the escapees when Rome
destroyed Jerusalem. But as far as I know
it doesn’t fit that or any event in the past.

“This previews the future tribulation period.
Israel has to be a nation in the land in order
to flee from it.”

It’s confirmation that Israel is always in
heaven’s plan even when she seems
absent.

7 There was war in heaven: Michael

and his angels warred against the

dragon who fought with his angels.

“Michael .... Where did | hear his name
recently? Anyway, he would be the archangel
Jude mentioned and also ‘your chief prince’
Daniel was told about,” said Curious.
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Get to the point. What is this war about?

“Satan and his angels are being deterred
from unseating Israel entirely.”

8 They did not prevail; they lost their
place in heaven: the great dragon was
cast down, the old serpent called the
devil and Satan, the deceiver of the
whole world, was cast down to the
earth, and his angels were cast down
with him.

Did Satan suddenly lose his standing in
heaven? What do you say, Curious?

“The decisive thing was when Israel’s child
was caught up to God and to his throne.”

But that doesn’t end the war.

“Satan lost the battle and his influence in
heaven. No doubt he’s angry!”

10 And I heard a great voice in heav-

en, saying, “Now comes the salvation,

and the power and the kingdom of our

God and the authority of his Christ, for

the accuser of our brethren is cast

down, who accuses them before our

God day and night. And they over-

came him because of the blood of the

Lamb, and because of the word of

their testimony; and they loved not

their life even unto death. Therefore,
rejoice, O heavens, and you who dwell
in them. But woe for the earth and for
the sea because the devil has gone
down to you, having great wrath,
knowing that he has but a short time.”

“So the blood of the Lamb in one’s testi-
mony is the foremost defense against
Satan’s accusations,” said Curious. “The
devil isn’t happy about this.”

Yes, because the death of Christ is what
he promoted; and now it’s being used
against him. It's mankind’s long-awaited
hope of attainable righteousness.

“Good for those in heaven, but the long
game isn’t quite over for Satan,” said Curi-
ous.

Don’t we know it? Tell us this, Curious:
Who is the heavenly narrator in this
scene? John has heard “great voices”
before—from Christ, angels, and even an
eagle.
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“The voice sounds akin to the human
‘brethren.’ But this announcement is major!”

He does speak with great authority.

“He speaks of ‘our God.” That leaves only
angels.”

Are you sure heaven must conform to
our limited impressions? Shouldn’t you be
more curious?

“Unless someone like Moses is there.”

Good. Now, do I have to prompt you
again? Is there day and night in heaven?

“I'm starting to wonder if this is anywhere
near literal.”

He speaks to heavens yet sees them like
the atmosphere above earth and sea, as if
the birds that “dwell” in them will be bet-
ter off than fish and animals.

“But these heaven dwellers must be the
saints that are no longer being accused.”

So are you saying it’s literal now?

“The message is clear: this victory of Jesus
is the turning point of the ages.”

What did he win?

“His victory was confirmed by the transfor-
mation of his followers.”

No longer can Satan accuse them in
heaven, but why does that matter so
much?

“Satan is losing his argument! He accused
all mankind of being irreparable sinners for-
ever—like himself. Now there are legally right-
eous people living on earth. He must stop
them from becoming sanctified lest they be
used to testify against his petition.”

13 And when the dragon saw that he

was cast down to the earth, he perse-

cuted the woman that brought forth
the man child.

“That makes sense. It’s out of satanic spite
that the Jews are persecuted.”

By whom, Curious? Who has persecuted
Jews ever since they sacrificed Jesus?

“This pins it on Satan regardless of who he
uses as his instruments.”

Okay, but I thought you identified the
woman as being the nation.

“l admit it's complex. Many Jews are indif-
ferent or opposed to Israel as a nation.”
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There’s more. The descendants of Israel
are Israel too. The history of Jews being
persecuted by misguided Christians is
ugly, and Satan is much involved.

14 And there were given to the woman

the two wings of the great eagle, that

she might fly into the wilderness to her

place where she is nourished for a

time and times and half a time from

the face of the serpent.

Here’s more detail and another puzzle
for you, Curious. Is this the same picture?

“What could that be but an airlift to get
people out of a war zone?”

It’s unlikely that Israel will have friends
with lots of airliners to transport them at
that time.

“Unless they land by parachute, the place
will have to be near an airport, and that isn’t
typical of wilderness areas.”

Also, with plenty of hotel rooms and
restaurants, you might add.

“This doesn’'t make a lot of sense. Or
maybe ‘wilderness’ refers to the area south-
east of Jerusalem that is specifically called
‘the wilderness’ in this Book.”

They could live in tents like they did
during their wilderness experience after
escaping from Egypt. Every year they
spend time in makeshift “booths” com-
memorating their exodus from slavery.

“That reminds me—l think its back in
Deuteronomy. ... Here it is:”

As an eagle that stirs up her nest,

that flutters over her young,

he spread abroad his wings and
took them;

he bore them on his pinions.

That poetic passage celebrates the mir-
acle of their flight out of Egypt.

“So maybe the two wings of the great eagle
is a poetic metaphor.”

That’s fine, but a metaphor for what?

“In Zechariah, | remember it was predicted
that an escape route would open up through
the mountain east of Jerusalem.”

A nice parallel, Curious—opening the
mountain for them to pass is like the Red
Sea being opened for them to escape.
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“But that would be later, and this shows up
closer to the beginning of the tribulation
period. So the Zechariah passage must refer
to some that were left behind after the airlift
or whatever. Or else they came in later, of
course.”

Keep reading, Curious,
there’s another clue.

15 And the serpent cast out of his
mouth water as a river after the wom-
an, that he might cause her to be car-
ried away by the stream. And the
earth helped the woman: the earth
opened her mouth and swallowed up
the river which the dragon cast out of
his mouth.

“Obviously this isn't literal water because if
Satan is a dragon, dragons spit fire, not
water,” jested Curious.

Notice “mouth” vs. “mouth.”

“How about this: The water is a torrent of
words from Satan’s proxies that become
increasingly irrelevant and ignored by people
living in that area.”

Who are his proxies that become irrele-
vant?

“Islam loses its influence in the future. That
explains the temple being there.”

That’s an interesting theory, Curious.

“I'm reevaluating the eagle wings: they
must be metaphors too. There’s no literal air-
lift, but it’'s a miracle just the same. If the
water is words, then the wings are wealth.”

I never heard that before.
17 And the dragon waxed wroth with
the woman, and went away to make
war with the rest of her seed that keep
the commandments of God and hold
the testimony of Jesus; and he stood
upon the sand of the sea.

“So Satan leaves Israel alone and attacks
Jewish Christians in every nation.”

Why do you say Jews? Why isn’t this
simply about Christians?

“They prove their devotion in ways that
would be criticized by the Christian church if
it were still on earth.”

That would bring this episode up to
modern times.

and see if

“Chapter twelve encapsulates the history of
Israel. That's fitting,” said Curious.

13 And I saw a beast coming up out
of the sea having ten horns and seven
heads, and on his horns ten crowns,
and upon his heads names of blasphe-
my.

This is a new chapter with a new start-
ing point, Curious.

“That one’s easy. It's an empire forged of
several nations with their military comman-
ders being loyal to Satan—the dragon that
John saw standing on the seashore now con-
juring up a beastly regime in his own image.”

Are you taking the ten and seven as
symbolic numbers? Remember, the beast
had ten horns in Daniel’s dream, and
three of them were eliminated.

“The beast Daniel saw had multiple horns,
but they were Kkings upon one head. The
horns on this beast are loosely connected to
the heads. So the horns would be the powers
really in control while the seven heads would
represent leaders of several nations—however
many that may be—which join and answer to
the satanic system of the beast.”

All right. T'll buy that. Daniel doesn’t
have exclusive right to such images.

2 And the beast which I saw was like

a leopard, and his feet were as of a

bear and his mouth as the mouth of a

lion; and the dragon gave him his

power, his throne, and great authori-
ty.

“Adopting methods of previous empires, it
moves quickly, trampling on human rights in
a reign of terror. Those in seats of power are
Satan worshipers—like what Satan tempted
Jesus to be. It could be a cartoon of the
Roman Empire—simplified of course.”

I cannot disagree with you, Curious.
That would be a flashback, but not for
John.

3 One of his heads appeared to have

been struck unto death; but then his

death-stroke was healed, and the
whole earth wondered about the
beast.
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“This could be a heart attack or stroke or
dagger stab and then a resuscitation. Maybe
a fake resurrection. But | rather think this
refers to what looks like the end of the
empire after several murders and suicides in
the leadership.”

That happened to Rome in AD 68-69.
But this is just one of the heads, Curious.

“Because it happened so fast it was like
just one of the heads.”

I'm shaking my head, but keep reading.

4 And they worshiped the dragon be-

cause he gave his authority to the

beast; and they worshiped the beast,
saying, “Who compares to the beast?

Who can contend with him?”

“No one is able to oppose the beast suc-
cessfully, so lacking true knowledge of the
God of heaven, they serve the government
unquestioningly and worship the established
gods,” said Curious. “It's a regime installed
by Satan, plain and simple.”

Is there a gap here? Have we zoomed to
the future now?

“This doesn’t look quite like ancient Rome,
actually. It's a beastly totalitarian regime
enabled by modern technology. It's like the
old Roman beast in a technocratic age.”

But there’s no other indication of a gap
of nearly two thousand years or perhaps
more in these verses. How do you account
for that?

“The prophets do this all the time. You
think they’re dealing with a contemporary
issue then you find they've projected it far
into the future.”

Yes, Curious, we know that well by now.
Look for something to synchronize this
with events previously revealed in what
John has told us.

5 And there was given to him a

mouth speaking great things and blas-

phemies; and there was given to him
authority to continue forty and two
months.

That’s an interesting phrase: “given to
him a mouth.” Could this be a cyborg?

“Now the multi-headed beast has a single
mouth!—like the lockstep news media.”
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Indeed. But I wonder how you would
explain this to John and Daniel?

“Three and a half years are guaranteed to
this regime. It has no need to worry about re-
elections, and there’s no attempt to hide its
purpose now.”

So if this is a resurrection of ancient
Rome, it has come back transformed.

“It's too short a time for serial heads. So it
must be a cabal of contemporaries.”

Then what is this big mouth, exactly? It
sounds like it talks incessantly and is
heard everywhere. Is it one of the heads?
Is it Daniel’s little horn?

“If this is the official oracle of a modern
version of the beast, it could be a robotic
thing. Sure, that’s it: an Al chatter-bot trained
in devil-pleasing rhetoric.”

6 And he opened his mouth for blas-

phemies against God, to blaspheme his

name and his dwelling place, includ-
ing the residents of heaven.

“It sounds like the bot’s debut on social
media, pushing this propaganda out on every-
one’s phone.”

Why would it waste words criticizing
residents of heaven, Curious?

“This is simply a continuation of what
Satan did in heaven: accusing the saints and
trying to bring them down to his level.”

Remind me. What good does that do—
from his point of view?

“It's an attempt to make himself look legiti-
mate, because his trial is coming up.”

7 And it was given to him to make

war with the saints and to overcome

them: and there was given to him au-
thority over every tribe and people
and tongue and nation.

Satan already owns the kingdoms of the
world, so what does this mean, Curious?

“The dragon gives the beast unified author-
ity because the beast has military means.”

Are the saints eliminated from the world
at this point?

“But it doesn’t say that all the saints will be
killed. God sets limits. Job’s case is similar.”

Or at least not immediately. Remember
the two witnesses.
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8 And all earth dwellers whose

names are not written from the foun-

dation of the world in the book of life
of the Lamb that has been slain—they
will worship him.

“Only the surviving saints refuse to worship
the regime and Satan’s mouthpiece.”

How did these saints miss the Rapture?

“It becomes clearer every time this comes
up. They didn’t know at that point that they
were destined to be saints, and neither did
anyone else: the Rapture woke them up. They
were left behind to keep everything from
going to hell. | mean, Satan would like to see
the whole experiment discontinued if he can’t
stay ahead of unlikely saints popping up, ooz-
ing Holy-Spirit power and choosing to be
imprisoned or die rather than worship his
beast.”

When you indulge in invention like this,
Curious, you're a bit out of character.

“The saints can’t win this war, but those
who imprison and kill the saints won’t win in
the end; and the saints know that, of course,
but they will have to be patient.”

9 If anyone has an ear, let him hear:

If anyone is for captivity,

into captivity he goes.

If anyone will kill with the sword,
with the sword he must be killed.

Here is the patience and the faith of

the saints.

You must have been reading ahead,
Curious.

“That’s interesting. Some of the beast’s
party will live in captivity after Christ returns.”

I smelled your curiosity cooking some-
thing up.

“They would be a great resource for clean-
ing up the earth’s mess after the rebellion is
put down.”

11 And I saw another beast coming up

out of the earth; and he had two horns

like a lamb, and he spoke as a dragon.

And he exercised all the authority of

the first beast in his sight. And he

makes those who dwell on earth wor-
ship the first beast (whose death-
stroke was healed).
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John saw the first beast coming out of
the sea. This one comes up out of the
earth.

“Antichrist'—from the pit—mimicking the
authority of the lamb while speaking like the
devil and supporting this revived Imperial
Rome and its trans-human emperor.”

What will the death-stroke be this time?

“The death-stroke will be the ‘sign of the
beast’ in those days”, said Curious.

Yes, and a useful sign for everyone since
it identifies the beast. But what is it?

“It doesn’t say what it is, but according to
the pattern, the whole earth will wonder
about it, and anyone knowing this book will
not be deceived by something that looks
about like the beast in other respects. And
that’s a blessing!”

So if you suspect you're in the tribula-
tion period and the beastly regime doesn’t
incur some death-stroke on the part of one
of its members such that everyone won-
ders, you know it’s not the time yet.

“I have to keep telling myself, the Rapture
comes first,” said Curious.

Would you say the beast isn’t getting the
worship he needs?

“This antichrist persuades many more to
bow to the beastly regime.”

So is this antichrist himself not being
worshiped?

“But he doesn’t appear to be the focus of
worship; Satan reserves that for himself.”

13 And he does great signs, even mak-
ing fire come down out of heaven upon
the earth in the sight of men. And he
deceives those who dwell on the earth
by means of the signs given him to
perform in the sight of the beast—

“Jesus and his apostles used sign miracles
as prophecy-matching credentials, but not
like this,” said Curious. “Rather, this is the
Elijah type.”

Surely the two witnesses are remem-
bered, but this one is a false prophet.

“So now Christ’s faithful few must remind
them of the two witnesses of Christ and point
out the folly of putting this ahead of that.”
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—commanding those living on earth to
make an image of the beast who had
the stroke of the sword and lived.

“Okay, here we go: | should have waited for
the Bible to answer my question. It was a
fatal wound to a head, and | guess it's now
artificially alive. Its idol is a talking Al-god.”

15 And it was given to him to give
breath to it, to the image of the beast,
that the image of the beast should both
speak and cause as many as should
not worship the image of the beast to
be killed.

“Here we have the tyranny of the regime of
artificial intelligence. Next we’ll find out how
the beastly bot eliminates its opposition,”
Curious anticipated.

16 And he causes all, the small and the
great, the rich and the poor, the free
and the bond, be given a mark on their
right hand or upon their forehead. No
one will be able to buy or to sell save
those who have the mark which is the
name of the beast or the number of his
name.

“The famous mark of the beast, a new
badge of the synagogue of Satan,” quipped
Curious.

18 Here is wisdom: he who has under-

standing, let him calculate the number

of the beast, for it is the number of a

man, and his number is six hundred

and sixty-six.

This is for someone who has under-
standing, Curious.

“It strikes me as a trinity of not reaching
the completeness of seven. It could apply to
any deluded clown claiming to be God
because six is the number of man, not of
God.”

Well, T agree with that, but some say a
gematria treatment of “Nero Caesar”
comes to 666.

“Since it’s called a calculation, | think it's 1)
the beast, 2) the antichrist lamb, and 3) the
image of the beast: all are part of the same.
It implies a formula of types of men. One type
is not the essence of it; it's the formula that
matters.”
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The details of this beast would not fit
Nero Claudius Caesar who was a populist
and committed suicide in AD 68 after
which Jerusalem was destroyed. Interest-
ingly, for the gematria of Neron Caesar to
equal 666 it must start with only those
two parts of his name using faulty Hebrew
transliteration. I wonder if that’s signifi-
cant of a beast to come!

“John may have figured this fits Nero. But
so what? Prophecy is pattern.”

14 And I saw, and behold, the Lamb
standing on Mount Zion and with him
144,000 having his name and the
name of his Father written on their
foreheads.

“Now, there’s our true Lamb deploying his
select disciples to guard the site of his capi-
tal,” said Curious rather facetiously.

I notice you didn’t say Jerusalem.

“It says Mount Zion, so it's not about the
city, exactly.”

What do you make of the Lamb in this
scene? Is it something like a ghostly
image, or is it a statue surrounded by the
guard, similar to the arrangement of the
tribes camped around the tabernacle?

“But I'm not able to picture this yet.”

Is it the same 144,000 we saw in chap-
ter seven? It doesn’t mention tribes of
Israel.

“I'm convinced that the number 144,000
signifies all Israel, and here’s a representa-
tive of the whole house of Israel standing up
to serve Jesus Messiah.”

Yes, it is obvious. But why Mount Zion?

“Mount Zion is the location of the City of
David, so this picture associates David with
Jesus, and the whole of Israel with them
both.”

Do you think this is merely a picture?

“I'm thinking this may not be an actual
event; it’s just a cartoon.”

Why does it show up here?

“If Jerusalem is to be the capital of the
world, this might be a statement asserting
claim to that location—as well as the rest of
the land that was assigned to the tribes.”
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Even Dan? (Let’s see if Curious remem-
bers.)

“However, Dan forfeited his territory, appar-
ently.”

Not so. Ezekiel shows Dan’s future terri-
tory at the extreme north.

“But Samson won't let that happen, I'm
sure. He'll carry Dan’s flag alone if neces-
sary.”

Yes, we know you like Samson. Keep
reading; this will all be explained.

2 And I heard a voice from heaven,

as the sound of many waters and as

the sound of a great thunder—

“Now, which is it, John?” grumbled Curi-
ous.

Why not both, Curious? But the impor-
tant question is, “Whose voice is this?”

—and the wvoice I heard was like

harpers harping with their harps.

“l get it: like harpers making the harps
sound like many waters and also singing. The
two sounds are mixed, like a deep thundering
voice over rushing water.”

If 144,000 all sang together, it would be
an amazing sound.

3 And they sing a new song before

the throne and before the four living

creatures and the elders; and no man

could learn the song save the 144,000

who had been purchased out of the

earth.

So this is something new even to
heaven. What do you make of it, Curious?

“If they're not literally in heaven, they have
the attention of everyone in heaven. If they
are in heaven, it must be a different 144,000,
unless it’s the same ones having been trans-
lated to heaven.”

Is their song understood by anyone at
all?

“I take it ‘no man could learn the song save
the 144,000’ refers to their uniqueness.
They're unique among humans, in a new
class that doesn’t fit anywhere in the
schemes of religion.”

If you think that who and what they are
is so easily accounted for, look out!
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4 These are they who were not de-

filed with women, for they are virgins.

These are they who follow the Lamb

wherever he goes. They were pur-

chased from among men, the first
fruits to God and to the Lamb.

Don’t be discouraged; first fruits tells us
something, Curious.

“‘First fruits’ tells me they’re among the
earliest disciples of Christ in Israel. So they
cannot be the same as the 144,000 in chap-
ter seven.”

And in their mouth was found no lie.

They are without blemish.

“They’re extremely unusual. Adam’s sin
hasn’t touched them,” said Curious.

I disagree. It says they were purchased,
so death had been their destination. Now
they descend from the second Adam. But I
agree that they are unique.

“I think that’s the way God must see those
married to Christ.”

The devil would have to agree with that,
which I'm sure makes him shudder to
think that they and many others might
truly be incorruptible.

“Yes, this is a picture, a timeless picture
reaching back to the earliest days of the
Christian era.”

Then are these 144,000 purely symbolic,
or is there such an army that will have a
role to play in the end times?

“These could appear on earth by resurrec-
tion and assert Jesus Christ’'s ownership of
Jerusalem—if not all of the promised land.
But when it will happen | can’t guess.”

6 And I saw another angel flying in

mid heaven, having eternal good tid-

ings to proclaim to those who dwell on

earth and to every nation and tribe
and tongue and people.

“Ho! John saw an angel flying in the sky.
This would be the source of all the winged
angel art.”

But you're not going to allow that it’s
realistic art, are you? It’s a cartoon, right?

“The message goes out everywhere in
every language. How else could this be pic-
tured in John’s day?”



Revelation

Indeed, modern communication would
be indescribable and incomprehensible.
Do you suppose the 144,000 have some-
thing to do with getting the good word
out?

“This could represent the worldwide evan-
gelizing that has been going out over the air-
waves since the early days of radio until the
day the beast shuts it all down.”

7 And he says with a great voice,

“Fear God and give him glory, for the

hour of his judgment has come; and

worship him who made the heaven
and the earth, the sea and fountains of
waters.”

“l take that back,” said Curious, “because
the very hour of judgment is at hand when
this is preached.”

There’s no need to take it back, brother.
They’ve always preached that judgment is
at hand. And so it is for everyone as a
practical matter. It’s a timeless message.

“They worship anything and everything but
the One who made them,” said Curious.

Why is that practice so prevalent?

“Because when there’s no respect for God,
giving him glory seems irrational.”

But is failing to fear God not irrational
in the first place?

“If we’re unaware of God’s love for us, the
pain of being what we are leads to irrational
choices. That’s my theory, anyway.”

You've packed a lot into that sentence,
Curious. Now, complete your thought.

“The search for release from discomfort
always leads to idolatry of one kind or
another.”

8 And another, a second angel, fol-

lowed, saying, “Fallen, fallen is Baby-

lon the great that has caused all the
nations to drink the wine of the wrath
due to her fornication.”

It’s true: all of our intoxicating spiritual
and worldly pursuits are illicit relation-
ships, which is why they’'re addicting.

“Babylon the great. ... This is the legacy of
Nimrod’s ambition which the prophets pre-
dicted would be utterly destroyed. Isaiah said
it first: Fallen, fallen is Babylon.”
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But Isaiah and Jeremiah spoke in very
literal terms about the fall of Babylon.

“l say legacy because Babylon on the
Euphrates is merely a curiosity today.”

Remember this is not about today.

“So this has already been fulfilled.”

If so, then why is Babylon’s influence
still so strong as revealed here?

“This could mean Rome. When Peter men-
tioned the assembly in Babylon | wondered
about that—if Rome was being referred to as
Babylon because of its many religions.”

It says Babylon the great led the nations
into religious idolatry. But Rome wasn't
the leader; Rome adopted the gods of the
nations.

“Rome was influenced by Greek culture,
however. So to fit this in here we could say
Babylon on the Euphrates will rise again.”

That’s something to watch for, everyone.

“It would take some time—many years for a
city to grow and become as influential as this
Babylon must be.”

On the other hand, this could refer to
the fall of the Roman Church which has
throughout the centuries substituted its
own idolatry or combined its own idolatry
with that of the nations.

9 And a third angel followed them,
saying with a great voice, “If any man
worships the beast and his image and
receives a mark on his forehead or on
his hand, he also will drink of the wine
of the wrath of God which is prepared
unmixed in the cup of his anger—

“What’s the distinction here?” Curious
wondered. “Are there two cups of wrath?”

In both is the penalty for worshiping
false gods. It’s a metaphor, Curious.

“Did Babylon produce the beast, or is the
beast of Satan and predating Babel?”

—and he will be tormented with fire

and brimstone in the presence of the

holy angels and in the presence of the

Lamb.

Who knows? But don’t you find this odd,
Curious? I do. It doesn't fit either death or
eternal punishment because it takes place
in the presence of Jesus and holy angels.
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“This reminds me of the fire and brimstone
coming out of the mouths of those horses
from ... Babylon on the Euphrates? Could this
be fear and a painful physical reaction to the
mark?”

That’s a wild idea, Curious, but I must
admit there’s reason behind it.

“Fear, vaccine administration, and visible
identification have been linked already.”

And the smoke of their torment goes

up for ever and ever; and they have no

rest day and night—those worshiping
the beast and his image, and whoever
receives the mark of his name.
“This is uncomfortably close to home,”
said Curious.

If you're referring to the pain inflicted
by fear and injury on those who trusted
the medical head of the beast, then what
is meant by the “smoke of their torment”?

“They’re praying fervently now and forever!”

12 Here is the patience of the saints,

those who keep the commandments of

God and the faith of Jesus.

“Yes! The reward for patiently keeping
one’s temple clean as commanded in Scrip-
ture and refusing the witches brews!”

Remember what James wrote: patience
leads to completion. But wait, there’s
more.

13 And I heard a voice from heaven

saying, write: “Blessed are the dead

who die in the Lord from henceforth.”

Yes, says the Spirit, that they may rest

from their labors, for their works fol-
low with them.

“Some will starve or die in isolation, waiting
for the Lord. That’s patience!”

Heaven wanted to be sure John included
that promise.

“Everyone needs to remember
teen-thirteen,” echoed Curious.

But will they appreciate its meaning?

“Because blessings depend on one’s
labors.”

14 And I saw, and behold, a white

cloud and sitting on the cloud one like

a son of man, having on his head a

golden crown and in his hand a sharp

four-
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sickle. And another angel came out
from the temple crying with a great
voice to him who sat on the cloud:

“Send forth your sickle and reap; the

hour to reap has come, for the harvest

of the earth is ripe.” And he who sat on
the cloud cast his sickle upon the earth,
and the earth was reaped.

“I've been expecting a scene like this where
people sit on clouds,” said Curious.

It’s disappointing, isn't it?

“They’re supposed to be strumming harps,
not swinging sickles.”

That’s what happens when you ignore
things you don’t understand.

“I would put the emphasis on ‘harvest,” not
on the cloud.”

Harvest is generally a good thing. And
the reaper?

“The one reaping the harvest is a first-class
enigma.”

Could he be one of the elders?

“John would have identified him as an elder
if he knew that to be the case. Curiously, he
describes him as ‘like a son of man.””

So are you concluding that this person
has a unique responsibility?

“This man has a special interest in the har-
vest. I'm also wondering about the cloud,
which is like the last place where Jesus was
seen on earth.”

Try casting this as a political cartoon,
Curious.

“ see a man wearing a golden victor's
crown and sitting on a white cloud. Below him
stretches the earth. | don’t know if John saw
the earth as a globe. He never says so. But
that’s how | picture it, even though it puts the
cloud above the atmosphere, which is fine for
a cartoon. The man on the cloud holds a
sickle in his hand, evidently waiting for a sig-
nal. Off in the distance is an image of the
temple in heaven. The second frame has the
angel flying out of the temple and announc-
ing that the time for the harvest has come.
The third frame has the sickle being flung to
earth. The fourth frame shows a few bare
patches where the sickle found grain to har-
vest, but not too many.”
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Why isn’t the harvested grain and its
disposition shown anywhere?

“This being a cartoon, it need only make
one point, so it excludes irrelevant details.”

Does it make the point that the day and
the hour of the harvest was not previously
known to the reaper?

“It could be assumed that the reaper knew
that the time was near, since he’s sitting on
that cloud.”

Now, if the reader assumes the harvest
consists of souls of men, he’s left wonder-
ing and uncertain about whether the har-
vest is of wheat or tares. Is that right?

“I'm remembering the parable Jesus told
about the harvest of the tares coming before
the wheat. The tares were burned and the
wheat was gathered into barns.”

According to that, the reaper would be
an angel.

“It doesn't fit this scene at all.”

Why should it? Why not leave it in the
context of verse 13?

“Here comes another sickle. Maybe it will
help.”

17 And another angel came out from

the temple which is in heaven, he also

having a sharp sickle. And another an-
gel came out from the altar, he that
has power over fire, and he called with

a great voice to him that had the sharp

sickle, saying, “Send forth your sharp

sickle and gather the clusters of the
vine of the earth, for her grapes are
fully ripe.” And the angel cast his sick-
le to the earth and gathered the vin-
tage of the earth and cast it into the
great winepress of the wrath of God.

And the winepress was trodden out-

side the city, and there came out blood

from the winepress, even to the bridles
of the horses, as far as a thousand and
six hundred stadia.

That’s equivalent to about 190 miles,
Curious.

“There’s no doubt about this harvest,”
declared Curious.

It's doubtful that you've gotten your
head around it so soon.
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“If the man on the cloud who did the other
harvest is involved, he’s nowhere to be seen
here in this one. Instead, an angel is the exe-
cutioner.”

Okay, let’s have the cartoon.

“In the first frame, the sickle is being deliv-
ered from the temple where the altar is
plainly shown with flames of sacrifice upon it.
The second frame looks down on a map of
Israel with grapevines superimposed on it,
and clusters of grapes are being cut from
vines by angels and thrown into a long vat
that starts at Jerusalem and extends south
and north over the entire length of the land.
On the vat is written, ‘The Wrath of God.” The
third and final frame shows horses and riders
entering the long vat from the north. They're
spattered with blood-red juice from trampling
the grapes of the land.”

What makes you think this is about
Israel? It says, “vine of the earth.”

“l should think everyone knows the
grapevine associates with Israel as a
symbol.”

So the reader of the cartoon can’t miss
the fact that the grapes represent Israel
undergoing kinetic wrath, and the reason
is apparent from the foregoing—their
stubborn indifference to the plagues and
their acceptance of the mark of the beast.

“But now | have a problem reconciling this
one with the parable of the tares and the
wheat as well. Where are the tares? Jesus
said the tares would be eliminated first.”

Listen up. He was referring to a differ-
ent occasion.

“Another discrepancy, if these are the tares,
is that the tares are cast into a fire some-
where while these grapes get slaughtered—
like in a war. And the location is specified.”

How could this be a war? There’s no
battle line.

“They have made God their enemy.”

All right. Now, what do we do with this
scene, Curious?

“It’s hard to tell where this scene fits in, if it
fits in at all. | think there’s more structure in
these chapters than it seemed at first: it’s not
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a simple sequence. The first six seals were a
sort of overview of the tribulation period—like
a movie trailer. Then there was a brief pause.
Then the six trumpets supplied more detail.
Then the seventh trumpet made an
announcement that the end has come. Now
it's like we’'ve been in an intermission with
various scenes that may not be synchronous
at all—a picture of Israel going back beyond
the birth of Jesus, a war in heaven, casting
down of Satan, reincarnation of the beast,
144,000 blameless disciples, announcement
of the fall of Babylon.”

So is there any sense in which the
wheat-and-tares parable fits in here?

“My guess is that Jesus’ parable was a
much larger picture which includes the time
when he will have come back to conquer and
rule the world: to make way for the kingdom,
the sons of the evil one are removed and the
sons of the kingdom are preserved.”

Good guess. The tares are disposed of in
fire while these are grapes and are “har-
vested” in a manner which is reminiscent
of prophetic passages in the Old Testa-
ment.

“If everyone on earth, good and evil, were
to get harvested at the same time, there
would be nobody left when Jesus returns.
These harvests are put together here because
they’re harvests, not because they’'re consec-
utive.”

We’ve seen martyrs and multitudes from
out of the tribulation in heaven already. So
what kind of harvest might be pictured
here that hasn’t been mentioned yet?

“It's before the tribulation; it’s the Rapture.
And the one like a son of man is Jesus.”

How does that square with Paul’s
description?

“Meeting Jesus in the clouds is a cartoon
too. It has to be. Or call it a euphemism. The
physical body is for earth, not heaven. We
shall be changed. What happens to the bod-
ies? Unmade. Clouds of dust. In the twinkling
of an eye it will be painless.”

Naturally, I agree. That’s why the dis-
posal is omitted. Only the cloud is shown.
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15 And I saw another sign in heaven,

great and marvelous: seven angels

having seven plagues, the last, for in

them the wrath of God is finished.

“There’s another signpost,” said Curious,
“but I'm not sure about the sequence.”

How do you picture them holding
plagues, by the way?

“John said it was great and marvelous, but
there’s no clue about what these plagues
looked like.”

Maybe they held placards.

“It says they actually had the plagues, like
they held them in their hands.”

If you had to make a cartoon with so lit-
tle information given, how would you
draw the plagues?

“Bowls of wrath’ comes to mind. | heard
that phrase somewhere. Bowls would work
well in a cartoon: the plagues are poured out
from bowls.”

Curious paused because he was puzzled
beyond words, which rarely happens.

“l don’'t see how there can be another
round of plagues,” he finally said. “I thought
the harvest with the 190-mile winepress
completed the outpouring of wrath.”

Remember, since we left the trumpets
there have been signs and scenes where
sequence was not maintained.

“This round of seven plagues might dovetail
into the seventh trumpet—like the trumpets
came out of the last of the seven seals.”

Now, look at the next verse. We're in for
another interruption.

“l doubt that John knew how these all fit
together. Or maybe they don't fit sequentially
on any terrestrial timeline. That should not
surprise us if these are heaven’s plans and
not a documentary of the future.”

2 And I saw as it were a sea of glass
mingled with fire, and those who come
off victorious from the beast and from
his image and from the number of his
name are standing on the sea of glass,
having harps of God. And they sing
the song of Moses the servant of God,
and the song of the Lamb, saying,
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Great and marvelous are your
works, O Lord God Almighty;

righteous and true are your ways,
O King of the ages.

Who will not fear, O Lord, and
glorify your name?

for you only are holy;

for all the nations will come and
worship before you,

for your righteous acts have been
made manifest.

“These include martyrs who preferred
death by starvation to worshiping the image
of the beast and taking his sign,” said Curi-
ous. “l wouldn’t call this a harvest. Come to
think of it, those who refuse the mark and
are prepared to survive will miss out!”

They must have been well versed in the
whole Bible in order to enjoy that song.
They missed the Rapture and failed to
prepare, but they got the most important
thing right.

“They must be enjoying this immensely to
have their perception of God be validated—I
would say a hundredfold.”

Notice how they declare God’s right-
eousness.

“It's obvious here, and now looking back |
see that their cheerfully praising God in spite
of earth’s troubles is an answer to Satan.”

And certainly an answer to anyone’s
criticizing God for his administrations on
earth.

“If anyone had reason to complain, these
folks would be among the first.”

Yes, and like a Jobian reward they're
restored with fame and a bonus.

“Harps of God! | think we’ll have to wait to
find out what a harp of God is.”

Okay. What about that sea of glass, Curi-
ous? Can we guess what it’s purpose is
now?

“The sea of glass is the stage provided for
their performance, and like all such plat-
forms there are lighting arrangements.”

5 And after these things I looked, and

the temple of the tabernacle of the tes-

timony in heaven was opened, and
there came out from the temple the
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seven angels that had the seven
plagues, clothed in bright linen and
girded about their breasts with golden
girdles. And one of the four living
creatures gave to the seven angels sev-
en golden bowls full of the wrath of

God who lives for ever and ever.

“These seven angels had nothing in their
hands when they were introduced earlier.
Now we see there’s a religious ceremony
involved. No wonder that no detail was given
about these plagues in that verse.”

Well, actually it said “having” the
plagues, which now we see means having
the duty to dispense the plagues.

“Obviously that verse was merely an intro-
duction.”

Before going on to the next verse, what
do you make of the temple connection
here, O curious one?

“This wrath is connected with the temple,
so it must be pointed at unfaithful Israel—
reminds me of Ezekiel’s rants from Babylon
about the wrath coming down on Judah.”

Doesn’t that mean the scope of this is
limited geographically?

“Whether or not the bowls hold wrath for
other nations remains to be seen. But the
trumpets appeared to predict widespread
impacts.”

Why did John emphasize the noble
appearance of these angels?

“The appearance of these angels is impres-
sive, and it must be significant.”

Are you sleepy? Break it down for us.
What do the white robes signify?

“The robes are bright. It doesn’t say white.
They could be the seven colors of the rain-
bow.”

I doubt that anyone would agree with
you, Curious.

“But to assume that would mean finding
the significance of each color as it applies to
the particular bowl.”

Assume they're white, then. Nothing is
brighter than all the colors together.

“White signifies purity and holiness. The
implication here is that the wrath they are
serving in no way makes them less holy and
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pure—again in defense of the great tribula-
tion’s justice.”

Yes, John is careful to remind us that no
effort of justification is needed for the
actions of the One who inhabits eternity.

“The gold signifies royalty.”

Do you mean that, Curious?

“Certainly there are ranks of angels. They
don’t all look alike.”

8 And the temple was filled with
smoke from the glory of God, and
from his power; and no one was able
to enter into the temple until the seven
plagues of the seven angels are fin-
ished.

Tell us how these plagues are associated
with holiness, Curious.

“Wrath is the essential word there, and it
manifests as plagues administered by holy
angels of the tabernacle of testimony—the
holy laws that were seldom kept in Israel!”

Notice that the bowls were handed out
by one of the four cherubim.

“And the medium of wrath comes from one
of those strange living creatures. It would be
the one like a man. But how he manages
seven bowls with four hands | don’t know.”

That’s our curious one: no detail is too
small to be a legitimate target of the out-
pouring of his curiosity.

“Smoke about the tabernacle always
denoted the presence of Yahweh. He's taking
full responsibility for this.”

Why is the temple closed at this time?

“They don’t have a prayer—no mercy how—
the mercy seat is hidden.”

16 And I heard a great voice out of

the temple saying to the seven angels,

“Go and pour out on the earth the sev-

en bowls of the wrath of God.”

“The command is from the temple of
Israel’s God—his wrath being poured out on
Israel. It must precede the grape harvest.”

2 And the first went and poured out

his bowl on the earth; and it became a

noisome and grievous sore upon the

men who had the mark of the beast
and who worshiped his image.
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Will the beast somehow explain that the
mark wasn’t the cause of the sores?

“It turns out that the mark wasn’t as harm-
less as, no doubt, it was advertised—reminds
me of you-know-what.”

3 And the second poured out his bowl

into the sea; and it became blood as of

a dead man; and all living things in

the sea died.

“This is curious,” said Curious. “The sec-
ond trumpet called out a similar bloody
event, but only a third of the sea creatures
died in that one.”

If the trumpet was the announcement,
how do you account for the discrepancy?

“The sea here must refer to the Sea of
Galilee. If the plague is worldwide, there will
be differences in different parts of the earth,
so a one-third average is reasonable.”

How could human blood be poured out
in such quantity?

“It doesn’t say blood was poured into the
sea. It says the bowl was poured out and the
sea became blood as of a dead man, which |
take to mean ‘the sea became like dead
man’s blood.” Again, it could be red algae,
depleting the oxygen.”

If the second trumpet was about the
same event but reporting its effects world-
wide, how does algae sink ships?

“Tsunamis from that mountain-of-a-thing
falling into the sea could destroy ships in
port,” said Curious. “It didn’t say they sank.”

Then explain how the first trumpet
announced the sores.

“The first trumpet was about fire. If the first
bowl had rained down fire, interpreters would
be blaming the dying sea-life on man-made
warming, not the wrath of God.”

4 And the third poured out his bowl
into the rivers and the fountains of the
waters, and there came blood. And I
heard the angel of the waters saying,
“Righteous are you, who are and
were, O Holy One, in making this
judgment; for they poured out the
blood of saints and prophets, and you
have given them blood to drink: they
are worthy of it.”
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“The third trumpet called for a star named
Wormwood that poisons a third of rivers and
headwaters and causes unspecified deaths.
This one targets the same waters, but now
with blood.”

Is any reconciling possible?

“Together make an equation. Blood equals
poisoning and death.”

Do you mean this is the key to the mean-
ing of blood in all these plagues?

“John is dealing in symbols. Death is sym-
bolized as blood. Blood means death.”

Then is wormwood interchangeable as a
symbol?

“Wormwood adds something about the
source. Here we have a statement about the
reason for it: saints and prophets. This seems
to be specifically about Israel.”

You said, concerning the trumpets, that
anyone “who reads Revelation carefully
will not be too surprised by what happens
when it doesn’t exactly match the revela-
tion.” And you gave a reason for that
which gets into your theory about how
plans in heaven work out in terrestrial
time.

“l thank God and John for including the
trumpets. If only the bowls had been given,
they would seem rather arbitrary.”

7 And I heard the altar saying,

“Yes, O Lord God, the Almighty, true

and righteous are your judgments.”

“The martyrs under the altar become vocal
about this one,” said Curious, “just as one
would expect. This is the retribution they were
calling for.”

8 And the fourth poured out his bowl
upon the sun, and it was given to
scorch men with fire. And being
scorched with great heat, they blas-
phemed the name of God who has the
power over these plagues; and they
refused to give him glory.

“These four bowls definitely cover the same
period of time as did the first four trumpets,”
said Curious.

This one exposes the symbolism in
“poured out,” does it not?
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“Obviously ‘poured out’ is a compact way of
saying these complex events are direct mani-
festations of the wrath of God. But the
metaphor sounds silly when applied to the
sun.”

Has Yahweh made himself known to
them now, or are they cursing mindlessly?

“Science can’t handle such improbabilities,
so atheism is under fire.”

What do you mean by that?

“This looks like a major CME, which is so
rare that to have it occur on this schedule is
uncanny.”

Then if they acknowledge such precision
in the Bible, what keeps them from
embracing all its truth and repenting?

“I'm no psychologist, but they're angry at
Yahweh for messing with the sun and pulling
the rug out from under their theories.”

10 And the fifth poured out his bowl
upon the throne of the beast, and his
kingdom was darkened; and they
gnawed their tongues for pain, and
they blasphemed the God of heaven
because of their pains and their sores;
and they repented not of their deeds.

It says his kingdom was darkened. That
could include a wide area.

“This is a bit of mercy.” said Curious.
“They complained about the scorching heat;
now they get a cooling spell.”

Is there any correspondence with the
fifth trumpet?

“Actually, it was the fourth trumpet that
announced the darkening of the sun, moon,
and stars.”

Has the fifth trumpet nothing to offer?

“The fifth trumpet was about pain from
those scorpion-like tails on the locusts which
was so intense they wanted to die. This fifth
bowl doesn’t mention the cause of the dark-
ness, but the fifth trumpet describes dark-
ness from smoke out of the pit of the abyss.”

Does that absolve us of having to
explain the exotic locusts, since there is
no mention of them here?

“This reveals the locusts as being con-
nected with the regime of the beast, which is
what | thought they were.”
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Can we assume then that the pain from
this fifth-bowl darkness lasts five months?

“That curious five-month duration is sus-
pect because it was the fifth trumpet and
now the fifth bowl. However, it doesn’t seem
to apply here.”

We have yet to discover how pervasive
the numerology is in this book.

“The numbers aren’t mystical if they're
symbols from the heavenly realm.”

Let’s have some curiosity about this!

“Five is halfway between three and seven.
It's a variable that depends on other things
and doesn’t represent any particular thing on
its own.”

All right. I've never heard that before,
but I'll take your word for it until a better
explanation comes along.

12 And the sixth poured out his bowl

upon the great river, the Euphrates;

and the water thereof was dried up,
that the way might be made ready for
the kings that are from the sun-rising.

“Now, this is interesting indeed when seen
in light of the sixth trumpet,” said Curious.
Here we have a partial fulfillment of the trum-
pet’s prediction.”

But two hundred million kings?

“The horse-riders wore crowns, as | remem-
ber.”

Are you abandoning your interpretation
that makes them symbolic of the response
to some disease pandemic issuing from
that area?

“Both must be true. The psychological inva-
sion comes first. Fear multiplies the magni-
tude of the threat.”

We know these “pouring out” events are
metaphors for almost any assault. But it
seems especially incongruous here. How
could something poured out cause water
to disappear?

“Perhaps it destroys a dam.”

I was baiting you, Curious, to see if you
were listening. Don’t you think Yahweh
can dry up a river directly? He dried up a
swath across the Red Sea and also across
the Jordan River.

“It doesn’t say how much will dry up. A
swath across the river is all that would be
required if it persists long enough.”

In John's day this would have seemed
necessary.

“This might be a convenience even for mod-
ern armies, but not a necessity. However, let's
say the CME disabled all the electronics and
rendered all the military equipment useless.
But the prince of Rosh is prepared for that
too and has a backup cavalry of a million
horses when all the contributions of the
nations in his coalition are added up. Then
the demonic fear mongers multiply their
number by two hundred.”

That'’s far fetched, Curious. Maybe the
river is only symbolic of all the obstacles
preventing armies from being transported
through that region from the east.

“Not only the Euphrates but the whole of
Iraq might be the ‘river’ to be dried up.”

By the way, you seem to have changed
your mind and you now think Ezekiel
prophesied this invasion of Israel.

“Ezekiel’s predictions about Rosh, or Rus-
sia, invading Israel have to be fulfilled some-
time. He got advised of two different scenar-
ios. This is not the one where the object was
economic expansion over a prosperous yet
defenseless Israel. Here the motive must be
different because earthquakes have devas-
tated the area.”

13 And I saw out of the mouth of the
dragon and out of the mouth of the
beast and out of the mouth of the false
prophet three unclean spirits, as it
were frogs, for they are spirits of
demons, working signs, which go forth
to the kings of the whole world, to
gather them together to the war of the
great day of God, the Almighty.

“There it is! The Day of the Lord we read
about so often in the Prophets,” exclaimed
Curious.

This reveals that
inspired—Satan’s doing.

“Yahweh was very clear that he had his
hooks in Gog when he told Ezekiel to expect
this massive movement of troops.”

it's demonically
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Doesn’t Satan know Gog and his armies
can’t survive, let alone win this war?
“Satan is wroth. He’s reckless about maxi-
mizing the effect of his rebellion. | imagine
he’ll sacrifice a thousand to silence one voice
of truth. Why? Because he’s desperate. All he
can think about is upsetting Yahweh'’s inten-
tion to harvest obedient slaves.”
Curious, we should go back and reread
Psalm 2 right now.
“Where is that psalm that mentions this
type of thing? ... Here it is:”
Why do the nations rage,
and the peoples meditate a wvain
thing?
The kings of the earth set themselves,
and the rulers take counsel together,
against Yahweh,
and against his anointed, saying,
“Let us break their bonds asunder
and cast away their cords from us.”
He who sits in the heavens will laugh:
the Lord will have them in derision.
Then he will speak to them in his
wrath
and vex them in his sore displeasure:
“Yet I have set my king
upon my holy hill of Zion.”
“Twill tell of the decree:
Yahweh said to me,
‘You are my son;
this day I have begotten you.
Ask of me,
and I will give you
the nations for your inheritance,
and the uttermost parts of the earth
for your possession.
You shall break them with a rod of
iron;
you shall dash them in pieces like a
potter's vessel.”
Now therefore be wise, O you kings;
be instructed, you judges of the earth.
Serve Yahweh with fear
and rejoice with trembling.
Kiss the son, lest he be angry
and you perish in the way,
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for his wrath will soon be kindled.

Blessed are all they who take refuge

in him.

“They’re insane to war
Almighty,” Curious said.

15 (Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed

is he who watches and keeps his gar-

ments, lest he walks naked and they
see his shame.)

“A word to the wise who read this even
long before it happens,” said Curious. “How
long in this day and hour will it be before it
happens, | wonder.”

Remember Jesus’ parable of the virgins
and their lamps.

“After waiting thousands of years it's no
wonder if some run out of oil.”

Who has waited thousands of years?

“Well, nobody lives that long.”

So keep your shirt on.

“| get the point that one needs to be contin-
uously faithful to Christ and not the world, but
what’s the use of watching for something
that will be a surprise?”

Think hard, Curious.

“Oh, | get it. There’s a blessing in that kind
of devotion.”

What kind is “that” kind?

“I can’t think of anything else that requires
that kind of faith.”

Faith in what?

“I mean faith in the Scriptures. ... That is,
what is said about this.”

What is said?

“The Rapture, specifically. So logically,
there’s a blessing in watching for that like the
five wise virgins who brought enough oil to
keep their lights burning.”

Exactly what is there to watch for?

“It's a paradox, though, because the thief
takes care not to be seen as he approaches
the booty he’s going to steal away.”

What thief would announce his coming
with seven trumpets and bowls of wrath?

“This confirms that the Rapture happens
before it becomes obvious that the end-time
program is unfolding—unfolding like when
Satan pulls off this invasion of Israel.”

against God
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16 And they gathered them together
into the place which is called in He-
brew Armageddon.

“That sounds like the valley of Megiddo
where King Josiah met Egypt’s army.”

Good guess. How did it come out for
Israel?

“It was a bad decision on the part of Josiah,
and Jerusalem was doomed after that.”

17 And the seventh poured out his bowl

upon the air,

and a great voice came forth out of
the temple,

from the throne, saying, “It is done!”
And there were lightnings and voices
and thunders;

and there was a great earthquake
such as never had been since there
were men on the earth,

so great an earthquake, so mighty.
And the great city was divided into
three parts,

and the cities of the nations fell,

and Babylon the great was remem-
bered in the sight of God,

to give to her the cup of the wine of
the fierceness of his wrath.

“Here’s the finale,” said Curious, “a mas-
sive earthquake triggered by lightnings.”

Cities fall, but one is singled out as
being the primary target—or is it two?

“A tenth part of Jerusalem had already
fallen, and now it’s further remodeled. Baby-
lon and other cities are destroyed.”

Yes, if Babylon is Jerusalem’s demonic
counterpart, it must also be a literal city.

20 And every island vanished,
and the mountains could no longer be
found.

Mountains and islands disappearing? Do
you buy that, Curious?

“This could refer to structures within Baby-
lon, since that’s the immediate context.”

21 And great hailstones, about the
weight of a talent,
came down out of heaven upon men.

“This comes with the lightening and thun-

der and earthquake, and like the rest it's
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supernatural, at least according to natural
events in the past.”

Curious looked up talent and found it
equals three thousand shekels, the shekel
weighing about eleven grams.

“Seventy-five-pounds! The largest
stones on record are two pounds.”

Then are these literally ice balls, Curi-
ous?

“They must be real because the weight is
specific. But | wonder how John knew.”

Then we should expect the reaction
among men to be reasonably literal.

And men blasphemed God because of
the plague of the hail;

for the plague is exceedingly great.

“Apparently it's recognized as an act of God
quite literally.”

All the effects of this seventh bowl’s
pouring-out seem to be completions.

17 And one of the seven angels that
had the seven bowls came and spoke
with me, saying, “Come hither; I will
show you the judgment of the great
harlot that sits upon many waters,
with whom the kings of the earth com-
mitted fornication, and those who
dwell in the earth were made drunken
with the wine of her fornication.”

“So Babylon’s dominion among nations is
ended,” said Curious. “Here’s how Jeremiah
described her: Babylon has been a golden
cup in Yahweh's hand that made all the earth
drunken. The nations have drunk of her wine;
therefore the nations are mad.”

3 And he carried me away in the Spirit

into a wilderness: and I saw a woman

sitting upon a scarlet-colored beast,
full of names of blasphemy, having
seven heads and ten horns.

“Here’s the beast again, like the red dragon
but here called a beast. These beasts are all
a manifestation of Satan and his demons.”

4 And the woman was arrayed in
purple and scarlet, and decked with
gold and precious stones and pearls,
having in her hand a golden cup full of
abominations, even the unclean things
of her fornication ...

hail-
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“So this is the caricature of Babylon from

“Am | expected to identify this beast? Isn’t

heaven’s point of view,” said Curious. “She this another mystery?”

can’t walk on her own feet.”

5 and upon her forehead a name was

written:

MYSTERY BABYLON THE GREAT
MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND
ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH
And I saw that the woman was drunk-

en with the blood of the saints,

and with the blood of the martyrs of

Jesus.

And when I saw her, I wondered with

a great wonder.

“Okay, there’s the full cartoon.”

What do you make of the “saints”? Are
they the same as the “martyrs of Jesus,”
or is that a reference to the Old Testament
saints and prophets who were martyred in
Jerusalem?

“If John wonders, how can | not wonder?
But I'm thinking of Zechariah where that evil
woman in the basket was flown from
Jerusalem to the land of Shinar.”

In what sense is she a mystery, Curious?

“The mystery religions are here revealed for
what they are,” Curious declared, “unholy
doctrines devised and supported by Satan
from Babel to the present.”

So is this woman on the beast an
abstract of pagan religion, or may she rep-
resent unholy religion in some particular
form at a particular time in history?

“But like Babylon of old, she may gather
great influence somewhere in particular.”

7 And the angel said to me, “Why did

you wonder? I will interpret for you

the mystery of the woman and of the
beast that carries her which has the
seven heads and the ten horns.

“Oh, good! John gets an interpretation.”

This shows that “symbol” could replace
the word “mystery.”

“It's extremely important that this Babylon
symbol not be misinterpreted,” Curious
wisely observed.

8 “The beast that you saw was and is

not and is about to come up out of the

abyss and to go into perdition.
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Is there anything about this brief history
that’s familiar?

“It's a resurrection not to life but to destruc-
tion!”

Though it was dead, it comes back from
the grave.

“It's like a negative of Christ’s resurrection
—essentially antichrist.”

“And those who dwell on the earth will
wonder, those whose name has not
been written in the book of life from
the foundation of the world, when they
behold the beast, how that he was, and
is not, and shall come.

You don’t have to be among those who
wonder, Curious, since you're reading
this.

“They’re curious, at least, but to no avail. ...
That’s awful! They’re doomed to never under-
stand hell!”

By the way, when will it happen? Is this
on the timeline?

“This seems to tie back to that indefinite
span of time where we had the signs.”

So the Roman Empire would be the
beast that was and was not after it fell.

9 “Here is the understanding of wis-

dom: The seven heads are seven

mountains on which the woman sits;
and they are seven kings.

But these mountains are kings, not hills.
They would not be the seven hills of
Rome.

“This seems contrary to the Roman-empire
theory,” said Curious.

Because this woman'’s influence is inter-
national—she sits on many waters—so
must be the beast she rides.

Five have fallen, one is, the other is not

yet come; and when he comes, he must

continue a little while.

“The five fallen empires would be Egyptian,
Assyrian, Babylonian, Media-Persian, and
Greek. The one existing in John’s day would
be the Roman empire, and the one yet to
come would be the Ottoman empire.”

Yes, all of them dependent on the beast.
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“And the beast that was and is not is
himself also an eighth and is of the
seven; and he goes into perdition.

The beast finally comes back and mani-
fests directly as the eighth empire.

“This eighth king must be Antichrist,” Curi-
ous remarked.

“And the ten horns that you saw are

ten kings who have received no king-

dom as yet, but they receive authority
as kings, with the beast, for one hour.

These have one mind, and they give

their power and authority to the beast.

“What | see in this is elites acting like kings
colluding in a new world order supported by
Satan.”

14 “These will war against the Lamb,

and the Lamb will overcome them, for

he is Lord of lords and King of kings—
and those who are with him are the
called and chosen and faithful.”

Note that the world rulers instigate this
war against Christ.

“This is holy drama!” exclaimed Curious.
“The wounded Lamb overcomes the beast,
proving he is King of kings!”

15 And he says to me, “The waters

which you saw, where the harlot sits,

are peoples, and multitudes, and na-
tions, and tongues.

“Her corrupting influence is everywhere,”
said Curious.

Isn’t it more than influence?

“Actually, this cartoon is simple and direct:
the harlot depends on people everywhere for
her sustenance.”

Remember: biblical “harlot” indicates
false religion and idolatry, and this woman
gathers all that into one system.

“It appears that the woman may have more
direct support of the world’s people than the
beast does.”

The beast, of course, will let that go
only so far.

16 “And the ten horns which you saw,

and the beast, these will hate the har-

lot and will make her desolate and
naked, and will eat her flesh, and will
burn her utterly with fire.
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“Ironically, she gets sacrificed. This makes
it clear that she’s not just an idolatrous sys-
tem; she’s also embodied in something that
can be dismantled and destroyed.”

17 “For God put in their hearts to do

his plan and to come to their own pur-

pose, giving their kingdom to the beast
until the words of God be accom-
plished.

Thus they all destroy false religion.

“She is a mystery! She’s supported by the
devil and the people, yet she stood against
the world being turned over to the beast.”

Is she two-faced, Curious?

“She’s for herself. She thinks she holds the
greater power.”

Then she would be a political entity of
some other kind.

“What comes to mind is the Roman
Catholic Church widening her influence.”

18 “And the woman whom you saw is

the great city which reigns over the

kings of the earth.”

“Yes, she has become politically powerful,
and here is her headquarters.”

Would that be Rome?

“In John’s day would his readers see con-
temporary Rome here? I'm not sure they
would, because she becomes the enemy of
the empire.”

18 After these things I saw another
angel coming down out of heaven,
having great authority, and the earth
was illuminated with his glory. And he
cried with a mighty voice, saying,

“Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great

which has become a habitation of

demons and a haunt of every unclean
spirit and a haunt of every unclean
and hateful beast.”

“This sounds like Isaiah and Jeremiah,”
Curious noted. “And to them it was the city
of Babylon on the Euphrates river.”

This is another angel, and one of great
authority—like Isaiah and Jeremiah were
great prophets. We can expect him to
carry out their tradition and illuminate
this prophecy with detail.
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“l don’t think Rome ever became that, not
literally at least,” Curious said.

3 For by the wine of the fury of her
fornication all the nations are fallen;
and the kings of the earth committed
fornication with her, and the mer-
chants of the earth waxed rich by the
power of her wantonness.

She built up her power by making idola-
try the foul fuel of economies everywhere.

“There’s money for the few in false
religion,” Curious concluded.

It would be fitting if Babylon on the
Euphrates becomes her headquarters
again.

4 And I heard another voice from
heaven saying, “Come out of her, my
people, that you have no participation
with her sins and that you receive
none of her plagues, for her sins have
piled up to heaven, and God has re-
membered her iniquities.”

Many Jews moved out of Rome due to
persecution well before John was exiled to
Patmos. Christians were increasingly dis-
criminated against too, as we saw in the
letters at the beginning of this book.

“What plagues are these?” Curious won-
dered. “It seems fitting that the plagues
already mentioned would be referenced
here.”

6 Render to her according as she
rendered,

and give double to her according to
her works:

in the cup which she mingled, mingle
to her double.

However much she glorified herself
and waxed wanton,

so much give her of torment and
mourning,

for she says in her heart, I sit as a

queen
and am no widow and shall in no
way see mourning.

The tumultuous political history of first-
century Rome doesn’t fit here.

“Could this be the Roman Church centuries
later?”
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Nothing like this has happened to the
Roman Church as yet, at least.
8 Therefore in one day her plagues
will come:
death and mourning and famine;

and she will be utterly burned with
Jire,

for strong is the Lord God who
judged her.

That seems to rule out any religious sys-
tem as an interpretation.

“Is this a literal day?” Curious wondered.
“If so, it must be future.”

And if not?

“It's a sudden onset for plagues, and that
word ‘utterly’ makes me wonder.”

But an instant attack and smoldering
ruin would be proper, even necessary, in a
cartoon, would it not?

9 And the kings of the earth, who

committed fornication and lived wan-

tonly with her, will weep and wail
over her when they look upon the
smoke of her burning, standing far off
for the fear of her torment, saying,
Woe, woe, the great city, Babylon, the
strong city!
for in one hour your judgment is
come.

“Jeremiah’s ’Suddenly’ has now become
one hour,” Curious observed.

Isaiah cites Sodom and Gomorrah.

“This must be a supernatural event,” said
Curious.

Why could it not be apocalyptic hyper-
bole?

“Weeping and wailing’ may be exagger-
ated, but ‘looking on the smoke of her burn-
ing’ must mean what it says. How does one
gaze at a symbol?”

Rome did burn, you know. Two thirds of
the city was destroyed in nine days.

Curious was already looking it up.

“The two parts of the Great Fire of Rome
totaled nine days, not one hour,” he said.

And that was in AD 64, most likely
before this book was written.

“John is making it clear that this is not
that,” Curious concluded.
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11 And the merchants of the earth
weep and mourn over her, for no man
buys their merchandise any more:
merchandise of gold and silver and
precious stone and pearls and fine
linen and purple and silk and scarlet;
and all citron wood and every vessel
of vory and every vessel made of most
precious wood and of bronze and iron
and marble; and cinnamon and spice
and incense and ointment and frank-
incense and wine and oil and fine flour
and wheat and cattle and sheep; and
of horses and chariots and slaves; and
souls of men.

What is most significant about that list,
Curious?

“Obviously those items refer to commerce
in John’s day.”

So would that fact make this apply only
to first-century Rome?

“But how else could commerce, even in a
later age, be detailed?”

What stands out the most?

“What’s outstanding about this list is that
it's a list. ‘Merchandise’ would be sufficient.
There’'s never been so much apparently
unnecessary detail in this book, unless it was
the listing of the tribes of the 144,000.”

Could you make a cartoon of this?

“One thing I'll say for sure: this is not meant
to be purely symbolic.”

That’s true, though if the particular
items are taken as examples from cate-
gories, then they're symbolic to that
extent.

“This has to literally be about the com-
merce of a particular city.”

14 And the fruits which your soul lust-

ed after are gone from you, and all

things that were dainty and sumptu-
ous are dead and gone from you and
will be found no more at all.

“So the destruction is complete and perma-
nent,” Curious noted.

As Isaiah and Jeremiah predicted it
would be.

“Those prophets weren’t hedging their pre-
dictions.”
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15 The merchants of these things, who
were made rich by her, will stand afar
off for the fear of her torment, weep-
ing and mourning, saying,
Woe, woe, the great city,
she that was arrayed in fine linen
and purple and scarlet,
and decked with gold and precious
stone and pearl!
for in one hour such great riches is
made desolate.

This is a repeated chorus. It must be
doubly important.

“This would make a cartoon depicting the
collapse of a financial system,” said Curious.

You might have something there. This
woman must represent a city that is or
will be a financial center.

And every shipmaster and everyone

who sails anywhere, mariners and all

who gain their living by sea, stood far
off and cried out as they looked upon
the smoke of her burning, saying,

“What is like the great city?” And they

cast dust on their heads and cried,

weeping and mourning, saying,
Woe, woe, the great city
wherein all who had shipping at
sea were made rich
by reason of her costliness!
for in one hour she is made desolate.

“Now it looks like a major international
shipping port,” said Curious.

By what measure? What does “her cost-
liness” mean?

“Or it could be a world-renowned market for
expensive items.”

How would that translate to shipping
profits in modern times?

“Another thought struck me: if the cost of
shipping is high because of the location and
the city is willing to pay more, the shipper's
profit could be greater.”

21 And a strong angel took up a stone

as it were a great millstone and cast it

into the sea, saying,
Thus with a mighty fall will Babylon,
the great city,
be cast down, and will be found no
more at all.
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“That means clean gone from the earth if it

means anything,” said Curious.

Not that the angel is doing it, of course.
22 And the voice of harpers, min-
strels, flute-players, and trumpeters

will be heard no more at all in
you;

and no craftsman of any craft

will be found any more at all in
you;

and the voice of a mill

will be heard no more at all in
you;

and the light of a lamp

will shine no more at all in you;

and the voice of the bridegroom
and of the bride

will be heard no more at all in
youy,

“The finer things of life are taken with it.”

The point is, heaven doesn’t spare the

bad for the sake of the good.
for your merchants were the
princes of the earth;
for with your sorcery were all the
nations deceived.
“We’'re talking about an international city: |
assume all nations means all nations.”
24 And in her was found the blood of
prophets and of saints,
and of all that have been slain
upon the earth.

“Now, this sounds like the city goes back to

the beginning of civilization.”

If so, Babylon in Mesopotamia is the

only candidate left standing.

“But it must be modern too. ‘Come out of

her, my people,’ sounds like the Rapture.”

19 After these things I heard as it
were a great voice of a great multi-
tude in heaven, saying,
“Hallelujah! Salvation and glory
and power belong to our God,
for true and righteous are his
judgments;
for he has judged the great harlot,
she who corrupted the earth with
her fornication,
and he has avenged the blood of
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his servants at her hand.”

“She has no friends in heaven in her final
hour,” observed Curious.

Are you implying that she once did?

“I wouldn’t say she ever did, but some who
shared her bed may have seen her in differ-
ent light at one time.”

Those who were called to come out of
her heard and obeyed.

3 And a second time they say,

“Hallelujah!”
And her smoke goes up forever
and ever.

There’s one to get your head around,
Curious.

“We’ve seen this ‘forever’ smoke before. |
think it symbolized torment, not physical
products of combustion.”

Your memory is better than mine.

4 And the twenty-four elders and the

four living creatures fell down and
worshiped God who sits on the throne,
saying,

“Amen;

Hallelujah!”

5 And a voice came forth from the

throne, saying,

“Give praise to our God, all you his
servants,

you who fear him, the small and
the great.”

6 And I heard as it were the voice of

a great multitude, as the voice of

many waters, and as the voice of

mighty thunders saying,
“Hallelujah,
for the Lord our God, the Almighty,
reigns.”

“This evidently is a turning point in heav-
en’s view,” said Curious.

7 “Let us rejoice and be exceedingly
glad,

and let us give the glory to him,

for the marriage of the Lamb has
come;

his wife has made herself ready.”

“The demise of the evil woman was prereq-
uisite to the marriage of the Lamb,” Curious
observed.



Curious Looks at the Bible

Yes, but why?

“The Rapture was the last call for the bride,
and some needed to see that the end of
Babylon was at hand before they would be
ready for the call.”

Or to put it the other way, those who
disrespected the Rapture are not among
Christ’s bride.

8 And it was given to her that she

should array herself in fine linen,

bright and pure; for the fine linen is
the righteous acts of the saints.

“l like that,” said Curious, “because | don’t
know if | will have any righteous acts to show
on my own.”

9 And he said to me, “Write, ‘Blessed

are they who are bidden to the mar-

riage supper of the Lamb.”

“Who are these?” asked Curious. “Some
select guests, | know, but who?”

Try eliminating whoever would not be
called.

“Anyone who doesn’'t care about Jesus
Christ wouldn’t care to be there.”

Remember the tribulation martyrs.

“If this takes place on earth, it could be the
resurrected martyrs.”

And he said to me, “These are true

words of God.”

10 And I fell down before his feet to

worship him. And he said to me, “See

you do it not: I am a fellow-servant
with you and with your brethren that
hold the testimony of Jesus; worship

God, for the testimony of Jesus is the

spirit of prophecy.”

Why did John momentarily think the
angel was Jesus?

“l sense there’'s something profound in
that, but | don’t quite get it,” said Curious.

How was the angel able to speak the
true words of God?

“Testifying the truth about Jesus doesn'’t
make one God.”

Then how do we know it’s truth? Saying
the words doesn’t make it a true testi-
mony.

“But | see from this that it takes a certain
spirit for it to be genuine, and that would be
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the Spirit of God,” said Curious.

If human beings manifest this Spirit to
various degrees, would it not be so with
angels?

“The loyal angels must glow with the Spirit
more at some times than at others.”

What do you mean by “glow”?

“They exhibit great power sometimes,
according to all that has been recorded.”

I can hear you saying their abilities have
no measure by earthly standards.

“If John was confused, | don’t see how I
could avoid being mistaken.”

There’s another equation for you, Curi-
ous. Don’t overlook it!

“Prophecy has a spirit? Well, yes, prophecy
might be malicious and deceiving, or it might
be mistaken and empty. But if it's faithful
and true, it’s like what Jesus said.”

11 And I saw the heaven opened: and

behold, a white horse and he who sat

upon it is called Faithful and True,
and in righteousness he judges and
makes war.

“Now, there’s a testimony of Jesus in the
spirit of prophecy,” said Curious. “Like he
dictated to John for the Laodicean church:
he’s the faithful and true Witness!”

(Is Curious serious? I'm not sure.)

“This must be the moment of the second
coming revealed in the spirit of all the Old-
Testament prophecies.”

Curious is out of control. He’s trying to
make more of “spirit of prophecy.”

“I'm just excited. This is a dramatic
cartoon!”

Indeed! Let’s get the rest of it.

12 And his eyes are a flame of fire, and

upon his head are many diadems, and

he has a name written which no one
knows but himself ...

“One head wearing many crowns is a fine
picture compared to that of the many-headed
beast,” said Curious.

Is this a cartoon or not, Curious?

“But how that unknowable name was por-
trayed to John, | have no idea.”

It’s outside our world of visualizations.
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“The eyes being flames is easy to visualize
but hard to interpret.”

Isn’t it consistent with John’s initial
vision?

“His eyes might illuminate, but ‘flames of
fire’ sounds like judgment.”

Remember the lamps.

“That’s it! He sees by his Spirit, not by natu-
ral light. Spirit penetrates everything.”

What is the essence of his name being
unknown?

“I'm thinking of Yahweh's reply to Moses. It
wasn’t a name, really.”

One’s name implies a context within
which the name differentiates you from
others.

“It makes sense that if the infinite God has
a name, it's only known to himself.”

Yes, that makes sense in words, but it
breaks your cartoon.

“What if all these fancy images were never
intended to be images at all?”

What then?

“They might be mnemonics: silly things
working to help you remember something.”

You have to know the thing first:
chances are the mnemonic won’t help you
get there.

13 and arrayed in a garment sprin-

kled with blood, and his name is called

The Word of God.

“This reminds me of the opening of John’s
gospel where Christ is the eternal Word, one
with God.”

What does the sprinkled blood remind
you of?

“Christ coming down out of heaven with a
blood-stained garment would be a reminder
that he bears the penalty of our sins eter-
nally.”

That’s nice, Curious, but read on.

14 And the armies which are in heaven

followed him wupon white horses,
clothed in fine linen, white and pure.

“Here come the angelic armies of heaven,
but the horses are novel.”

Did he not promise that he will come
quickly when he comes?
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“He comes quickly; of course we were told
that. The horses at least are the symbol of
speed.”

And the white?

“There are no dark spirits embedded
among them.”

In other words, this is a direct act of
God, unlike in other judgments.

“In reality, Jesus Christ and his angels will
not need horses any more than Moses and
Elijah did. He will subdue his enemies with a
word.”

15 And out of his mouth proceeds a
sharp sword,

that with it he should smite the
nations;

“The sword is the Word of God, of course.
This smiting of the nations has been pre-
dicted in the Word and here it comes to pass.
I'm reminded of a psalm. ... Here it is: in
Psalm 110 it says,

The Lord at your right hand

will strike through kings in the day of his
wrath.

You're assuming that the smiting refers
to the initial battle. Check Zechariah 14
for exact words.

“That verse near the end of Zechariah
opened up a window into the time of the
kingdom on earth:

... there will be the plague by which Yahweh
will smite the nations that do not go up to
keep the feast of tabernacles.

But that has to do with ruling them after
the initial battle.”

So it does.

and he will rule them with a rod of
ron;

and he treads the winepress of the
fierce wrath of God, the Almighty.

“Of course that reminds me of Isaiah 63:3:

I have trodden the winepress alone;

and of the peoples there was no
man with me:

yes, | trod them in my anger,

and trampled them in my wrath;

and their lifeblood is sprinkled on
my garments,

and | have stained all my raiment.”
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There’s your correct interpretation of
the sprinkled blood. What you said was
true and nice, but it wasn’t the reason for
the mnemonic.

“All right. Does anything in this Revelation
stand on its own?”

Is this the same winepress we saw in
chapter 14?

“The winepress symbol isn’t limited to
Israel, as the passage from Isaiah shows.”

Then what does it refer to here?

“Obviously here it refers to the smiting of
the nations at his appearing.”

16 And he has on his garment and on

his thigh a name written,

KING OF KINGS
AND LORD OF LORDS

“In case there would be any doubt who this
is ... | know there’s a verse somewhere.”

First Timothy. Chapter 6.

“Yes, here it is: ... until the appearing of our
Lord Jesus Christ which in its proper time he
who is the blessed and only Potentate, the
King of kings and Lord of lords, will bring
about—who alone has immortality, dwelling
in unapproachable light, whom no man has
seen nor can see, to whom be honor and
power eternal. Amen.”

Has John made an error here?

“This cannot be the same person,” said
Curious.

That’s true: according to Paul this King
of kings is invisible—at least to us on
earth.

“But John knows about that. Where does
he say ....”

First John 1:18.

“Yes, here it is: No one has seen God at any
time; the only begotten Son, who is in the
bosom of the Father, he has declared him.”

What does this have to do with the gar-
ment?

“So John isn’'t saying here that Jesus is
identically King of kings, but he carries the
name of his Father like a badge.”

That’s debatable. What about the thigh?

“And the declaration being on his thigh sug-
gests it’s his very nature too.”
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I know you want to say they're “joined
at the hip,” but you don’t need to say it.

17 And I saw an angel standing in the

sun; and he cried with a loud voice,

saying to all the birds that fly in mid

heaven,

Come, be gathered together to the
great supper of God,

that you may eat the flesh of kings,

the flesh of captains, the flesh of
mighty men,

the flesh of horses and of those who
sit on them,

and the flesh of all men,

both free and bond, small and great.

19 And I saw the beast and the kings
of the earth and their armies gathered
together to make war against him
who sat upon the horse and against
his army.
20 And the beast was taken and with
him the false prophet who worked the
signs in his sight by which he deceived
those who had received the mark of
the beast and those who worshiped his
image: the two of them were cast alive
into the lake of fire which burns with
brimstone.

21 And the rest were killed with the

sword which came forth out of the

mouth of him who sat upon the horse,
and all the birds were filled with their
flesh.

While several things in those five verses
provoked his curiosity, Curious was unable
to pause his reading while the battle went
on.

“The birds rank higher than human rebels
in God’s judgment—at this time at least,”
Curious said at last. “I'm reminded of Jesus’
saying, ‘there the vultures will gather.””

Note that the angel’s invitation to the
birds to clean up the battlefield is given
before the battle begins.

“In this case the invaders are from heaven.
Therefore, the outcome is foregone, of
course.”

How could the opponents of God believe
they had a chance to win this?
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“They thought Satan’s beast had become
equal to Christ.”

Surely the devil knew—he knows what
is written here.

“And Satan seems to think he can break
Scripture if he is given enough time.”

This was planned by the kings of the
earth, and it says they were gathered
together. Where on earth would that be?

“If they capture Jerusalem—the city of God
—Babylon will have won.”

Do the horses play any part in this?

“As for the horses, they need be no more
literal than the horses John saw when the
Lamb undid the first four seals.”

So this will happen quickly is what I
think you mean?

“I mean this is inevitable.”

The kings of the earth have already
carved up Jerusalem.

“This could refer in part to what has already
happened. Those birds, though ... | don’t
know about the birds.”

Isn’t it surprising what the angel who
stands in the sun says?

“They get their own supper—not just any
supper: the great supper of God. | can't help
but contrast this against the marriage supper
of the Lamb.”

They are, in a strange way, opposites.

“Christ’'s church merges into eternal life;
Satan’s church into death.”

We have seen that birds sometimes sym-
bolize evil.

“Before the battle even begins, the beast is
sent to try out a lake of fire. Either that hasn’t
happened yet or he’s escaped.”

Is the beast then a person like the false
prophet?

“The beast at this time will be run by artifi-
cial intelligence. So the beast is essentially a
computer network.”

If the beast isn’t a spirit, then why is it
not simply destroyed?

“Artificial intelligence doesn’'t reside in
flesh and blood; it's purely information and
therefore lives as long it can infest informa-
tion networks.”
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Then you will have to explain the lake of
fire.

“What is this lake of fire? It strikes me as
being unreal.”

Yes, the incompatibility there must be
significant.

“I get it: there’s a balance such that the fire
goes on without consuming. Thus they
remain alive.”

So it’s a metaphor?

“It’s an illustration of the fact that timeless
spirit cannot simply be disposed of in time.”

That’s one opportunity spirit lacks.

“The lake of fire would have to be self-con-
tained with no escape, fundamentally
enclosed like within a quantum barrier.”

Then how is it entered?

“I notice that they’re thrown, not escorted,
into it—thrown with enough force to penetrate
the solid barrier.”

So if the whole person goes, body and
spirit both, then what sustains the body?

“There would be no time there, so the body
is not consumed, and neither can the spirit
escape the barrier.”

Do you mean the lake of fire can be
seen?

“For that purpose it would appear to be
located below in some hot recess of the
earth.”

Why is it not put out of sight?

“History is important. If forgotten, it will be
repeated.”

Now, how does this apply to the beast if
he’s information?

“His computers are fried by a solar pulse,
leaving the wizard behind the curtain.”

Then finally the kingdoms of the world
are rapidly put down as promised in the
Word of God.

“A lot of bones will be left after the birds
have finished their supper. That’s all.”

20 And I saw an angel coming down
out of heaven having the key of the
abyss and a long chain in his hand.
And he laid hold on the dragon, the old
serpent, which is the devil and Satan,
and bound him for a thousand years
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and cast him into the abyss and shut

and sealed it over him—that he deceive

the nations no more until the thousand
years be finished. After this he must be
loosed for a little time.

“This will be my favorite trio of verses!”
said Curious. “Finally Satan is taken out—for
a long while at least. But why the devil must
he be let loose again?”

It’s that legal matter of which you're
aware, Curious.

“It’s like he’s in jail, waiting for his day in
court.”

Not only is it like that, that’s precisely
what it is.

“If anyone thinks Satan’s mighty spirit
rivals God, they need to see these verses!”

They’ll say this is not the ultimate
prince of darkness, only his shadow or his
puppet.

“It couldn’t be more clear: it's the devil; it's
Satan; it’s the same old serpent that was in
the Garden and the red dragon that tried to
devour the Son of God and sink Israel.”

Or they’ll say it’s merely theatrical and
he’ll be stronger and wiser when he’s
loosed.

“Satan’s followers today need to read this
and know how easy it is for a regular angel to
singlehandely lay hold of their god.”

Tell me, Curious, since you like to scruti-
nize things carefully, why does John say
Satan was bound for a thousand years
before he was cast into the abyss? Is that
an intentional surplus of metaphors?

“The binding is what constrains him, and
since he’s a spirit, the time element has to be
imposed by a physical means.”

Are you saying the abyss, which we
know is a name for the grave or the realm
of the dead, is a physical place?

“This is a perfect cartoon,” said Curious
eagerly.

Then how does it picture the abyss?

“The angel descends to earth where Satan
has been roaming in the form of a dragon
and tells him he’s under arrest. Next frame:
he’s seen throwing a loop of the chain around
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the dragon’s left rear foot and pulling it tight.
Next frame: the angel drags the serpent to
the opening of the abyss where the lid lays
beside it ready to receive the devil who has
now shrunk to the size of a Gila monster. The
angel picks up the poor devil, lowers him into
the pit, and begins feeding down the long
chain. Then he hooks the end of the chain to
the underside of the lid and replaces it. Final
frame: the angel is seen locking the lid with
the key to seal it.”

Are you saying the key and the chain
are simply props for the drama?

“How can a spirit be bound? Now we
know!”

Seriously, Curious, we do want to know.

“I'm not going to torture my head over this.
John is telling us how it will be done as well
as it can be told. But one thing about it does
bother me a little: | know Satan is ho match
for God and his mighty angels, but this incar-
ceration seemed too easy. Something else is
going on behind the scenes.”

I see what you mean. Why does Satan
not call on his demons and put up a fight?

“Satan doesn’t resist because his jail time
isn’t infinite and he knows he’ll have a good
chance to win his case in court. Furthermore,
if things go badly during his absence, it can-
not be blamed on him, and he’ll add that to
his defense.”

Someone will ask, if you don’t, why
demons aren’t mentioned? Could it be
that this scene took place long ago and
lesser evil spirits are the ones still raising
hell today?

“When you think about the demons not
being mentioned you realize that this scene
is focused and not revealing everything.
Demons and their idols are deceivers of
nations, and if there is an end to that, then
demon activity has been curtailed for some
reason.”

4 And I saw thrones and those who

sat upon them, and judgment was giv-

en to them; and I saw the souls of
those who had been beheaded for the
testimony of Jesus and for the word of
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God, and those who did not worship

the beast nor his image and did not re-

ceive the mark on their forehead nor
on their hand; and they lived and
reigned with Christ a thousand years.

Here’s a screening for resurrection duty
at the beginning of the kingdom age. Who
are we missing, Curious?

“Those fifth-seal martyrs are first in line for
positions of honor in the resurrection,” Curi-
ous noted. “And they’re joined by those who
died resisting the beast. But something is
missing here.”

The resurrection will include more than
this, certainly.

“Paul gave us to understand there will be a
resurrection before these dire conditions, and
the promise to be joint-heirs with Christ was
never limited to martyrs.”

You missed the surprising part of this
verse, Curious.

“Actually, | see now that the verse isn’t try-
ing to cover the whole resurrection issue. It
focuses on the ones who miss the Rapture
yet demonstrate their dedication in the end.
Oh yes, and those ancient martyrs under the
altar.”

Their number would have
throughout the centuries.

“Being pictured under the altar is signifi-
cant. There may be more of that kind added
every year, but what about the tribulation
martyrs who showed up in heaven with white
robes and palm branches? Will they not par-
ticipate in the kingdom?”

While this verse omits certain elements
of the resurrection issue, it also adds
something, and you're still not getting it,
Curious.

“Curiosity doesn’t bring everything into
focus automatically. Somehow | missed the
judgment.”

Why is this judgment needed?

“This is the gateway to the resurrection for
these folks. ... That’s it! They weren’t included
in the original resurrection promise. This is an
exception!”

What makes them exceptional? The two
groups don’t seem to go together at all.

increased

“| wondered about the altar-dwellers—their
showing up without robes and their loud com-
plaint.”

We know how you feel about them. Now,
what do they have in common with the
others in this scene?

“The others might be proud of having
refused the mark. | know | would be.”

This special judgment will examine each
one, of course. But there’s something very
unusual about it.

“Are these judges the same as those elders
on the twenty-four thrones? No other thrones
have been mentioned—other than the throne
of God.”

These wouldn’t be Laodiceans, would
they?

“Laodiceans? That’s absurd.”

Why has this judgment been delegated
to elders?

“I'm surprised. | thought the judgment seat
of Christ would show up here.”

Perhaps certain angels are qualified to
judge in this particular matter.

“l get it,” said Curious. “The thrones of the
twenty-four elders were never about ruling in
heaven. This is their purpose: judging the wor-
thiness of people to participate in the resur-
rection. What must be conferred by Christ are
gifts of service.”

Now, explain their number, which was
hard to interpret before.

“Twelve to examine saints who lived before
the church era and twelve to judge saints
from after the church era. The martyrs under
the altar could go either way.”

Are these elders human beings or are
they angels? Are you still curious about
that?

“Only humans understand the hearts of
humans,” said Curious, “not angels.”

5 The rest of the dead did not live un-
til the thousand years were ended.
This is the first resurrection. Blessed
and holy are they who have part in the
first resurrection; the second death
has no power over them, but they will
be priests of God and of Christ and
will reign with him a thousand years.
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“This seems to leave the vast majority of
the dead in Christ from previous years and
centuries in their graves until the millennium
is ended,” said Curious.

That can’t be. Leave it in the context of
the previous verse, Curious.

“It would be a mistake to think that what
John saw in that judgment scene included all
that’s involved in arranging for the millennial
kingdom.”

I agree, we're getting just enough to
satisfy common curiosity.

“If John saw everything there was to see in
heaven and recorded every sight, | suppose
that even the world itself could not contain
the books that would be written.”

I believe John would agree with you,
Curious.

““The rest of the dead’ includes the clearly
unsaved from all the ages, but is there any
reason why it couldn’t also include borderline
cases passed over in this judgment and sent
on to the supreme court?”

Falling short at the first resurrection,
they might still avoid the second death?

“We can’t even say that everyone who is
promised resurrection at the time of the Rap-
ture will be resurrected at the time of the
Rapture.”

You need to clarify that, Curious.

“That is, the Rapture marks the beginning
of the arrangements for the long-awaited
reign of Christ on earth, and the coincident
resurrection closes the door on this dispensa-
tion, and when it opens you’re in the kingdom
age.”

You explained this temporal relocation
before. Remind us.

“Both the Rapture and the resurrection
involve relocations: you go to a new place.
Resurrection must involve time travel too. It
was reasoned out during chapter one.”

Yet, doctrines of simplicity have been
built on this abstract in chapter twenty.

“It made sense to me back in chapter one,
but reality is unfathomable, really; you never
get your head around it completely.”

That’s the beauty of fiction.
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“That’s the Curious test: fiction you can
comprehend simply by ignoring its faults.”

Say the first resurrection takes place in
two phases: one preceding the Rapture,
the other here at the start of the millen-
nium. Do they all appear on earth at once?

“Enough of chaos! When Satan is put away,
where do you appear, you ask? No doubt
we'’re deployed in an orderly manner—the
second 144,000 was a preview of that.”

If we're to receive gifts and rule with
Christ, will we also have received training
for our offices?

“They appeared to be well organized
around the Lamb there at Mount Zion.”

Speaking of 144,000, what happens to
the others—those who have the seal of
protection?

“The sealed Israel must live through the
tribulation and on into the millennium, along
with multitudes marked by the beast but not
engaged in battle on front lines of the rebel-
lion.”

What happens to servants of Christ who
manage to live through the tribulation?

“They can't get resurrected bodies if they
haven’t passed through death, and there’s no
indication of a translation to heaven at this
point.”

So they remain in natural bodies subject
to death and judgment.

“Fortunate are they who die in the tribula-
tion!” Curious exclaimed.

Do you really believe that the ones who
managed to avoid the mark and remain
alive are less fortunate than these who
starved to death or were executed?

“Well, it depends on how they live the rest
of their lives.”

Hold that thought lightly, Curious. You
may be surprised.

“That leaves the Rapture-ascended saints
in heaven: the glorified bride of Christ have
no promise of resurrection.”

The advantage they have is due to their
up-to-date talents. That may be important.

“They’ll have a daily commute to rule with
Jesus as he stands up his kingdom on earth.”
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7 And when the thousand years are
finished, Satan will be loosed out of his
prison and will come forth to deceive
the nations which are in the four cor-
ners of the earth, Gog and Magog, to
gather them together to the war, the
number of whom is as the sand of the
sea.

“This is interesting,” said Curious. “It
shows that Satan hasn’t lost his nerve and
still thinks he controls geopolitics. But we
know ‘the war’ was expected.”

Yes, it will be inevitable. Remember, it
was said that Satan must be loosed for a
little time. That’s not indicative of a
peaceful transition.

“There’s no time to train such vast armies,
and the art of warfare will have been forgot-
ten. Swords were beaten into plowshares, to
put it quaintly.”

How else could this take place?

“Nations far from Jerusalem will be ripe for
revolt after a thousand years of ironclad theo-
cratic rule. But without planes, tanks, and
missiles, Gog’s invasion will be little more
than a march to surround Jerusalem and
demand autonomy.”

Peacekeeping during the millennium
will not be easy while pagan populations
reject the rule of Christ.

“I'm wondering why the ungodly will be
allowed to live in the millennial kingdom
while the contest for the rule of the universe
is going on.”

God loves them all. He can’t help him-
self. Some of them will hear the plan of
the world’s salvation and be saved them-
selves. They must be given the opportu-
nity.

“l see it now,” declared Curious. “Here’s
what happened: a compromise was struck
with Satan, and it goes like this: Creation
may still qualify as being the ‘good’ which
God called it, even under oppressive govern-
ment, since humanity has none of its original
perfection. The only requirement was peace
being kept, and out of that God had to
demonstrate free-will-defying obedience
among his servants for a thousand years.”
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One thousand years does sound like an
agreed-upon number.

“A minimum number of perfectly obedient
servants would have to be in this agreement
as well, and Satan would have demanded
that the number be large.”

That would explain the indefinite start
date of the end times.

“I'm seeing this fall out of Scripture,” said
Curious. “Does everyone know about it?”

Not at all.

“How will Christians be motivated to learn
obedience if they don’t understand that their
purpose is to make it possible for God to per-
manently bind Satan?”

That’s where you come in, Curious.

“Competence is important too: obedience
is easier with success than with failure.”

Practice in obedience is even more
important. Scripture uses the word
“slave,” but bondservant is the closest
most Bible versions come to translating it
accurately.

“Perfect obedience is never heard of. It's
called joyful slavery,” said Curious.

What if the number falls short by one
and you could have made the difference?
I'm referring to service to Christ in the
kingdom age, of course.

“It's such a big subject. | know there are
commandments, but when and how and to
whom they apply isn’t always clear.”

Since the issue is the liability of free
will, obedience might be narrowly defined
as obeying instructions which are inconve-
nient and even contrary to self-preserva-
tion and pride.

“If the agreement with Satan is in terms of
percentage, God has a problem.”

God is not stupid. It would be fixed mini-
mums like 144,000 for Israel and so on.

“No wonder Satan seeks population reduc-
tion by every means possible.”

History certainly makes more sense in
light of that

“Another factor, if you think about it, is
transportation and communication when
Jesus rules from Jerusalem.”
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It’s a big world. God might have been
waiting for technology to make it possible.

“But | suppose a network of miracles would
accomplish everything needed.”

No, Curious. Miracles are off the table
because they prove nothing. Think about
it.

“This is the second of Gog's marches on
Israel,” Curious noted.

That’s remarkable longevity by a mortal
not seen since the Flood.

“Of course, Gog may signify a title, not a
man’s hame.”

Or it may be the name of a demon who
had dominion over Magog and is back
again.

“So John sees the same thing: farflung
nations turning against Jerusalem—an ines-
timable number of invaders without sophisti-
cated instruments of war.”

Given the history of Magog, it makes
perfect sense that a “rod of iron” will be
needed to maintain peace on earth even
with Satan out of the way.

“The often-mentioned iron scepter isn’t sur-
prising at all, given that natural people—not
resurrected and not holy—will have multiplied
again during the thousand years.”

Still, aren’t you surprised that Satan is
able to rally them to march on the strong-
hold of God?

“Satan need only boast that he caused the
execution of the Son of God once before, and
for the next two millennia or so thereafter he
instigated wars against the followers of
Christ.”

Yes, but what is his motive? Surely
Satan doesn’t believe he can defeat God.

“I can’t tell whether he lost his case in court
and is motivated by anger, or if he won his
argument and is now free to do as he pleases
without the threat of doom if he disobeys his
Sovereign.”

If Satan won his case in court, it means
Christ’s slaves in the administration failed
to exhibit perfect obedience.

“In that case, free will is proven incompati-
ble with the creation God declared was ‘very

96

good,” and no free-willed being can be
charged with a crime for not being good.”

Satan’s plan for his own survival is a
recipe for utter chaos.

“So far, we have hope,” said Curious.

9 And they went up over the breadth
of the earth, and encompassed the
camp of the saints and the beloved
city; and fire came down out of heav-
en and devoured them.

“Yahweh expressed this punitive miracle
differently to Ezekiel. But the outcome is sim-
ilar.”

What do you make of that fire from
heaven, Curious?

“This shows that fire can be a metaphor in
these visions.”

You missed my point. Is there no pity in
heaven for the people duped by Satan?

“The stakes are far too high to criticize the
use of deadly force.”

10 And the devil that deceived them
was cast into the lake of fire and brim-
stone, where also the beast and the
false prophet are; and they will be tor-
mented day and night forever and
ever.

“This is my new favorite verse!” declared
Curious. “Now comes the seven-year cleanup
Ezekiel described in much detail.”

Yes, this earth will forever be sacred
because God died and went on to win the
battle against evil here.

“The thing that makes me bow down to our
loving Creator as much as anything is his per-
fect justice. He waited all these millennia and
suffered unimaginable pain to respect the
Prime Transgressor’s legal challenge.”

You seem to think that God knew Satan
was wrong about free will.

“I would say it was daring and very risky for
him to create Satan in the first place. But |
don’t know whether God saw it as a risk.”

Is it possible that he didn’t know how it
would come out?

“Did he know he would have to create this
universe and give Satan a free hand in it in
order to play out the possibility?”
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Yes, once Satan sinned. But did Yahweh
know that that magnificent creature
would turn out the way he did and cause
all the harm he did?

“If free will is not necessarily fatal in us,
why could it not have gone well for Satan?”

It only works well for creatures in God'’s
image—because God could die for us.

11 And I saw a great white throne and

he who sat upon it, from whose face

the earth and the heaven fled away;
and there was found no place for
them.

“l knew there must be more than one
heaven,” declared Curious.

You can call it that.

“This image portrays sovereignty. Does any-
one think he can lay a case before this great
throne? There is no Lamb here. There's noth-
ing a human soul can offer in this consuming
Presence. No one can look upon his face.
This makes me tremble.”

John must have been impressed too, but
he doesn’t say so.

“The judges on the many thrones might
have debated borderline cases among them-
selves. Not so here.”

This is truth beyond which there is noth-
ing.

“This judgment will be the last word.”

Yes, and the first word. Because he
inhabits eternity there is no separation of
first and last as we think of it. You taught
me that!

12 And I saw the dead, the great and
the small, standing before the throne;
and books were opened, and another
book was opened, which is of life; and
the dead were judged out of the things
which were written in the books, ac-
cording to their works. And the sea
gave up the dead that were in it, and
death and Hades gave up the dead
that were in them, and they were
judged, everyone according to their
works.

“So these are the dead,” said Curious.
“That would include all who marched on
Jerusalem that were destroyed by fire, all who
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were ever cremated, all who were drowned,
and all who were buried in the ground from
all the ages.”

Only the first resurrection isn’t here;
they’re the blessed ones—and the Rap-
tured bride, of course.

“l can’t begin to imagine how long it will
take to make a thorough evaluation of one’s
worthiness based on records of all of one’s
days and hours.”

You must be assuming that good works
and bad works are balanced according to
some scale. There is no scale here, only
another book.

“What are the options? A return to Hades
would be better than going where Satan
went.”

14 And death and Hades were cast

into the lake of fire. This is the second

death, the lake of fire. And if anyone
was not found written in the book of
life, he was cast into the lake of fire.

“That eliminates one option. Hades will be
no more!”

It’s either eternal life or eternal fire,
Curious.

“I'm needing to get my head around this.
I’'m understanding that only the book of life
makes any difference, and that’s only a list of
names!”

Where have you seen that book men-
tioned?

“It was like a force of destiny when the
book of life came up before. If you weren’t in
the book of life you automatically worshiped
the beast. | didn’t think much about it then
because it seemed like a metaphor about
one’s political alignment. But here if it's a
metaphor, | don't know what it could repre-
sent because everything is in the other
books. This book of life is just names—noth-
ing about family or religion or membership in
anything. No titles. Just names, and that’s all.
Or at least that’s all that counts for anything.”

Curious, slow down. You have consumed
nearly the entire Bible. Don’t let it
become bitter in your stomach. You know
how one enters the book of life.
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“Looking back, | see that it said, And those
who dwell on the earth will wonder, those
whose name has not been written in the
book of life from the foundation of the world.
From the foundation of the world! Does that
mean before | did anything, good or bad, my
future was predetermined?”

It doesn’t say that, Curious. It doesn’t
say or even imply that names cannot be
added later. Look at the passage before
that—where the book of life is mentioned.

“Here it adds something: ... earth dwellers
whose names are not written from the foun-
dation of the world in the book of life of the
Lamb that has been slain. Book of life of the
Lamb that was slain! So it's actually his
book!”

Yes, and the names in it belong to him.
He decides who is in the book of life. Paul
knew about it. He described his fellow-
workers as ones whose names were in the
book of life. So did David: he prayed that
certain enemies would be blotted out of
the book of life.

“Blotted out of the book of life ... where did
| see that? Back in the letters Christ dictated
to the churches. ... Here it is: Nevertheless
you have a few names in Sardis who have not
defiled their garments, and they will walk
with me in white, for they are worthy. Anyone
who overcomes will similarly be arrayed in
white garments: | will under no circum-
stances blot his name out of the book of life;
I will confess his name before my Father, and
before his angels. According to that it's
unlikely that David’s prayer got answered.”

There’s no evidence that anyone ever
got blotted out of the Lamb’s book of life,
and it should be obvious to you by now
that Jesus is quite willing to add your
name to his book if you but ask him.

“But, ... okay, that’s great! ... But, where is
justice in your name being a ticket to the lake
of fire if you've never asked to be in the
book? ... or even heard of Jesus Christ?”

Think about it, Curious. This is not diffi-
cult for anyone to get their head around.
Did you think God was being just by
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accommodating Satan’s sin for a long time
and almost forever? No! God is waiting
before he applies the law of sin and death
until he establishes it before the angels by
a demonstration that everyone under-
stands.

“l know the law condemns the sinner. But
all have sinned. The standard is unattainable.
The standard is the glory of God, and we're
mere humans. ... Well, | know that Christ is
able and willing to take the rap for any
amount of sin and dispense his infinite wor-
thiness in exchange. But I'll wager that not a
few of those poor souls out there in the four
corners of the earth who were duped by
Satan to march on Jerusalem—I'll wager that
they would have taken the free gift if they
had known about it.”

Get serious, Curious. Your weak gut is
making a fool of you again. What did you
mean when you said the stakes were too
high to question the fire?

“I mean, this is a very tremendous conclu-
sion that makes my head hurt.”

It isn’t your head, Curious; it's your
weak stomach. Evil makes you sick, and
getting rid of evil makes you sick.

“But, ... why must there be torment—eternal
tormenting. Why not forget the sordid past?”

Have you never wondered about history
in the Scriptures? Why is it ninety percent
about the evil that took place? You under-
stand this is the word of God which must
have a purpose.

“Is that the price that must be paid for free
will to continue? Must we always be
reminded?”

You remember well, Curious, but you
don’t like it.

“Their worm shall not die.
words too.”

It’s the price God must pay for sharing
his free will. The gift of free will is costly
and the price he paid for it must never be
forgotten.

“Would I give up free will in order to forget
evil, do you ask? That's barely conceivable
because it’s not human. No, | see what God is

Isaiah’s last
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doing. Bring on the reminder of evil when |
need it, and let me never need it!”
Yes. Deliver us all from evil.

21 And I saw a new heaven and a
new earth, for the first heaven and the
first earth are passed away, and the
sea is no more.

“So that was a new heaven,” said Curious.
“There really has to be more than one.”

A new visible sky, not a new third
heaven, could well be the meaning here,
Curious.

“How heaven and earth are both visible at
once is hard to imagine. Perhaps it could be
done in a cartoon. At least John is making it
clear that this is a departure from the famil-
iar.”

Answer why there is no sea, and the
rest will fall into place.

“Earth’s vast quantities of water are essen-
tial to life, so the absence of oceans is puz-
zling if this new earth has any claim to be like
earth. There would be no clouds.”

Recall Noah and the use that was made
of our vast quantities of water.

“This indicates there will never be a need to
drown out the population on this new earth,”
said Curious.

And no rain and no rainbows.

“For all we know this is in a different uni-
verse with different laws of physics.”

Or no physical laws at all.

“Or it’s pure symbolism. Poetry, really.”

Unlike other chapters, this one isn’t
introduced with “after these things.”

“The connection to the previous chapter is
weak if there is any.”

There are similar words in Isaiah. Do
you find a connection there?

“John frequently references the old
prophets. Like .... Here’s one in Isaiah 65:
Behold, | create new heavens and a new
earth, and the former things will not be
remembered nor come to mind. But it goes
on to bring in elements of the old earth. The
last verse in that passage reads: The wolf
and the lamb will feed together, and the lion
will eat straw like the ox, and dust will be the
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serpent's food. They will not hurt nor destroy
in all my holy mountain, says Yahweh.”

We all look for new heavens and a new
earth just as Peter, referencing Isaiah,
wrote: We look for new heavens and a
new earth wherein righteousness dwells.

“Where’s the city?” Curious grumbled. “I
recall Jesus’ promise to the church at Phila-
delphia: ... the new Jerusalem which comes
down out of heaven from my God.”

You're reading ahead, Curious.

2 And I saw the holy city, new

Jerusalem, coming down out of heav-

en from God, made ready as a bride

adorned for her husband.

“Now, this is definitely looking like different
laws of physics,” said Curious. “It's a pristine
version of Jerusalem ready-made—if it's not
simply a metaphor.”

Is this really a ready-made city, or does
she have a past? Typically brides aren’t
infants; they’re shaped by their past expe-
riences.

“This is a city, not actually the bride. If it
were literally the bride of Christ, | don’t think
she would appreciate this caricature.”

Be serious, Curious. It says it’s a bride
adorned for her husband.

“It says it's made ready—all decked out—
like a bride would be. It's a simile.”

So is “coming down out of heaven” also
pure metaphor?

“We know ‘bride’ in this context is
metaphorical, so the rest of it may be as
well.”

Then you will have to explain why John
put “the sea is no more” right up there
parallel with “the first heaven and the
first earth are passed away.” It's primary,
not a frill.

“Let me get my head around this. Why is
the sea important enough to be on top? The
sea separates nations. If new Jerusalem
draws the nations to itself—which is a
metaphor, really, having to do with worship-
ing Yahweh, the God of Israel—then the sea,
which distances nations geographically, dis-
appears in the spirit of the metaphor.”
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You make these verses disappear in the
spirit of conjecture, Curious.

“It feels lyrical to me.”

3 And I heard a great voice out of the

throne saying,

“Behold, the tabernacle of God is
with men,

and he will dwell with them, and
they will be his people:

God himself will be with them, and
be their God.

And he will wipe away every tear
from their eyes,

and death will be no more;

neither will there be mourning nor
crying,

nor pain any more.

The first things are passed away.”

“Now, that puts some meat on it,” said
Curious. “The city is actually the new taber-
nacle, the house of God he now shares with
his people—like the Jewish tradition where
the bride goes to live with her husband in his
father’s house.”

Do you recall any other inkling of this in
the Old Testament?

“I thought David was referring to the tem-
ple he had designed, and his son Solomon
was going to build, when he wrote, ‘I will
dwell in the house of Yahweh forever,” though
it didn't make literal sense. He must have
been inspired to see this thing John is
describing. So | do believe there’s a promise
of real experience wrapped up in this
metaphor, whether or not the new earth is a
new earth.”

I suppose you're not curious about who
said this.

“This ‘great voice out of the throne’ could
only be the voice of Yahweh. Is this still the
great white throne, or are we back to the
throne by the crystal sea?”

Does it matter? The focus is on New
Jerusalem.

“Presumably this continues the vision of
the new heaven and earth where there is no
sea,” said Curious. “God is there in new
Jerusalem. That'’s all this is about. It's a beau-
tiful dream John is having.”

You might want to reconsider that, Curi-
ous. Think back. John did not dream this
up.

“But there’s that similar passage in Isaiah
chapter 65 where Yahweh says,

Be glad and rejoice forever in that
which I create;

for, behold, | create Jerusalem a
rejoicing and her people a joy,

and | will rejoice in Jerusalem and
joy in my people.

And no more will the voice of weep-
ing be heard in her

and neither the voice of crying.”

Yes, I mentioned that earlier. So is John
seeing in a vision what Isaiah heard
about?

“I must admit, whatever was promised
must come to pass in the future. But is John
getting a preview of it, or is this similar but
really something else?”

Is there any great difference?

“In the Isaiah passage mortals live long
lives, but here in John’s vision there will be no
more death.”

One is the approximate image of the
other.

“It's coming clear to me now,” said Curi-
ous. “There’s to be a city in heaven because
people need what they’re familiar with. And
during the kingdom age, Jerusalem on earth
will be upgraded substantially, according to
Ezekiel.”

Recall that preview of how it will be in
heaven.

“Back when the sixth seal was opened the
elder told John a little of what the tribulation
saints could expect in heaven: They are privi-
leged to stand before the throne of God and
to serve him day and night in his temple; and
he who sits on the throne will dwell with
them. No more will they hunger and thirst,
and the heat of the sun will not smite them,
for the Lamb in the midst of the throne will
be their shepherd and guide them to foun-
tains of waters of life; and God will wipe away
every tear from their eyes.”

Will there be tears in heaven? It’s a key
question.
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“I remember saying, ‘This highly lyrical
answer goes far beyond the question.””
5 And he who sits on the throne said,
Behold, I make all things new.

And he said,
Write, for these words are faithful
and true.

Believe it or not, Curious, there are
those who say this has been fulfilled.

“Is this a complete overhaul of the universe
like it sounds? After so much destruction it
will be needed!”

Take us to the point here, Curious.

“This locks in the interpretation of ‘all
things new’: it means what it says. All things
aren’t just spiritual things. This contradicts
every naturalistic idea | ever heard of.”

Everyone with any senses at all,
whether in heaven or on earth or under
the earth, should know when it happens.
There will be no more debate.

“Those who have moved to heaven will
know, and those who find themselves in the
lake of fire will find that a novelty too,” said
Curious.

You said that “all things new” means
what it says, and you pointed to “all
things.” Does “renew” qualify for “new”?

“Of course ‘completely new’ would leave us
all in the dark if it means totally unlike the
old. But a renewed earth and a brand new
heaven modeled after earth would be fine
with me; and still it would be faithful and true
to the meaning of the words.”

That I'm comfortable with.

“I like it much better than that lyrical inter-
pretation of new heaven and earth which |
was starting to work up.”

Don’t react too far, Curious. You still
have to deal with a few little details like
there being no sea.

“l can see a new heaven with no seas but
otherwise being similar to earth with gravity
and air and lakes and rivers. But | would want
to vacation back down on old earth now and
then in order to go sailing on her seas. So I'll
have to cling to a metaphorical ‘no sea’ if it
applies to new earth.”

Then be sure you know what John was
looking at when he said, I saw a new
heaven and a new earth, for the first
heaven and the first earth passed away.

“It's plain to me now that ‘passed away’
means his view passed from old earth to a
new heaven that resembled earth except that
it had no sea as far as he could see.”

6 And he said to me,

It is done.

I am the Alpha and the Omega,

the beginning and the end.

T will give to him who s thirsty

of the fountain of the water with-
out cost.

He who overcomes will inherit
these things;

and I will be his God, and he will
be my son.

“There’s no blessing that depends on future
fulfillment,” Curious declared.

Haven't you just read that he will be
making all things new?

“It is done. It's done already. Why? Because
he contains all time.”

Yet we must find the fountain, or else
what’s done for us is that we get left out.

“Blessed are they who are thirsty,” intoned
Curious.

You have a right to say that.

“I was thirsty and looking for answers. This
Book has led me to the fountain, and it's
been my salvation.”

Where the water cost you nothing, yet
it’s priceless because he paid the price.

“Now, I'm keen to obey and overcome.
Overcoming is the scary part. | wish John had
included a list of what I'm expected to over-
come.”

8 But for the fearful and unbelieving
and abominable and murderers and
fornicators and sorcerers and idol-
aters and all liars, their part is in the
lake that burns with fire and brim-
stone, which is the second death.

“Now | see why ‘fear not’ appears so many
times in the Scriptures,” said Curious.

In my Authorized Version it appears in
144 verses.
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“Because being fearful is actually a sin
unto death!” Curious exclaimed.

Right next to unbelief.

“l see how the warning makes sense. Such
people would be very uncomfortable in the
glorious new city.”

I know some who would be scared to
death.

“They need to read what | just read.”

Don’t misconstrue that “fearful” word,
Curious. What does it mean in this con-
text?

“All things will be made like new—like it
was at first when the world was new, before
Satan made his mark. The world will be
cleansed of all evil.”

Are you classifying fear as a kind of
evil?

“I want to know what kind of fear may lead
to evil.”

The self-preservation instinct sometimes
leads to evil thoughts and actions.

“There’s a remedy: we're told that perfect
love casts out fear.”

Who else would teach that a common
natural fear may lead to the most fearful
condition imaginable? Now, Curious, lis-
ten to me: Sometimes you wrap your head
around strange symbols. Tell me what the
lake of fire is in real terms? Or, first, tell
me why eternal incarceration is necessary,
for it must be necessary and not arbitrary
if God is good and just. And finally, how
does damnation reconcile with God’s love?

“Something tells me | need to get my head
around this lake of fire. Its purpose is to iso-
late elements that can, or do, or would
oppose the dominion of God, so it’s like an
infinite sentence in a political prison for mis-
use of free will. It's not true that free will is
liable to ruin paradise only when we elevate
ourselves to the level of God. We're created
at that level; he made us in his image. We
are gods! We were created with the ability to
ruin paradise, and the propensity is not far
off. Someone almost certainly will oppose
God, as Satan did, if allowed to live long
enough. So keeping the equilibrium of free-

dom and strict loyalty must be a delicate bal-
ance. The meek will inherit the earth.

“The first step toward that end is to elimi-
nate clear risks. Yes, that's inhumane, and
it's exactly what every dictator attempts. It's
a method reserved for God the Creator; no
one else has the right to use it. Unlike the
first death, the second death is the lake of
fire. It's not the death of the body. Everyone
gets a shot at resurrection life, and resur-
rected bodies transcend physics. The lake of
fire looks like a lake on fire; this is not a
metaphor shaped to fit the reader's knowl-
edge of the material world. Brimstone indi-
cates a location in the bowels of the earth
where the lake gives off an infernal glow
which from some point of inspection on the
surface of the earth can be observed. Who
can forget the last verse of Isaiah? And they
will go forth and look upon the dead bodies
of the men who have transgressed against
me, for their worm will not die, neither will
their fire be quenched, and they will be an
abhorrence to all flesh. Yes, the horror of
their agony will be visible then and is visible
today in the mind. So the insulation of hell
from earth is perfect in one sense but not in
the other: the damned are cut off from partic-
ipating in life, but their memory is preserved
and stands as a warning by revelation today
and tomorrow by a glimpse into the luminous
pit where worms never die.

“Here are the three acts of love which allow
mankind to live in paradise: God’s own tast-
ing of death, his shared tabernacle over us,
and the warning of the lake of fire—which, by
the way, is one reason he’s not in a hurry to
unmake this old earth.”

9 And there came one of the seven

angels who had the seven bowls, who

were laden with the seven last

plagues, and he spoke to me, saying,
“Come, I will show you the bride,
the wife of the Lamb.”

“There’s a thousand-year anomaly here,”
Curious noted.

Yes, curiously it links back to the tribu-
lation period and bowls of wrath.
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“Actually, that figures because the mar-
riage of the bride was announced back in
chapter nineteen with no followup. Now we
get to see who she is, exactly.”

10 And he carried me away in the

Spirit to a great high mountain and

showed me the holy city Jerusalem

coming down out of heaven from God.

And having the glory of God, her radi-

ance was like a most precious stone, as

it were a jasper stone, clear as
crystal ...

“Ha! | was right. The bride is the city—
unless that plague-bowl angel was mistaken
when he said this.”

But we know the bride consists of
humans, so the city must be a metaphor.

“Is this a repeat of the same city descend-
ing out of heaven, or is it another one?”

That first mention eight verses ago was
like an introduction, Curious.

“Sure, now we get the details. There’s that
jasper stone again like what John noticed the
first time he saw the one sitting on the
throne, but | don’t understand how it could be
as clear as crystal. Or is it really diamond?”

He was “in the Spirit” then too.

“It represents the glory of God, so | give up.
| think it’s not supposed to be literal.”

12 having a wall great and high, hav-
ing twelve gates, and at the gates
twelve angels, and names written
thereon, which are of the twelve tribes
of the children of Israel: on the east
were three gates, on the north three
gates, on the south three gates, and on
the west three gates.

The gates in Ezekiel’s new Jerusalem
were also named after the tribes.

“Now, how could a great high wall with
twelve gates in it be a metaphor for people?”

It’s not that difficult.

“People come through gates; | get that. I'm
beginning to see something: these are the
people who come through the promises
made to Israel.”

Yes, there is a great dividing wall
between that and other so-called ways to
heaven.

“But the bride of Christ has more than
promises made to Israel.”

14 And the wall of the city had twelve

foundations and on them twelve
names of the twelve apostles of the

Lamb.

There you go, Curious.

“There had to be twelve apostles to make
this work! | would like to know whose name is
there if Iscariot is not included.”

15 And he who spoke with me had a
golden measuring reed to measure the
city and its gates and its wall. The city
lies foursquare: the length is as great
as the breadth. He proceeded to mea-
sure the city with the reed: 12,000 sta-
dia, the length, the breadth, and the
height being equal.

“Now it's looking less like a metaphor
again,” Curious moaned.

Doesn’t that twelve thousand ring a
bell?

“Though | have to admit that twelve thou-
sand is one of those symbolic numbers.”

We decided it couldn’t be literal when it
was applied uniformly to each tribe listed
in the 144,000 representatives of Israel.

“I wonder how far is a stadion.”

Look it up. I told you before, but you
didn’t hear me.

“Okay. ... It’s like the length of the track in a
Roman stadium, or about the same as the
perimeter in a sports arena.”

In First Corinthians, Paul wrote, Do you
not know that those who run in a race all
run, but one receives the prize? Even so,
run that you may attain.

“Could there be a connection with a race
track? Suppose the thousand means a large
yet undefined number. Then the city gates
represent the people who attained the prize
and became the bride.”

Figure the literal size of the city in miles
and see if that makes sense, Curious.

“Now, the dimensions of the city would be
roughly two and a half million yards or about
1,400 miles on a side.”

Don’t forget, this thing towers that
same distance above its base as well.
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“Gravity must operate differently in this
new earth for there to be both breathable air
at the top and livable air pressure at the bot-
tom.”

Perhaps most of the height is like our
sky and not meant for living space.

“And angels would have trouble flying in
such rarefied air.”

Ha, ha. Why does there have to be any
air at all?

“It could be airless, but an airless city
would be silent and the sense of smell would
be useless. That doesn’t appeal to me.”

How high was that mountain, do you
suppose”?

“That would indeed be a great high moun-
tain for John to see much of this thing—far
higher than the great high mountain where
Ezekiel was taken to survey the city.”

And could the angel have literally mea-
sured the city while John observed?

“It would take a million placements of a
seven-cubit stick to measure just one side.”

It seems quite impractical, yet this is a
new thing, so how are we do judge?

“If the angel moves the measuring rod
once per second, 3,600 times per hour, it
would take him two hundred hours to mea-
sure one side moving at seven miles per
hour.”

We might have to get used to things
taking longer when time is unlimited.

17 And he measured the wall thereof:

144 cubits according to the measure of

a man (also of an angel).

What was the measured thickness of the
wall in Ezekiel’s vision?

“Ezekiel measured the wall thickness at six
long cubits. So this heavenly city wall is for-
mally twenty-four times the thickness of the
wall around the new earthly temple.”

But John is careful to say this is a stan-
dard cubit. That’s interesting, isn’t it?

“But actually it's only slightly more than
twenty times Ezekiel's figure. Those two
highly symbolic numbers, seven and twenty-
four, seem to collide in the significance of
these wall thicknesses.”

Is there a message in that?

“So they are two distinct things in spite of
the similarities.”

In other words, we must not try to rec-
oncile the heavenly and the earthly.

“Also, it was interesting that the name of
the city was to be ‘Yahweh is There.””

How is that significant? Jerusalem is
always known as the city of God.

“This is like pointing to the city Ezekiel saw,
and saying, “This is like that only in a world
where the science differs.”

Well, there are mysteries here, and you
may have found another one.

18 And the wall was built of jasper,

and the city was pure gold, like pure

glass.

“Transparent gold? How is gold transparent
and jasper like diamond?”

Think! Get your head around it, Curious.

“A new dimension of course permeates the
others.”

Why not simply gold-tinted glass?

“It says gold. Pure gold like pure glass—
however that’s possible.”

It’s looking more and more like a mas-
sive metaphor.

“There’s metaphor galore, but it's certainly
presented as a physical structure.”

Then both must be true.

“I'm reminded of the angel explaining the
two meanings behind the heads of the beast.
It wasn’t one or the other: both were true.”

19 The foundations of the wall of the
city were adorned with all manner of
precious stones. The first foundation
was jasper; the second, sapphire; the
third, chalcedony; the fourth, emer-
ald; the fifth, sardonyx; the sixth,
sardius; the seventh, chrysolite; the
eighth, beryl; the ninth, topaz; the
tenth, chrysoprase; the -eleventh,
Jjacinth; the twelfth, amethyst.

“How would John identify all those gems
without circumnavigating the base, and that
would be a journey of 5,600 miles!”

If they were determined by some prece-
dent or rule of order, he wouldn’t need to
see them all.
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“Anyway, it's curious that the twelve apos-
tles are associated with precious stones.”

There was an order in which the twelve
were called.

“I wonder if each disciple had a gemstone
nickname. John might know that.”

These particular stones are anisotropic,
in case you didn’'t know. They aren’t the
most brilliant in ordinary light, but under
cross-polarized light they display different
patterns.

“None of these stones are prized for being
brilliant, and neither were the disciples—until
after the cross when they got fired up by the
light of the Spirit.”

21 And the twelve gates were twelve

pearls: each one of the several gates

was of one pearl. And the street of the
city was pure gold, as it were trans-
parent glass.

“Those are some pearls!” Curious
remarked. “And in a world where there’s no
sea, | find it very odd that there would be oys-
ters of any size.”

It’s the heavenly science, Curious.

“This must be tied to the parable Jesus told
about the pearl of great price. | understood
the pearl as the church. Christ paid a great
price for his bride.”

Then why are the names of the tribes of
Israel written on the gates?

“If 1 knew why 144,000 have been pur-
chased from among men as first fruits to God
and to the Lamb, with both his name and the
name of God on their foreheads, then | might
be able to explain the pearls.”

Of course the size of the pearls is as
inexplicable to us as the size of the city.

“The prize of righteousness is what comes
to mind,” said Curious, “which goes beyond
my knowledge. Maybe entrance to this city is
the pearl Jesus had in mind.”

22 And I saw no temple therein: for

the Lord God the Almighty and the

Lamb are the temple thereof.

“As has already been stated, the temple of
God is among men,” Curious noted.

And are we not the temple of the Holy
Spirit?

“There’s no doubt here about the Lamb
being one with the Godhead!” said Curious.
23 And the city has no need of the sun,

neither of the moon to shine upon it,
for the glory of God illuminates it,
and the lamp thereof is the Lamb.
And the nations will walk in the light
thereof,

and the kings of the earth will bring
their glory into it.

And the gates will never be shut—

not by day, for there will be no night
there;

and they will bring the glory and the
honor of the nations into it;

“Now, this definitely is a city,” declared
Curious, “but not one of this world.”

Certainly you notice at least one
metaphor.

“It’'s difficult enough to picture the risen,
glorified Christ as a lamb, let alone a lamb lit
up like a giant street lamp. Moreover, it fails
to lend itself to the cartoon treatment. All |
can do is step back and think of it as lyrical
poetry about a city of symbols.”

Check Isaiah. He foresaw something
like this too.

“This sounds a lot like something from Isa-
iah. ... Here it is in chapter 60, speaking of
future Jerusalem: The sun will ho more be
your light by day; neither for brightness will
the moon give you light, but Yahweh will be to
you an everlasting light, and your God your
glory.”

Curious thought a moment.

“That’s not saying there will literally be no
sun and moon,” he concluded.

There’s a precedent as metaphor: Jesus
said the righteous will shine like the sun.

“The presence of God will be palpable,
more powerfully so than sun and moon.”

The language is similar, but this
Jerusalem is the eternal bride.

“And we learn the reason for the walls and
the gates: some live outside—whole nations,
apparently. Here’s another passage from Isa-
iah 60: Your gates will also be open continu-
ally; they will not be shut, neither day nor
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night, that men may bring to you the wealth
of the nations—and their kings led captive.”
That’s a little different too.
“There’s so much similarity, |
believe this points to that.”
The kings of the earth, it says. Are they
transported to the new earth too?
“l give up. The thing is a box of mixed
metaphors.”
You're almost to the end of the Book,
Curious. Please don’t give up now.
27 and there will in no wise enter into
it anything unclean,
or he that makes an abomination
and a lie,
but only those who are written in
the Lamb's book of life.
“It’s all metaphors of salvation.”
Hold on, Curious. There’s more to come.

22 And he showed me a river of

water of life, bright as crystal, pro-

ceeding out of the throne of God and of

the Lamb in the midst of the street

thereof. And on this side of the river

and on that side was the tree of life,

bearing twelve fruits, yielding its fruit

every month, and the leaves of the tree

were for the healing of the nations.

“A different fruit every month: so there will
be a regular calendar,” said Curious.

I thought you decided it was all symbol.

“I'm drawn back to the temple in Ezekiel's
vision. ... Here it is in chapter 47: And by the
river bank, on this side and on that side, will
grow every tree for food, whose leaf will not
whither, neither will their fruit fail: they will
bring forth new fruit every month because
the waters issue out of the sanctuary; and
the fruit will be for food and the leaf for heal-
ing. 1 understand in that day on earth there
will still be people with natural bodies subject
to illness. But here, on new earth, | thought
there would be no natural bodies.”

I agree. Something is out of place,
metaphor or no.

“Could the two be connected somehow?”

Do you mean the new-earth Jerusalem is
an ideal town from which the old is
derived?

have to

“It would mean the old and new exist simul-
taneously.”

Or was the new created to oversee the
old during the millennial age?

“Since earthly Jerusalem will always be a
rock-solid city, this one must be too, in its
own new way perhaps.”

That’s a good way to put it, Curious. On
the other hand, remember Psalm One.

“Suddenly Psalm One comes to mind:

He will be like a tree planted by the
streams of water,

which brings forth its fruit in its season,
whose leaf does not wither,

and whatever he does will prosper.

“Is that what this means? Is it a metaphor
of the life of the believer living on water from
the throne of God? And is the city the church
founded on the testimony of the apostles and
open to all Israel in the broader sense of the
redeemed in Christ?”

Often the best answer is “both,” Curi-
ous. Creation is God’s poetry, and multiple
meanings like precious gems can be found
in it.

“If there will be a new earth and city that’s
more or less literally like what is described
here, will there be in a new ‘heaven’ of stars
and planets as well?”

No one will care, so why should there
be?—seeing the splendor of God in his
glory!

3 And the curse will be no more;

and the throne of God and of the
Lamb will be therein;

and his servants will serve him,

and they will see his face,

and his name will be on their fore-
heads.

“This is so different from what this book
opened with,” Curious remarked. “What
happened to the four cherubim and the
twenty-four elders?”

With the curse gone on earth it's an
entirely new arrangement in heaven too.

“It's a new picture with Satan put down and
locked away. | wonder if those four creatures
with all the eyes were royal guards that are
no longer needed.”
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Well, look at it this way: the throne of
God has moved from the third heaven to
new Jerusalem, which therefore must be
the new third heaven.

5 And there will be night no more:
they need neither light of lamp nor
light of sun,

for the Lord God will give them light;

and they will reign for ever and ever.

“Now, who are they reigning over? It
appears that new Jerusalem, as large as it is,
administrates over a greater new earth terri-
tory occupied by people who aren’t employed
as his immediate servants.”

Might their dominion also include old
earth?

“But then there’s old earth to be ruled over
during the millennial age at least. Apparently
they do both. One could become really con-
fused about this and doubt that it means
what it says.”

You speak with authority.

6 And he said to me, “These words

are faithful and true.”

And the Lord, the God of the spirits of

the prophets, sent his angel to show to

his servants the things which must
shortly come to pass.

“This is still the angel connected with one
of the bowls of wrath, | presume.”

We must remember these are visions,
and John is still on Patmos.

7 “And behold, I come quickly.

Blessed is he who keeps the words of

the prophecy of this book.”

“Now here is Jesus Christ breaking in. It
must have been confusing to John.”

But did you catch that meaning, Curi-
ous? Nothing could be more relevant to
the reader at this point.

“Keeping the words of these prophecies ....
| assume that means what it says: keeping
the words in mind even if there’s no certain
interpretation. That’s hard for a curious guy
like me.”

The words are inspired, and that’s our
reason to put our hope in them.

8 And I, John, am he who heard and

saw these things. And when I heard

and saw, I fell down to worship before
the feet of the angel who showed me
these things. And he said to me, “See
that you do not do this: I am a fel-
low-servant with you and with your
brothers who are prophets and with
those who keep the words of this book.

Worship God!”

“Poor John is overwhelmed again by the
authority of this angel,” said Curious.

And because the words that the angel
had him write were a revelation to him.

“That God would share this with us is awe-
some, even if we don’t understand much.”

10 And he said to me, “Do not seal up

the words of the prophecy of this book,

for the time is at hand.”

“He’s referring to what Daniel was told. Yet
all this has been relevant throughout the cen-
turies,” said Curious. “I need to get my head
around that.”

11 He who is unrighteous, let him do
unrighteousness still,

and he who is filthy, let him be
made filthy still;

and he who is righteous, let him do
righteousness still,

and he who is holy, let him be
made holy still.

Relevant, yes, but most people are indif-
ferent to it.

“That’s like the answer Yahweh gave Isaiah
about how long the blindness would last.”

This prophecy won’t transform the
world, but God will.

12 “Behold, I come quickly, and my re-

ward is with me, to render to each

man according as his work is.”

This is relevant, regardless. And it’s spo-
ken by Christ himself!

“Let me work for your glory, Lord,” Curious
prayed.

13 “T am the Alpha and the Omega,
the first and the last,
the beginning and the end.”

“This has more meaning than | thought it
did at first,” said Curious. “There is no other
way; there’s nothing outside of Christ that
amounts to anything.”

107



Curious Looks at the Bible

14 “Blessed are they who wash their
robes, that they may have the right to
the tree of life and may enter in by the
gates into the city.”

Is he taking a huge risk here? They are
citizens forever. Do you see what I mean?

“I shudder to think that the sin that crept
into the garden might possibly happen all
over again.”

Satan will be locked up, and that should
help immensely.

“l know that Satan is in the abyss at this
time, but how can Christ make sure no latent
demon gains entry to his new world?”

15 “Without are the dogs, the sorcer-

ers, the fornicators, the murderers, the

idolaters, and everyone who lies about
loving.”

“It's rather shocking to see that slur of a
fine animal,” said Curious.

Remember this is first century when
dogs had no rights.

“In one of Paul’s letters—was it Philippians?
I think so—he applied ‘dogs’ to religionists
who were barking up the wrong tree.”

That’s clever, Curious. Jesus referred to
a foreigner by that term.

“So the dogs are those who disrespect this
Book. I'm afraid my dog would, actually.”

That would apply to the entire list,
except perhaps the last one.

“That last type of person reminds me of the
Ephesian church members who lost their first
manner of love without admitting it.”

Yes, and the warning there was dire too.

16 “I, Jesus, have sent my angel to tes-

tify these things to you for the church-

es. I am the root and the offspring of

David, the bright, the morning star.”

“So this whole book, not just the initial
seven letters, is for all the churches.”

17 And the Spirit and the bride say,
“Come.”
And he who hears, let him say,
“Come.”

“This is what would have driven me mad,”
said Curious. “Verse eleven made it seem
that evildoers never change. Now here the
invitation goes out to everyone.”

New Jerusalem has walls and gates, yet
the gates never close.

“But now | accept that things simply are
that simply cannot be.”

Look up Chesterton’s poem, “The House
of Christmas.” You might enjoy it now if
you never did before.

“And he who is thirsty, let him come:
whoever will, let him take the water
of life freely.”

“From whence comes that thirst? That'’s the
mystery,” said Curious.

From the foundation of the world, as it
was said.

18 “I testify to everyone who hears the

words of the prophecy of this book:

If anyone adds to them,

God will add to him the plagues
which are written in this book;

and if anyone takes away from the
words of the book of this prophecy,
God will take his part away from the
tree of life and out of the holy city as
they are written in this book.”

“That warning is what kept manuscripts
true to the original,” said Curious.

It doesn’'t say anything about written
copies.

““Anyone’ would include teachers and
preachers. | hope it doesn’'t mean making
comments like I've been doing!”

If it does, that’s not the worst part: we
might survive plagues.

“At least | haven't disregarded anything.”

Let’s hope your curiosity will not keep
you out of heaven, Curious.

“I have no doubt that all these beautiful
words are inspired by the Spirit of God.”

You needn’t fear. It’s telling us to disre-
gard teachers who don’t know what time
it is. They're like the man who takes his
watch apart and can’t put it together
again.

20 He who testifies these things says,
“Yes, I come quickly.”

How many times in this book has he
said he comes quickly, Curious?

“This is the fourth time I've read that he will
come quickly. How do we explain that?”
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Some of those with time pieces they

have mishandled say he has already come.

“If he’s come already, then nobody noticed.

That’s the worst thing | can think of.”
Some say it means that when he does

come it will happen quickly. Isaiah quotes

God saying, “I, Yahweh, will hasten it in

its time.”

“Didn’t | just read that God sent his angel

to show us things that must shortly come to

pass? And back in the very first verse |
believe it said God revealed to Jesus Christ

things to share with his bondservants: things
that must shortly come to pass.”

Consider this, Curious: suppose it said

after two or three thousand years these

things will come to pass.

“But I'm thinking now, what if it didn’t say
‘soon’ or ‘shortly.” What if it gave instead a

definite time in the far future? Then for a long

time nobody would care much about chap-

ters four through nineteen.”

Would it be better if nothing at all were

said about when these things will happen?
“Without the ‘soon’ it would be like Old Tes-

tament prophecies which people pretty much
ignored,” said Curious. “Come to think of it,

‘soon’ can mean a lot of things.”

Please share your thought, brother.

“For example, how long is ‘soon’ relative to

the span of human history?”
Is it not interesting that he also tells us

to watch?

“He told the church at Sardis to watch for

his coming, and it seemed to be a big deal: it

was important that they not be taken by sur-

prise.”
You're on to something there.

“What that means primarily to everyone is
that he is coming for sure!”

Amen: come, Lord Jesus.

21 The grace of the Lord Jesus be with

the saints. Amen.
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Curious returned his friend’s copy of the Holy Bible,
thanking her for lending it to him and for challenging
him to read it. He told her he was going to get his own
copy. She was surprised that he had looked at every verse
in all sixty-six books. She had not read some of the Old-
Testament books herself, she confessed. When she asked
him how he felt about the Word of God, he said he felt
like Ezra: it made him tremble. He said he planned to
start over at the beginning and read it through again
carefully, taking notes this time. He said he wanted to
understand the big picture better: he had an idea but
wanted to confirm it by careful study. He told her he
believes the Bible is about getting rid of evil, which sur-
prised her. She said the Bible is God’s love letter and an
invitation to join him in heaven. He couldn’t argue
against that. She told him she understood that Satan gets
eliminated at the end of Revelation, but the Bible is
about Jesus Christ dying for our sins so we may be
accepted into God’s holy presence.

He decided not to debate her. He understood that her
viewpoint was what she had been taught, and it would be
foolish for him to insist that there was something even
more important than that. So he said no more and left,
thinking he would outline his thoughts about the big pic-
ture and simply send her the outline.

The Bible is about getting rid of evil, particularly get-
ting rid of Satan.

Why?

1. Satan appears at the beginning — tree of knowledge
of good and evil.

2. Satan disposed of at the end — tree of life.

Question: Why does it have to take so long?

Possible answers:

1. A war between good and evil is ongoing.

Not: Satan is a created being, not equal to God.
2. Satan’s evil works are being used by God.
Not: God is not duplicitous.

3. Satan has a valid argument in his defense that God
has not answered.

Satan’s argument is an appeal to God’s justice. It goes
as follows.

1. Satan is not responsible for being created with free
will.

2. Free will allows no barrier to self fulfillment and
pride.

3. He argues that since his fall was therefore
inevitable, punishment is injustice.
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Epilogue

Satan demands proof that free will can be free of sin:
where is the evidence?
(Jesus Christ is sinless but not evidence because he is
not a created being.)
Several problems must be worked through to chal-
lenge Satan’s argument.
Problem 1: Satan is right. All have sinned.
Solution 1: God’s Son pays legal death penalty for
human sin (his right as Creator).
Problem 2: As a practical matter, sin continues after
penalty is paid.
Solution 2: The Holy Spirit institutes the sanctifica-
tion process.
Problem 3: Human flesh is inherently corrupt: sanc-
tification is never complete.
Solution 3: A new body will be provided in resurrec-
tion.
Problem 4: How will anyone be proven sinless?
Solution 4: Testing. 1000 years track records as
bondservants.
Satan’s suit is tried in the court of angels and proceeds
as follows:
Exhibits for the Creator: a multitude of willing slaves
with perfect records.
Satan argues that since he was barred from tempting,
the millennial test is invalid.
The court rejects that argument because there was no
tempter when Satan fell.
The court rules that even one sinless soul proves free
will does not necessitate sin.
Satan brings up a second argument: if he is banished,
all sinners must go with him.
A test is arranged: Satan is loosed and allowed to
attract an army of followers.
Satan mounts an insurrection in a desperate attempt
to win his freedom.
Finally, justice is served: Satan is cast out along with
residual sinners.
Lesson: invest your talents now to ensure a place of
service in Christ’s kingdom.
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Curious Looks at the Bible

And as they heard him speak
these things he added a parable,
because he was near Jerusalem
and they supposed that the king-
dom of God was to appear imme-
diately.

“A certain nobleman went to a
far country, to receive for himself
a kingdom, and to return. And he
called ten servants of his, gave
them ten minas, and said to them,
“Trade with these till I come.”

But his citizens hated him and
sent a delegation after him, say-
ing, “We will not have this man
reign over us.”

And it came to pass, when he
had come back again, having
received the kingdom, that he
commanded these servants to
whom he had given the money to
be called to him, that he might
know what they had gained by
trading.

And the first came before him,
saying, “Lord, your money has
made ten minas more.” And he
said to him, “Well done, good ser-
vant. Because you have been
found faithful in a very little, you
will have authority over ten
cities.”

And the second came, saying,
“Your money, Lord, has made five
minas.” And he said to him also,
“You will be over five cities.”
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And another came, saying,
“Lord, behold your money which I
wrapped in a piece of cloth, for I
feared you because you are a
demanding man: you take up that
which you did not lay down and
reap that which you did not sow.”

He said to him, “Out of your
own mouth I judge you, you
wicked servant. You knew that I
am an austere man, taking up
that which I had not laid down
and reaping that which I did not
sow. Then why did you not give
my money to the bank, that at my
coming I should have received it
with interest?”

And he said to those that stood
by, “Take the money away from
him and give it to him that gained
the ten minas.” And they said to
him, “Lord, he has ten minas.”

“I tell you, to everyone who
has, more will be given; but from
him who has not, even that which
he has will be taken away from
him. But these my enemies that
would not that I should reign over
them bring here and slay them

before me.”
Luke 19:12-27
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